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•  A network of recreation trails will provide walking 
and cycling opportunities linking centres and parks. 

•  Sydney will have fair access to quality parks and 
public places for leisure, sport and recreation for 
the local community and visitors. The city will have 
a range of open spaces that meet the diverse and 
changing needs of the community. 

VISION FOR PARKS AND PUBLIC PLACES
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INTRODUCTION

Open spaces are one of the major features of Sydney’s 
centres and suburbs. Everyone enjoys the benefits of 
Sydney’s green spaces; they are key to many people’s 
sense of enjoyment of urban life. They exist as a result 
of acquiring and conserving land for recreation and 
the environment over many years as part of Sydney’s 
long–term planning. 

The main elements of Sydney’s open space are the 
regional parks, bushland, sports grounds and trails, the 
harbour, rivers, foreshores and beaches. Open space 
can also include public places such as streets, plazas, 
civic squares and waterfronts. These spaces have an 
important role in community life, for social interaction 
and to provide a sense of place.

The variety of open spaces contributes to the distinct 
character of regions. These spaces help make 
Sydney’s centres and cities great places to live. They 
have a positive impact on local image and identity and 
can encourage investment.

Significant increases in the amount of open space 
cannot be provided in existing areas. The focus is on 
improving access and facilities for existing parks and 
recreation areas and ensuring regional and local open 
space is planned for in new growth areas in Western 
Sydney.

The quality of life in a community is also a function of 
the cultural activities available to its residents. Local 
heritage and facilities such as libraries, museums 
and galleries provide vital character and identity to 
places as they grow and provide a sense of place and 
belonging. Cultural activity and public art are important 
elements in community life and should be included in 
planning.

Appropriate funding and governance approaches will 
be investigated to meet changing needs and ensure 
a long–term, sustainable approach to public places 
across the region.

     “I ENJOY HAVING PARKS FOR DOG
 WALKS, PICNIC AREAS, PLAYING FIELDS 
AND AREAS FOR THE KIDS TO PLAY” — FORUM PARTICIPANT 

F
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COMMUNITY FORUMS
One of the most consistent messages at the 
2004 community forums was the desire to 
protect and improve open space. People talked 
about the importance of parks, natural green 
landscapes, urban green space, beaches and 
rivers as places that make Sydney a great place 
to live. They wanted new residential development 
close to parks and bushland and improved public 
access to waterways.
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•  It addresses fairness by providing quality open space 
and trails across Sydney. New parks in new growth 
areas and embellishment programs will, in existing 
areas, address community needs across Sydney.

•  It addresses environmental protection by 
improving water quality and water catchment 
management. Sydney’s parks contain many cultural 
and heritage assets and contribute to increased 
environmental education and awareness.

•  It addresses improved of governance by clarifying 
the State Government’s strategic directions with 
regard to future open space priorities.

MEETING THE AIMS OF THE 
METROPOLITAN STRATEGY

This Strategy for Parks and Public Places addresses 
and provides benefits across all five aims of the 
Metropolitan Strategy.

•  It addresses enhanced liveability by ensuring that 
parks and public places are considered in the renewal 
of centres and corridors and in the development of 
new communities to facilitate active, healthy lifestyles 
and community interaction. The network of recreation 
trails across Sydney will provide better connectivity 
and alternate recreation and transport options across 
the city. Participation in formal and informal sports 
build self esteem, particularly in children, and is often 
a focus for social networks and broader community 
involvement. Parks also provide opportunities for 
escape and relaxation.

•  It addresses economic competitiveness by 
recognising the value to service providers and 
business from improved open space, including 
tourism, education, health, transport and sport and 
recreation. Quality urban environments and access 
to recreational facilities also benefit surrounding 
property values. Increased physical activity is 
important for health and when people are healthy 
they are motivated and more productive. Sydney’s 
recognition internationally as a desirable city for 
investment and lifestyle is closely related to its 
physical and natural assets.
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OBJECTIVES AND INITIATIVES

F1 INCREASE ACCESS TO QUALITY 
PARKS AND PUBLIC PLACES

F1.1  Provide access to regional open space 
in Western Sydney.

F1.2  Improve the quality of regional open 
space.

