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Our New Approach to Transport  
and Land Use Planning 
Our ten year program of investment will be enhanced by 
an integrated approach to transport and land use planning 
to ensure transport supports Sydney’s role in the national 
economy and provides new locations for living, working, 
shopping, education and other community and
recreational facilities.

The Metropolitan Transport Plan recognises that travel 
demand will increase with population growth, economic 
activity and the maturity of transport systems. If no action 
is taken, the cost of urban traffic congestion will increase 
significantly. These avoidable costs include extra travel time, 
increased unreliability, higher vehicle and fuel costs and 
poorer air quality.

Our transport network must do more than cater for 
growth—it must help shape a compact and efficient city. 
Jobs need to be planned closer to home to reduce the social, 
environmental and economic costs of urban development. 

As the Metropolitan Transport Plan will be incorporated 
into the Metropolitan Strategy, our planning for Sydney will 
ensure housing and employment areas are provided in the 
right locations, including key transport corridors. Land use 
projections and decisions will help get the best value from 
investment in transport infrastructure. 

Responding to future land uses
The Metropolitan Strategy identifies Regional Cities—
Parramatta, Liverpool and Penrith—that have a full range 
of jobs, services and recreational opportunities. 

It also identifies centres such as Blacktown or 
Chatswood which will be supported by increased housing 
densities within walking distance of public transport. These 
will be the location of bus and rail interchanges alongside 
major employment and retail services and higher density 
housing. 

Western Sydney will experience significant community 
and jobs growth in the future, requiring efficient, frequent 
and reliable public transport to the region’s centres and 
dedicated freight routes to employment areas. 

Buses can more easily be the first public transport type 
in Western Sydney’s new release areas, helping to promote 
public transport use. They can provide effective services 
in areas not covered by the rail network and provide the 
services needed to support public transport targets. 

The harbourside cities of Sydney 
and North Sydney will continue 
to grow at the heart of Global 
Sydney, whilst the river cities of 
Parramatta, Liverpool and Penrith 
will have improved access to jobs 
and lifestyle opportunities for the 
growing parts of Sydney

Sydney is a City of Cities.
SOURCE: METROPOLITAN STRATEGY, 
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING
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Planning  
for Sydney 
the national 
perspective

 
Through its National Reform Agenda, 
the Australian Government’s 
nation building infrastructure 
policies are directed at ensuring 
efficient investment in, and use of, 
infrastructure to encourage future 
productivity growth in the economy. 

The future of Sydney as the 
State’s largest city and capital 
is integrally linked to national 
objectives. The integration of 
long–term urban planning and 
infrastructure investment in Sydney 
has national implications. 

The Metropolitan Transport 
Plan is the strategic land use and 
infrastructure policy platform to 
complement the national reform 
agenda to support the development 
of sustainable, liveable and 
affordable cities. 

Investment in physical 
infrastructure can boost national 

long–term economic output and 
productive capacity more than other 
types of investment. Investment in 
economic infrastructure will help 
drive a more diverse, competitive 
and sustainable economy that 
generates substantial and lasting 
economic, social and environmental 
benefits.

Our urban development agenda 
is also strengthened by reforms to 
transport planning and governance. 
A new direction has been 
established.
• The formation of NSW Transport 

and Infrastructure (NSWTI) brings 
13 transport agencies together into 
a single entity. 

• This Metropolitan Transport Plan 
will be incorporated into the 
Metropolitan Strategy review. 
Following consultation, a 
consolidated Metropolitan Plan will 
guide Sydney’s future land use and 
transport planning.

• A service contract model will 
be established where NSWTI 
nominates the outcomes required 
and operators will deliver against 
these.

With this new structure, 
integration across Government will 
be enhanced. The Director General 
of NSWTI has single reporting 
responsibility to the Minister and 
Parliament for the delivery of all 
transport infrastructure planning, 
construction and services. 

This includes jointly–
funded projects that serve the 
national economy. Previously, 
Commonwealth agencies such 
as Infrastructure Australia had to 
negotiate directly with the different 
rail, road or ports agencies.

Our new approach provides 
clarity of ownership, integration 
between agencies and financial 
control of projects. 

It provides the backbone for 
a strong strategic land use and 
development policy platform for 
NSW to complement the National 
Reform Agenda and provides the 
structure for plans to meet the 
Council of Australian Government’s 
(COAG) Criteria for Future Strategic 
Planning of Capital Cities.
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Managing sustainable development  
for Sydney 
Delivering effective urban renewal relies on defining clear 
outcomes and allocating responsibility for these outcomes. 

While a coordinated group of agencies and councils can 
guide delivery of small scale redevelopment, more focused 
control is needed to manage the substantial risks and 
benefits arising from transforming investment in Sydney’s 
transport system. 

We will deliver real change for land use and transport 
planning by establishing a Sydney Metropolitan 
Development Authority (SMDA) to drive development in 
existing areas. 

The Authority will work across government, with 
councils and with the private sector and will focus on 
corridors and centres prioritised by the Metropolitan 
Transport Plan and Metropolitan Strategy review. The 
Authority will be similar to the Redfern Waterloo Authority, 
which has an excellent track record for delivering urban 
renewal quickly. 

