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COMMUNITY HOUSING ORGANISATIONS IN AUSTRALIA RECORDED A SURPLUS 
IN THE THREE YEARS TO 2005-06. TO ACHIEVE LOW COSTS, MANY USED 
VOLUNTARY LABOUR, RECEIVED DISCOUNTED RATES, AND DID NOT PROVIDE 
FOR DEPRECIATION.  

KEY POINTS This bulletin is based on 
research by Dr Jon Hall 
and Professor Mike 

Berry of the AHURI 
RMIT Research Centre. 
The research analysed 
the financial records of 
eighteen community 
housing organisations 
and explored how such 
organisations might be 
able to address their 
financial status.

Financial outcomes of 
Community Housing 
Organisations 



POLICY CONTEXT

METHOD

http://www.ahuri.edu.au/publications/p30359/
http://www.ahuri.edu.au/publications/p30359/


KEY FINDINGS 



FIGURE 1: COMMUNITY HOUSING ORGANISATIONS — REAL AVERAGE OPERATING SURPLUSES/
DEFICITS PER DWELLING: 2003/04–2005/06 (JUNE 2006 DOLLARS)

Community housing sample
(18 organisations)

Public housing organisations
(8 Australian organisations)

Income
Average net income $4,601 $4,725

Expenditure

Average expenditure $3,796 $5,112
Surplus/Deficit

Interest and depreciation $1,320 -$2,230

TABLE 1: FINANCIAL POSITION OF COMMUNITY HOUSING AND PUBLIC HOUSING 2005-06 
(DOLLARS PER DWELLING)



Is community housing expenditure for 

maintenance too low?

POLICY IMPLICATIONS
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FURTHER INFORMATION

Operating deficits and Community Housing: 
policy options for reversing the trend.

Operating 
deficits and Public Housing: policy options for 
reversing the trend 2005-06 update
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