F1.3  Improve access to waterways and links 
between bushland, parks and centres.

F2 PROVIDE A DIVERSE MIX OF 
PARKS AND PUBLIC PLACES
F2.1  Improve the quality of local open space.
F2.2  Investigate future options for open 

space provision and management.

F3 IMPROVE SYDNEY’S MAJOR 
SPORTING AND CULTURAL EVENT 
FACILITIES

F3.1  Improve Sydney’s major sporting and 
cultural event facilities.
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KEY FACTS

•  Some 49 per cent of the Sydney region is made 
up of national parks, State forests, regional parks, 
nature reserves and recreational areas — protected 
from any future development. 

•  There is over 630,000 hectares of open space in the 
Sydney region (including bushland). 

•  There is 31,000 hectares in the Sydney urban 
greenspace network. 

•  In Sydney, 91 per cent of people live within 800 
metres or around a five to ten minute walk of some 
kind of open space, either local or regional parks, 
sports fields or bushland. 

•  About 90 per cent of Sydney’s population lives within 
at least a 25 minute drive to regional open space. 

•  Half of all the trips by Sydney residents on weekends 
are to social or recreational activities. 

•  On weekends, nine per cent of trips in Sydney are 
for recreational walking, five per cent of trips are to 
participate in or watch sporting activities. 

•  Walking trips for social and recreation purposes 
increased in Sydney by 2.6 per cent each year 
between 1991–2001. 

•  Walking for exercise is the most popular form of 
physical activity among people in NSW with some 
21 per cent of people participating. 

•  Centennial Park gets more than five million visitors 
each year.

•  More than one third of Sydneysiders participate in 
trail–related physical activities.

•  Over the past 50 years, the Sydney Region 
Development Fund has acquired over 35,000 
hectares of land valued at $4.3 billion.

•  Since 1990, over $13.5 million has been provided in 
grants to local government to increase access to and 
improve the quality of open space in Sydney.

ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF OPEN SPACE

A recent assessment of future health care costs 
in Australia predicted that prevalence and costs of 
diabetes will increase dramatically over the next 25 
years. The increase in costs for diabetes care will 
account for 10 per cent of the total increase in health 
costs and will approximately equal increases due to 
natural population growth. Modest increases in physical 
activity and reductions in calorie intake can reduce the 
need for medical treatment in those at risk of diabetes 
(Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, 2004).

Research on the economic benefits of public open 
space for the provision of community services in 
Sydney was completed in 2001. The research found 
that without Sydney’s investment in regional open 
space, program costs for selected community 
services would increase by 55 per cent to 75 per 
cent. This represents a saving of some $10.6–$14.6 
million every year. (Sydney Urban Parks Education and 
Research Group, 2001)

49% OF SYDNEY         
IS NATIONAL PARKS, STATE FORESTS, REGIONAL PARKS,    
  NATURE RESERVES AND RECREATIONAL AREAS

232

background
PARKS AND PUBLIC PLACES 



B
O

B
 P

ET
E

R
S

B
O

B
 P

ET
E

R
S

SYDNEY’S PARKS AND PUBLIC PLACES
Sydney’s parks and public places include:

•  The national parks and World Heritage Areas that 
surround the urban area including the Royal National 
Park, Ku-ring-gai National Park, the Blue Mountains, 
Botany Bay and Sydney Harbour National Parks.

•  Regional parks such as Centennial Park and Moore 
Park, the Domain, Millennium Parklands, Penrith 
Lakes, Mirambeena and Parramatta Park that attract 
visitors from across the metropolitan area for cultural 
events, picnics, barbecues and sports. 

•  The Botanic Gardens in Sydney City, Mt Annan 
and Mt Tomah that through research, cultural events 
and community education build appreciation of 
conservation and plants.

•  Local bushland like that in Oatley Park, Garigal 
National Park and Carss Park. 

•  Sports grounds including Queens Park, North 
Sydney Oval, Cromer Park, Whalan Reserve, Jamison 
Park, Tempe Reserve, Campbelltown Sports Ground 
and The Ridge Sporting and Recreation Complex at 
Barden Ridge that provide spaces for organised and 
informal sports and games.

