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Our 10 year funding guarantee 
is a program to deliver essential 
transport infrastructure and services.
 
Our commitments will meet Sydney’s expected population and 
employment growth over the next 10 years.  

It is a program for all transport types and covers both infrastructure 
and better services.

It will help deliver the future vision for Sydney.  

Some of the highlights are:

•  extra line extensions for more platforms at busy CBD stations, 
delivering more trains and faster journeys from Western Sydney;

•  an expanded rail system to south west Sydney and 
commencement of construction of the North West Rail Link;

• light rail in the CBD and a further extension to the Inner West;

• more air conditioned train carriages;

• a thousand extra buses;

• completion of the 43 strategic bus corridors across Sydney;

•  completion of the highest priority missing links in the Sydney 
Strategic Cycleway Network.

This 10 year program is guaranteed and will be built into the NSW 
State Budget and the State Infrastructure Strategy.

It will begin reshaping Sydney and set the groundwork for the 
delivery of our 25 year transport and land use plan to achieve a 
sustainable and connected future.
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New Express Rail Services  
for Western Sydney supporting 
jobs and housing growth

We will deliver faster and more frequent rail 
services to Western Sydney. A new five kilometre 
priority tunnel will be built to separate western 
services from inner city trains to provide shorter 
journey times.  New platforms will be built at 
Redfern, Central, Town Hall and Wynyard to cater 
for these new services.

New express train services will be introduced from 
Richmond, Penrith, Blacktown and Parramatta.

This upgrade also provides future capacity to increase 
services from the north and from the south west including 
Liverpool, Campbelltown, Sydney Airport, Fairfield and 
Leppington.

Building on existing enhancements, we will get the most 
out of our current system through extensive improvements, 
while at the same time planning for a flexible and 
sustainable system befitting a Global City: one that can 
serve large populations and different demands. 

We will invest in engineering works to give every train a 
clear run through the network. Engineering works include 
the removal of cross–overs and merging or lane changing 
for train services.

The implementation of the new line from Eveleigh 
to Wynyard makes it possible for us to significantly 
increase capacity for Western Sydney services. The new 
stations will cater for longer trains. Other stations along 
the line will be lengthened.

Rail transport expansion will connect Western Sydney 
and the rapidly growing new urban areas in the Growth 
Centres to Sydney CBD and other Sydney centres. New 
express train services will help increase the capacity of the 
whole rail network.

The enhancements, such as the upgrade of rail stations and 
removal of the network inefficiencies, will support continuing 
employment growth and urban renewal in the centres such 
as Sydney CBD and Parramatta, as well as other centres along 
the railway corridors, such as Redfern/Waterloo.

Reduced travel times, greater customer comfort 
and increased frequency will attract more customers. 
Upfront planning and preservation of corridors via the 
Infrastructure State Environmental Planning Policy 
provides greater certainty to land owners and investors.

The Western Express Concept

The Western Express will have consequent benefits 
across the network.

The Western Express Project will see the Main West 
tracks, which currently terminate at Central, extended 
via new track from Eveleigh into new underground 
platforms at Redfern, Railway Square (near Central), 
City West (near Town Hall) and Wynyard.

This will eliminate the need for Western trains to 
merge with suburban tracks before reaching the CBD, 
also addressing the fundamental capacity bottleneck 
of Illawarra Junction, which currently limits our ability 
to run extra services on the North, South and Inner 
West lines.

It achieves full separation of express, suburban and 
local lines. 

Once separated and with the addition of Automatic 
Train Protection, we can significantly increase the 
number of trains on each track.

Western Express Project
Ten Year 

Expenditure 
Total 

Project Cost 
City Relief Line (new line from Eveleigh to Wynyard)

Enabling works

Total $4,530 M $4,530 M

What we will deliver
• Improved capacity and travel times from  

the city’s west.
• Ultimately more than 5,000 extra seats from 

Parramatta in the peak hour.
• Travel time savings of five minutes between our two 

CBDs, and ten minutes from Penrith to the City.
• Eight new platforms—each long enough to 

accommodate 12 car trains—between Redfern and 
Wynyard. Trains will initially be 10 cars long, with 
capacity for future growth.

• A smarter approach that preserves corridors and 
creates options for a flexible rail system for the future.

• Pedestrian access to Barangaroo.
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STATION REGION
TRAVEL TIME 

IMPROVEMENT*
CAPACITY  

IMPROVEMENT

Parramatta West 5 min 90%

Penrith West 10 min 50%

Richmond Line West 10 min  
*refers to travel time to Wynyard

City Relief enables more 
South Line services to the 
Sydney CBD.

City Relief enables more 
Northern Line services to the 
Sydney CBD.

City Relief resolves capacity 
constraints at the Illawarra 
Line junction by enabling fully 
sectorised operation.

SYDNEY

PARRAMATTA

PENRITH

The City Relief 
line will deliver the 
Western Express and 
other benefits across 
the system
SOURCE: RAILCORP
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An expanded light rail network  
providing an effective and 
sustainable option for the inner city

We will provide an efficient light rail system to 
service the inner city via two lines: an extension 
from Lilyfield to Dulwich Hill and from Circular 
Quay to Haymarket, via Barangaroo.

Light rail is a sustainable transport mode that connects key 
locations on a fixed surface route. Light rail will connect 
with buses and the higher capacity CityRail network.

Our guarantee to provide light rail means we will switch 
our efforts from a feasibility study to the supporting studies 
required for the Environmental Assessment process.  This 
will get us on the front foot for approval to construct.

In the CBD, light rail will support extensive development 
at Barangaroo, the King Street Wharf financial precinct, the 
Walsh Bay entertainment precinct and the Rocks. 