Supporting the SMDA will be a planning unit within 
NSWTI. All major transport planning decisions will be 
approved by both the Minister for Planning and Minister 
for Transport & Roads and must meet the objectives of 
the consolidated Metropolitan Plan and NSW State Plan. 
In addition, significant land use decisions such as the 
declaration of new growth centres, release areas or major 
urban renewal sites will be made by both ministers.

The SDMA will work closely with the Department 
of Planning and NSWTI to develop priorities for urban 
renewal and development in Sydney. It will adopt a 
streamlined, cross–government approach to delivering 
urban renewal outcomes. 

The Sydney Metropolitan  
Development Authority will:
• be responsible for delivering against the actions of the 

consolidated Metropolitan Plan;
• define and recommend areas that will benefit from renewal;
• where appropriate, act as a development proponent on 

State–owned land (identified and vested in the SMDA) 
to expedite development and provide local economic 
benefits;

• apply new transport oriented development and rapid 
rezoning tools recently approved by government to drive 
urban renewal, new residential housing, employment 

land and transport infrastructure. In this capacity the 
Authority will partner with councils as the Department of 
Planning does in the Growth Centres;

• consider options for funding, including value uplift and 
private sector investment, in urban renewal areas;

• attract private sector investment in urban renewal areas 
(such as the Channel Seven relocation to Redfern);

• be answerable to the Ministers for Planning and 
Transport & Roads and work across agencies to deliver 
infrastructure to support urban renewal. 

Urban Renewal Implementation Tools
Measures to control the location and type of urban 
development through structure planning and rezoning 
are critical implementation tools for urban renewal.

The Department of Planning has already established 
an Urban Renewal Planning Branch specifically to tailor 
the planning, design and assessment framework for 
precincts in new transport corridors.

The Department is preparing an Urban Renewal State 
Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP) to consolidate 
and streamline the rezoning process for areas that are 
defined as urban renewal precincts. The SEPP will:
• streamline the rezoning approach for designated 

precincts where there is urban renewal opportunity 
associated with public transport;

• promote mixed use and appropriate higher intensity 
uses within walking distance of public transport 
infrastructure;

• achieve a sustainable centre structure and built form 
via consistency with an adopted precinct plan prepared 
using urban design guidelines;

• be simple, rapid and able to deliver land use certainty.
Even with these improved planning controls, extensive 

redevelopment in urban renewal precincts will be difficult 
when the land around new or improved transport hubs 
is in multiple ownership. Legislative reform may be 
required to allow the Government to amalgamate sites in 
defined urban renewal precincts by:
• reducing the majority of strata title holders required 

to enable strata redevelopment within defined urban 
renewal precincts;

• enabling compulsory acquisition of property covered by 
an adopted urban renewal precinct plan in situations 
where achieving an urban renewal outcome is at risk 
—even where the property may be onsold for private 
development.

Urban Renewal  
A new Sydney Metropolitan 
Development Authority
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The growth and development of Sydney’s 
cities and major centres will help us 
achieve a shared vision for Sydney. 
We will work to increase the number 
of people who live and work within 
30 minutes by public transport 
of a city or major centre and 
increase the share of commuter 
trips made by public transport 
to and from the Sydney CBD and 
other cities and major centres 
during peak hours.

We will grow the cities within Sydney—
transforming the Sydney CBD and renewing 
our support for Parramatta as the second CBD.

Through the final Metropolitan Plan and a strong 
partnership with local government, Liverpool and Penrith 
will also be enhanced. 

In addition, the Department of Planning will release 
Strengthening Sydney’s Strategic Centres to set out strengths 
and strategic directions for all our centres.

Sydney City
We will enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with 
the City of Sydney to transform the heart of our Global 
City. This historic partnership will see us working together 
to contribute to jobs growth, wealth generation and 
sustainability. 

The partnership will see physical improvements around 
Town Hall, Chinatown and along our Harbour foreshores. 
It will consider options for the 
transformation of George 
Street, will improve the 
way pedestrians and 
cyclists get around the 
city, support the City 
of Sydney’s Laneway 
Revitalisation, improve 
the attractiveness and 
availability of public 
transport, support 
commercial vehicles and 
help to renew older parts 
of the City.

Parramatta
The SMDA will make Parramatta 
a priority for economic 
development, focusing on 
better planning and better 
transport infrastructure and 
services for Western Sydney. 

We will plan for increased 
densities in and around 

Parramatta and in nearby centres 
such as Westmead and Rosehill, 

and ensure transport to and from 
Parramatta is efficient and sustainable. 

The Western Express will provide fast, 
frequent, express trains to the City. 

Liverpool
Liverpool’s economic health will be boosted by new 
commercial development around the public transport 
interchange, with retail development focused around 
Macquarie Street Mall and Westfield Shopping Centre. 
Links within the city centre and between the city centre, 
Casula Powerhouse, Chipping Norton Lakes system and 
Warwick Farm will be improved and will help reconnect 
the city centre to the Georges River. 

We will coordinate new development with new 
residential areas in the South West Growth Centre and 
strengthen the Liverpool Education and Medical cluster.

Penrith
We will work with local government to increase 
private sector investment and help expand Penrith 
as an administrative centre following the opening 
of NSW and Australian Government office sites. 
Connections between the Nepean River and the 
city centre will be improved as part of wider support 

for walking, pedestrian and bus links. We will 
develop the North Penrith defence site as an element 

of the city centre for business.

We will grow the cities within Sydney 
—transforming Sydney, Parramatta, 
Liverpool and Penrith