•  Local parks and gardens with playgrounds, a few 
trees and benches that are generally within a short 
walk from houses and provide places for children to 
play, family outings and places to meet or relaxation. 
Local open space provides the day to day access to 
open space for most of the community.

•  Recreation trails providing walking and cycling links 
along waterways, foreshores and linking centres and 
recreation areas, including the Bay Run cycleway 
around Canada Bay, Waverley Cliff top walk, 
Liverpool to Parramatta Trail and the Cooks River 
Cycleway.

•  Sydney Harbour, the Georges, Port Hacking, Nepean 
and Hawkesbury Rivers, and foreshores and 
beaches. 

•  The streets, plazas, civic squares and waterfronts 
that have an important role as gathering and 
meeting places, for social interaction and providing a 
sense of place. 
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PLANNING FOR OPEN SPACE
There are strong links between land values and 
amenity improvements. Surveys of small business and 
economic developers rank recreation, parks and open 
space first among quality of life elements in location 
decisions.

Regional open spaces attract visitors from the local 
area as well as the wider region. They are significant 
places for recreation, and provide for a diverse mix 
of activities from picnics, barbecues and walking 
the dog; to cycling, running, football, cricket, netball, 
horse riding and other active sports. They are a focus 
for community events and areas where people 
may travel over 25 minutes to visit. About 90 per 
cent of Sydneysiders live within a 25 minute drive 
from regional open space. Regional open spaces 
are generally developed to a high quality and are 
managed by a mix of State agencies, trusts and local 
government.

The planning of local open space maintains the unique 
character of existing communities, to make safer and 
more accessible places, to ensure communities are 
provided with the local services and to ensure there 
is open space such as parkland and sporting areas. 
Local government is responsible for purchasing and 
managing most local open space in Sydney.

Peoples’ appreciation and use of open space will 
increase as Sydney becomes more compact. A 
mix of different open space will be required to 
meet community recreational needs and changing 
demographics. Access to open space will need to be 
improved as well as its quality, through better design 
and management and better provision of facilities.

The Sydney Region Development Fund (SRDF) was 
initially introduced to implement planning proposals 
in the County of Cumberland Planning Scheme. Over 
the past 50 years, the SRDF has acquired over 35,000 
hectares of land — estimated today at $4.3 billion. 
Every resident in Sydney contributes to this fund 
through their local council to a total of over $5 million 
annually. This contribution goes towards repaying the 
debt from previous land acquisitions.

The SRDF supports the acquisition, planning, and 
embellishment of regional open space, major roads, 
public transport corridors, foreshores, regional 
centres and heritage assets. The traditional role of 
the SRDF was to acquire open space that needed 
further development, deliver open space improvement 
programs and reduce land management risks following 
acquisition.

The SRDF holds some 6,685 hectares of land in the 
Sydney region awaiting transfer to the appropriate 
long-term manager. In order for the land to be useful 
to the community as open space there are initial costs 
of rehabilitation or remediation. There are also costs 
associated with the ongoing maintenance of parks. 
Much of this land for open space is intended to be 
managed by local government.
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CHALLENGES FOR PARKS AND  
PUBLIC PLACES

•  In some residential areas, safe and direct access to 
open space is limited due to low quality pedestrian 
networks and barriers created by busy major roads 
and rail corridors. 

•  As the population increases so will the demand for 
organised and informal sports and other activities.

•  Greater pressure will be placed on existing open 
space in the future.

•  The cost of land in Sydney is increasing. 
•  Future open space needs will be increasingly met by 

a gradual shift from land acquisition to sustainable 
management and park improvements.

PARKS AND OPEN SPACE IS FIRST 
  AMONG QUALITY OF LIFE 
      ELEMENTS
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F1 INCREASE ACCESS TO QUALITY 
PARKS AND PUBLIC PLACES 

Sydney has an enduring and valuable regional open 
space network. The Government has purchased land 
for open spaces that are now important community 
assets

F1.1  PROVIDE ACCESS TO REGIONAL OPEN 
SPACE IN WESTERN SYDNEY

Regional open space provides residents from across 
local areas opportunities to participate in a range 
of recreational activities. They are generally larger 
facilities and can accommodate many visitors.

F1.1.1 Establish Western Sydney Parklands Trust 
to improve the access to quality open space 
facilities for new and existing communities in 
Western Sydney. 