In the Inner West, an extended light rail system will give 
residents another option for accessing the CBD, Pyrmont 
and Darling Harbour. It will allow commuters to connect 
with the Inner West and Bankstown CityRail Lines.

Combined with our initiatives with the City of Sydney, 
light rail will help to improve the way people use, enjoy and 
get around the Sydney CBD.

Light Rail Projects
Ten Year  

Expenditure 
Total 

Project Cost 
Dulwich Hill to Lilyfield

Circular Quay via Barangaroo to Haymarket

Enabling Roadworks and Infrastructure

Total $500 M $500 M

What we will deliver
• An environmentally friendly transport option for 

Sydney’s inner city.
• Strong connections to retail, employment and  

social destinations.
• 10 kilometres of new light rail track.
• Interchange with CityRail and bus services at key 

locations as well as with ferries at Circular Quay.
• Walking and cycling connections along the Inner 

West line. 
• Up to 20 new stations.
• Six services each hour along the network.

Lightrail Extension 
Proposal, Sydney CBD
SOURCE: NSWTI
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Light Rail–Lilyfield–Dulwich Hill Extension

Existing Light Rail–Central–Lilyfield

Light Rail–Haymarket–Circular Quay Extension

Indicative Lightrail 
Extension Proposal, 
Inner West & CBD
SOURCE: NSWTI
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New communities in Sydney’s North West and 
South West Growth Centres will house over 
180,000 new homes, around half a million people 
and a diversity of employment opportunities.

New development in these areas will be accompanied by 
a sustainable public transport system to encourage public 
transport use from the outset.

Heavy rail links will reduce car dependency, reduce 
traffic congestion, and offer fast routes for residents in our 
newest communities to job hubs in our Regional Cities and 
the Global Economic Corridor from Macquarie Park to 
Sydney CBD.

• 
North West Rail Link 
• The North West Rail Link will connect regional 

commuter car parks and bus interchanges and offer a fast 
direct route connecting population centres and strategic 
locations between the north west of Sydney, Macquarie 
Park and the CBD.

• It will alleviate current crowding problems predicted on 
the Richmond and Main West Line in the longer term by 
providing rail services from the north west.

• It will encourage business growth in the North West and, 
combined with new residential developments in the area, 
encourage an increase in public transport commuters.

• It will be supported by the quadruplication of the line 
from St Leonards to Chatswood, allowing a seamless 
connection into the existing rail network.

• On current estimates it will, by 2024, carry 18.7 million
passengers each year.

South West Rail Link
• The South West Rail Link will connect new growth 

areas from Glenfield to Leppington, via Edmondson 
Park, by 2016.

• It will service the expected 110,000 new homes in the 
South West Growth Centre and a residential population 
of 300,000 people.

• It will have the capacity to deliver thousands of workers to 
Parramatta, Sydney’s second CBD.

• It will serve as a significant form of access to 8,000 new 
jobs in the planned Leppington Major Centre.

Rail to match the demands of growth 
servicing the North West and  
South West Growth Centres

What we will deliver
• The planning and commencement of construction of 

the 23 kilometre North West Rail Link from Epping to 
Rouse Hill.

• At completion, six new underground stations at 
Franklin Road (Cherrybrook), Castle Hill, Hills Centre, 
Norwest Business Park, Burns Road and Rouse Hill 
and a new stabling facility to the west of Rouse Hill.

• Over 11 kilometres of new twin track from Glenfield to 
Leppington.

• New stations and commuter car parks at Leppington 
and Edmondson Park and a new train stabling facility.

• Double the existing track between Chatswood and  
St Leonards.
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Growth Area Rail Projects
Ten Year 

Expenditure 
Total 

Project Cost 
South West Rail Link

North West Rail Link

Chatswood to St Leonards Quadruplication

Total $2,759 M *$9,551  M

* Including funding already committed for the South West Rail Link.

$2.8 billion in the first 10 years, as 
part of a $9.6 billion investment

North West and South 
West Rail Extension
SOURCE: NSWTI
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Better bus connections mean more services in 
both peak and off peak times, newer buses for 
improved passenger comfort and better priority 
measures to improve speed and reliability. 

We started work on 43 strategic bus corridors in 2005 to 
provide a network of routes connecting the City of Cities. 
So far 31 strategic bus corridors have been fully or partially 
implemented including two Transitways (Liverpool to 
Parramatta and Parramatta to Rouse Hill).  

We will complete all the missing links by 2014. 

Road infrastructure, like bus lanes, and technology 
solutions, such as on board bus priority systems that change 
traffic lights from red to green, will improve bus speeds and 
reliability.  

Over the next few years we will identify new corridors 
for fast, frequent services across the city to improve 
connections between Sydney’s centres, new housing areas 
and employment developments.

A thousand new buses will be added to Sydney’s 
bus network, increasing the size of our fleet by around 
25 per cent. These buses will help to deliver our service 
improvement goals and the services people expect.  We will 
simplify the way routes are classified so the bus network is 
easier to understand and a better reflection of the land uses 
it serves. 

Better Bus Connections 
to get buses out of traffic  
and back on schedule

Bus Projects
Ten Year 

Expenditure 
Total 

Project Cost 
Bus Priority Measures

New Buses 

Replacement Buses 

New Bus Depots 

Total $2,878 M ONGOING

What we will deliver:
• A thousand new buses.
• A network of 43 strategic bus corridors connecting 

our city of cities, all with new bus priority measures.
• More frequent bus services and reduced journey 

times.
• Longer peak and off peak service periods.
• More bus services where people want to go 

including connections to our rail and ferry 
networks and centres.  

• A public transport information and priority system 
to improve average bus speeds.