Western Sydney Parklands is a major new regional 
park that will provide quality open space facilities for 
new and existing communities in Western Sydney. The 
Western Sydney Parklands were identified as a future 
open space corridor in 1968 (Sydney Region Outline 
Plan). This long term planning has ensured regional 
open space is available for future generations. 

Western Sydney Parklands link the new communities 
being planned in the North West and South West 
growth centres. They provide valuable regional open 
space for these growing communities and for the rest 
of Western Sydney. 
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FIGURE F1 
WESTERN SYDNEY 
PARKLANDS AND 
THE NORTH WEST 
AND SOUTH WEST 
GROWTH CENTRES

GLOBAL SYDNEY

REGIONAL CITY

WESTERN SYDNEY 
PARKLANDS

    
MAJOR CENTRE
(EXISTING, PLANNED 
AND POTENTIAL)

                                
DECLARED WILDERNESS

NATIONAL PARK

                                           
STATE CONSERVATION 
AREAS

REGIONAL OPEN SPACE

OPEN SPACE

EXISTING URBAN AREA

The Parklands stretch for 27 kilometres from 
Blacktown to Liverpool along Eastern Creek and the 
hills of Hoxton Park. They are 25 times the size of 
Sydney’s Centennial Park and will be an asset for 
generations to come. 

The Western Sydney Parklands will enhance the 
quality of life for families in Western Sydney, providing 
a new landmark recreation area while protecting 
significant conservation and cultural values.

The Parklands will demonstrate best practice in 
integrated urban parklands for the 21st Century by:

• providing a mix of recreation and conservation uses;
•  protecting and promoting ongoing agriculture in 

suitable areas;
•  developing park tourism and commercial uses on 

sites along the major transport corridors;
•  maintaining secluded areas for interaction with 

nature; and
•  delivering significant regional community and 

recreation facilities.

The Western Sydney Parklands Trust will be 
established, and will implement the first stage of the 
Parklands’ management vision.

 

 

The future role of the Western Sydney Parklands Trust 
will be investigated. Longer term, the Trust could be 
expanded to include management and improvement 
of open space across Western Sydney. This would 
provide a single contact point for regional open space 
management in Western Sydney.

F1.1.2 Plan for regional open space in the  
growth centres. 

The Growth Centres Commission will be responsible 
for planning the North West and South West growth 
centres of Sydney, which will eventually house 
over 400,000 people. At precinct planning stage, 
the Commission will plan for regional sporting and 
recreation facilities to meet the needs of these future 
communities.
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This program will focus on implementing projects 
identified through Metropolitan Strategy subregional 
planning.

Other current funded programs include the Cooks 
River Foreshore Improvement Program and the 
Sharing Sydney Harbour Access Program. These 
programs were established to provide funding to 
improve access to waterways. Innovative funding 
mechanisms will be investigated to improve access to 
waterways and links between parks and centres and 
expand the Metropolitan Greenspace Program. 

F1.2.2 Encourage improvements to regional 
parks through the Planning Minister’s Sydney 
Greenspace Award. 

The Planning Minister’s Sydney Greenspace Award 
recognises and encourages outstanding contributions 
and leadership by local government in the development 
and enhancement of Sydney green space in partnership 
with other councils, the State Government, private 
organisations or community groups. 

F1.2   IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF REGIONAL    
OPEN SPACE

While some suburbs in Western Sydney have large 
areas of open space, many are under used as they 
have poor access or facilities. 

F1.2.1 Continue the Metropolitan Greenspace 
Program.

The Metropolitan Greenspace Program is a successful 
example of the State Government providing direction 
and support for local government initiatives. It 
allocates grants in the Sydney Metropolitan Region 
to help plan and improve regionally significant open 
space. The program enables more effective use of 
these areas by the community and promote benefits 
for recreation, conservation and heritage.

Since 1985, the Metropolitan Greenspace Program 
has funded over $1 million each year through grants 
to local councils for approved projects on a dollar for 
dollar basis. Over 300 projects have been funded at 
over $16 million in value since 1990. The program 
clearly demonstrates the benefits of providing grants 
to local government with every $1 State grant being 
matched with $4 to $10 worth of spending.

The positive support by councils for implementation 
programs and inner city foreshore improvement 
programs gives rise to the potential for increased 
involvement by local government in enhancement 
programs. The Metropolitan Greenspace Program 
will continue to provide grants to local government to 
improve existing regional parks.

FIGURE F2 
RECENT OPEN SPACE 
IMPROVEMENTS 
FUNDED BY THE
METROPOLITAN 
GREENSPACE 
PROGRAM

GLOBAL SYDNEY

REGIONAL CITY

MGP KEY PROJECT

                                
DECLARED WILDERNESS

NATIONAL PARK

                                           
STATE CONSERVATION 
AREAS

REGIONAL OPEN SPACE

OPEN SPACE

EXISTING URBAN AREA
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F1.2.3 Plan for the development of a waterfront city 
park at East Darling Harbour. 

East Darling Harbour is on the western edge of 
Sydney’s central business district. It is a 22 hectare 
site with a 1.75 kilometre long foreshore. In 2006, the 
stevedoring leases on East Darling Harbour expire, 
opening up a unique opportunity to revitalise this part 
of the city. The site will be developed as commercial, 
residential and open space.

The renewal of East Darling Harbour will include half 
of the site being developed into a waterfront city park. 
This is equivalent to building a second Hyde Park, 
located right on the Harbour’s foreshore. The park will 
incorporate a foreshore walkway, completing the NSW 
Government’s project to build a continuous foreshore 
walk from Woolloomooloo to Anzac Bridge, totalling 14 
kilometres, substantially greening the western edge of 
Sydney City.

F1.2.4 Connect the regional cities of Liverpool and 
Penrith to open space and river foreshores. 

The future regional cities of Liverpool and Penrith will 
provide iconic open space as a focus for recreation, 
cultural activities, entertainment, community 
interaction and identity. 

Promoting the riverside location and linking centres 
with the river will enhance their attractiveness to 
business and residents. National case studies of 
successful urban foreshore improvements include 
the Southbank developments, in both Melbourne and 
Brisbane, which whilst at a different scale have fulfilled 
this role of connecting the city with the river.

“THE HARBOUR IS NOT ONLY A PLACE FOR 
 RECREATION AND NATURE,BUT IT IS 
ALSO AN INTEGRAL PART OF OUR IDENTITY THAT IS

   FREE TO US ALL” — FORUM PARTICIPANT

FIGURE F3 
SYDNEY’S REGIONAL 
RIVER CITIES

REGIONAL CITY

RIVER/HARBOUR

REGIONAL OPEN SPACE

OPEN SPACE
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FIGURE F4 
LOCATION OF 
SHARING SYDNEY 
HARBOUR ACCESS 
PROJECTS FUNDED 
2003–2005

HARBOUR ACCESS PROJECT

REGIONAL OPEN SPACE

OPEN SPACE

EXISTING URBAN AREA
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F1.2.5 Implement the Sharing Sydney Harbour 
Access Program (2003–2008). 

The five year Sharing Sydney Harbour Access Program 
was launched in 2003. The Program provides up to 
$2 million annually to local councils and associations 
for projects that increase access to the Harbour. So 
far it has contributed $4 million to 73 access projects 
across 17 council areas. With matching funds from 
grant recipients, this will deliver at least $8 million 
worth of access and recreational improvements. The 
program is funded by the Department of Planning, 
NSW Maritime Authority, and the Sydney Harbour 
Foreshore Authority.

The projects funded so far will deliver nearly 16 
kilometres of new or improved walking and cycling 
paths, new or improved boat ramps, jetties and 
wharves, and open space improvements.

In 2005 the Program funded a new walking guide ‘A 
Harbour Circle Walk’. The guide details a 26 kilometre 
walking route showcasing the delights of exploring 
Sydney Harbour on foot.Projects currently being 
funded will deliver:
•  15.9 kilometres of new or improved walking and 

cycling paths, including 4.3 kilometres of brand new 
access;

•  improvements to three boat ramps;
•  open space improvements at 13 locations;
•  new or improved small boat access facilities at 21 

locations; and
•  new or improved pick up and set down wharves and 

jetties at six locations.

The funding in 2006 will prioritise projects that 
implement Metropolitan Strategy directions.

F1.3 IMPROVE ACCESS TO WATERWAYS AND LINKS 
BETWEEN BUSHLAND, PARKS AND CENTRES

F1.3.1 Continue to develop the framework for an 
integrated network of regional recreation trails as 
part of the overall open space system in partnership 
with local government, National Parks and Wildlife 
Service and the Roads and Traffic Authority. 

Regional recreation trails meet the growing 
community demand for informal healthy activities, for 
recreation and active transport across Sydney. Trails 
are a corridor or pathway, mainly off–road, used for 
recreational walking or cycling and pass through or 
connect landscapes, facilities or sites of regional or 
metropolitan significance. 

There is already over 900 kilometres of regional 
recreation trails across Sydney. Existing regional 
trails include the Waverley Cliff Top Walk, the Bay 
Run around Iron Cove and the new M7 Motorway 40 
kilometre cycleway and walking path. The use of these 
paths and trails are increasingly popular. 

The Regional Recreation Trails Framework provides a 
vision to build on the identified high demand for an 
integrated trail network as part of the overall open 
space system. The indicative trail framework identifies 
1,150 kilometres of walking and cycling paths and 
trails that will be coordinated by the Department 
of Planning and developed in partnership with local 
government, National Parks and Wildlife Service and 
the Roads and Traffic Authority. 
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The NSW Government released Planning Guidelines 
for Walking and Cycling (2004) to support councils, 
communities and the development industry to improve 
planning for walking and cycling and create healthier 
and more sustainable cities and centres. 

The Regional Recreation Trails Framework will improve 
the recreational opportunities in Western Sydney and 
urban areas undergoing renewal. They provide new 
safe connections between regional cities, centres and 
towns connecting with the recreation facilities and 
natural assets, waterways and foreshores that people 
want to access. The regional recreational trails network 
will connect regional open space and centres with a 
safe and accessible walking and cycling network.

The regional trails should be complemented by local 
and district feeder connector trails, with the aim of 
providing trails a maximum of 1.5 kilometre (about a 
15 minute walk) from all residential areas in Sydney. 
Currently, about 75 per cent of Sydneysiders live 
within a 15 minute walk to the existing and planned 
recreation trails. The Regional Recreation Trails will be 
priority projects of the Metropolitan Greenspace fund. 
Alternative funding options will also be investigated.

F1.3.2  Work in partnership with other Government 
agencies — such as Department of Tourism, 
Sport and Recreation, NSW Health and the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service — to develop 
a comprehensive communications package for 
regional recreation trails.

Department of Planning will work in partnership with 
other Government agencies — such as Department 
of Tourism, Sport and Recreation, NSW Health and 
Department of Environment and Conservation — to 
develop a comprehensive communications package, to 
ensure Sydneysiders are aware of the trails network. 
The package will provide signage and maps showing 
links to facilities such as railway stations, shops, picnic 
areas and playgrounds.
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F2 PROVIDE A DIVERSE MIX OF PARKS 
AND PUBLIC PLACES

The planning of Centres, Towns, Villages and 
Neighbourhoods aims to maintain the unique character 
of existing communities, to make safer and more 
accessible places and to ensure communities are 
provided with the local services that they need. Open 
space will be planned to meet the needs of people of 
all abilities, cultures and ages. This includes planning 
parks for large extended family gatherings, active 
sports and with accessible facilities. Open space will 
be improved in and near locations where development 
will be focused. 

Recreation demands and opportunities across Sydney 
were recently assessed by the Department of 
Planning in consultation with local government. The 
highest growth in public demand was for informal 
recreation areas, such as walking and cycling trails 
through parks and along waterways. There was also a 
strong demand for family oriented parks that cater for 
a variety of experiences.

Local centres are an increasing focus as community 
meeting places. Local centres will be planned as places 
with high quality and safe public domains with housing 
taking advantage of nearby parks and public places.

F2.1  IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LOCAL          
OPEN SPACE

F2.1.1 Update the Outdoor Recreation and Open 
Space Planning Guidelines for Local Government 
(Department of Planning 1992). 

The Outdoor Recreation and Open Space Planning 
Guidelines for Local Government (Department of 
Planning, 1992) will be updated to consider changing 
community needs and demographics.

The Guidelines will ensure open space is considered 
in the development of new housing and revisions of 
Local Environment Plans and developer contributions 
plans. They will include guidance on how to plan for 
multiple uses to get the maximum value from open 
space as communities change.

The quality of open space can be improved by 
investing in facilities, playgrounds, bush regeneration 
and sports fields and improving design standards, to 
realise the full potential of existing spaces.

BAY RUN AROUND IRON COVE: 
PART OF THE METROPOLITAN GREENSPACE PROGRAM

WAVERLY CLIFF TOP WALK:
A PROJECT OF THE METROPOLITAN GREENSPACE PROGRAM
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F2.1.2 Plan for local open space in new release 
areas to integrate and promote access to all 
services at a local level — from transport and jobs, 
to parks and open spaces.

The Growth Centres Commission will undertake 
detailed Precinct Planning as precincts in the North 
West and South West growth centres are released. 
This planning will integrate and promote access to all 
services at a local level — from transport and jobs, to 
parks and public places.

In planning for a range of community development 
services, the Growth Centres Commission will ensure 
a range of public open spaces which are easy for 
residents to get to, and provide for a broad range of 
community uses.

For land released outside of the North West and South 
West growth centres, the provision of open space 
must meet the clear sustainability criteria set out 
under Table G2.

F2.1.3 Complete the open space inventory and 
access report of all local and regional open space 
in Sydney. 

The open space inventory is an electronic spatial 
database of all local and regional open space in 
Sydney. The inventory was built in partnership with 
local government and State Government agencies 
responsible for open space provision and management. 

The inventory is a valuable tool to develop strategies 
for open space provision and improvements, to 
monitor and test changes to open space provision 
and use over time. The inventory can be used to plan 
improved access to open space by identifying barriers 
such major roads and rail corridors and to ensure that 
urban renewal is linked to improvements in access and 
quality of open space. 

The inventory will include details on open space provision 
across the region by type, amount and function.
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FIGURE F6 
AREAS IN SYDNEY 
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F2.1.4 Develop regional open space strategies 
to assess the amount, type, accessibility and 
distribution of local open space to be used in the 
assessment of Local Environmental Plans (LEPs) 
and require the provision of local open space in 
planning for centres. 

Regional open space strategies will set clear 
priorities to plan for growth and change. Subregional 
planning and urban renewal projects will inform the 
regional open space strategies and funding for open 
space development and planning. This will ensure 
future development is in locations with access to 
recreational activities.

The Department of Planning will develop a method to 
assess the amount, type, accessibility and distribution 
of local open space to be used in the assessment of 
Local Environmental Plans and require the provision of 
local open space in planning for centres. 

The open space strategies will make use of recreation 
demand studies and an open space inventory 
developed by the Department of Planning. The open 
space inventory identifies existing open space across 
Sydney and opportunities for improved access and 
better use.

The Government will work with local councils and 
Catchment Management Authorities to ensure 
that urban renewal is matched by enhancement to 
environmental quality, improved amenity of places, 
access to parks and recreation and provision of 
facilities by:
•  identifying centres that are close to open space; 
•  improving open space in urban renewal areas; 
•  improving links between and access to open space 

through identifying projects that can be implemented 
through Metropolitan Greenspace Programs; and

•  identify opportunities to align open space outcomes 
with protection of the natural environment and 
Aboriginal cultural heritage.

Regional open space strategies will set the framework 
and priorities for open space funding programs across 
Sydney.
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F2.2  INVESTIGATE FUTURE OPTIONS FOR OPEN 
SPACE PROVISION AND MANAGEMENT

F2.2.1 Investigate innovative and efficient joint use 
of Government property, consistent with the Inquiry 
into the Joint Use and Collocation of Public Buildings. 

Opportunities for providing additional open space in 
established areas are limited. Potential innovative 
and efficient use of government properties will be 
investigated. 

As the population grows and demographic 
characteristics change, there will be new demands 
for State and local public buildings and sites. The 
potential for joint use of open space and recreation 
facilities such as in schools, hospitals, universities and 
community centres will be supported consistent with 
the Inquiry into the report on Joint Use and Collocation 
of Public Buildings (Report No. 53/04, Standing 
Committee on Public Works).

The demand for open space will be among a range of 
factors considered when Government land is no longer 
required for its current use. 

F2.2.2 Department of Planning, local government 
and the Department of Local Government to 
investigate funding options to improve existing 
open space.

There is largely enough open space to cater for 
growth and the majority of recreation needs in existing 
urban areas. However there are often inadequate 
facilities and poor access to much of these lands. In 
the established areas the Government will work with 
local government to investigate options for getting 
more value out of existing open space and realising 
the benefits from previous land purchases. Additional 
funding sources for open space improvements will be 
investigated.
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FIGURE F7 
SYDNEY’S MAJOR 
SPORTING AND 
CULTURAL EVENT 
FACILITIES

GLOBAL SYDNEY

REGIONAL CITY

MAJOR CULTURAL EVENT 
FACILITY

MAJOR SPORTS EVENT 
FACILITY

                                
DECLARED WILDERNESS

NATIONAL PARK

                                           
STATE CONSERVATION 
AREAS

REGIONAL OPEN SPACE

OPEN SPACE

����������
�������������

�����������
�������������

�������������
�������������

���������������
�������������������

������������

���������
����������

��������������
����������������������

�������������

������������

������������
����������

����������
�������������

������������
�������

���������������

����������
���������

����������
��������

����������������

��������������
���������������������
����������
���������������
��������������������

�������������������
��������������

��������������
���������������
�������������

��������������
����������
���������
����������������

�������������
������������������

�������

���������

����������

������������
������

F3 IMPROVE SYDNEY’S MAJOR 
SPORTING AND CULTURAL EVENT 
FACILITIES

F3.1  IMPROVE SYDNEY’S MAJOR SPORTING AND 
CULTURAL EVENT FACILITIES

Sydney has a wealth of major venues that have a 
regional role in hosting major sporting events and 
cultural festivals. 

Major event and cultural facilities make a significant 
contribution to the attractiveness of Sydney as a place 
to live, work and visit. These facilities provide places 
for community celebrations and contribute to regional 
identity. Facilities will be integrated with local and 
regional arts and cultural programs.

Existing facilities with a regional role will be supported 
through improved accessibility and new facilities 
located to support access from across the region. 
There are many localities in Sydney that host festivals 
and events which target unique local environmental, 
economic or cultural characteristics.

F3.1.1 Facilitate the improvement of major event 
facilities in Western Sydney. 

The Department of Planning will work with other 
agencies to facilitate the improvement of major 
sporting and cultural facilities in western Sydney.

Blacktown Olympic Park has 50 hectares of parkland 
in Western Sydney Parklands that hosts sporting and 
community events as well as leisure facilities. Last 
year the site hosted over 2,000 events. 

Blacktown City Council plans to construct new 
stadiums and sports fields for cricket and AFL at 
Blacktown Olympic Park, complementing the existing 
softball, baseball and athletics facilities. 

Soccer fields are also being planned between Rooty 
Hill Road South and the Orbital Motorway Network. 

The future regional cities of Liverpool and Penrith 
will provide regional cultural space as a focus for 
entertainment, community interaction and events. 
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F3.1.2 Expand TravelSmart, voluntary travel 
behaviour change programs, for major sports and 
cultural events to encourage sustainable transport 
through improved information, transport services 
and integrated event ticketing. 

Managing travel is important for special events in 
which large numbers of people attend. People are 
often travelling to places they do not visit often and 
may not be familiar with how to get to the venue or 
the special transport services provided.

Transport was pivotal to the success of the Sydney 
2000 Olympic Games. Lessons from the Olympics 
have now become standard practice for many 
major events. TravelSmart programs which provide 
information on travel choices for households and 
workplaces, will continue to be used for travel to one-
off and regular major sports and cultural events. 

Information about travel to and from major sites by 
walking, cycling and public transport will be provided 
to reduce the impact of car travel on the surrounding 
area and improve the overall experience for attendees 
at major events. There are also opportunities to 
encourage use of more sustainable transport for 
major events with improved transport services and 
integrated event ticketing.

247

actions
PARKS AND PUBLIC PLACES




