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Better bus connections mean more services in 
both peak and off peak times, newer buses for 
improved passenger comfort and better priority 
measures to improve speed and reliability. 

We started work on 43 strategic bus corridors in 2005 to 
provide a network of routes connecting the City of Cities. 
So far 31 strategic bus corridors have been fully or partially 
implemented including two Transitways (Liverpool to 
Parramatta and Parramatta to Rouse Hill).  

We will complete all the missing links by 2014. 

Road infrastructure, like bus lanes, and technology 
solutions, such as on board bus priority systems that change 
traffic lights from red to green, will improve bus speeds and 
reliability.  

Over the next few years we will identify new corridors 
for fast, frequent services across the city to improve 
connections between Sydney’s centres, new housing areas 
and employment developments.

A thousand new buses will be added to Sydney’s 
bus network, increasing the size of our fleet by around 
25 per cent. These buses will help to deliver our service 
improvement goals and the services people expect.  We will 
simplify the way routes are classified so the bus network is 
easier to understand and a better reflection of the land uses 
it serves. 

Better Bus Connections 
to get buses out of traffic  
and back on schedule

Bus Projects
Ten Year 

Expenditure 
Total 

Project Cost 
Bus Priority Measures

New Buses 

Replacement Buses 

New Bus Depots 

Total $2,878 M ONGOING

What we will deliver:
• A thousand new buses.
• A network of 43 strategic bus corridors connecting 

our city of cities, all with new bus priority measures.
• More frequent bus services and reduced journey 

times.
• Longer peak and off peak service periods.
• More bus services where people want to go 

including connections to our rail and ferry 
networks and centres.  

• A public transport information and priority system 
to improve average bus speeds.



Strategic Bus Corridors
Future Strategic Bus Corridors
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Map of Strategic Bus Corridors
SOURCE: NSW DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING

$2.9 billion for buses over  
the first 10 years as part  
of an ongoing investment 
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We will continue to support active transport—
walking and cycling—to create a healthier, 
more sustainable city. We will work with local 
government to provide direct safe and pleasant 
walking and cycling connections to public 
transport, as well as improved signage and 
related facilities.

 We will release the NSW BikePlan—a strategy that 
responds to the purchase of record numbers of bikes (from 
360,000 in 2006 to 430,000 in 2008). The number of 
NSW households with access to at least one bike is growing 
steadily, and we know that in Sydney specifically about half 
of all households now have at least two bikes.

We have set an ambitious target of five per cent travel 
by bike across Sydney by 2016 for all trips less than 10 
kilometres in our NSW State Plan. The NSW BikePlan 
will outline how our agencies will work together—and 
in partnership with local councils, communities and 
businesses—to grow cycling over the next five, 10 and 20 
years.

The NSW BikePlan will highlight just how bicycle travel 
and tourism can bring new visitors—and jobs—to the 
State’s diverse regions. It will map out the new cycleways 
which will support the expected increase in bicycle trips.

Active Transport Projects
Ten Year  

Expenditure 
Total 

Project Cost 
Sydney Metropolitan Strategic Cycle Network Missing Links

Total $158 M $158 M

Getting Sydney Moving  
promoting a happy, healthy 
and active lifestyle

$158m for a 
properly connected 
off–road cycle 
network in Sydney

What we will deliver
• A new NSW BikePlan in 2010.
• A range of additional programs to encourage  

cycling in Sydney.
• Construction of the missing links in the Sydney 

Metropolitan Strategic Cycle Network. 
• New partnership opportunities with local  

government and business.
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Sydney’s Iconic Ferries  
providing safe and smooth 
travel on Sydney’s waterways

The Sydney ferry network carries over 14 million 
passengers annually and nearly half of these 
trips are for tourism or leisure. The network plays 
a key role for transporting commuters living in 
areas such as Manly, Hunters Hill and Mosman. 

Over the next ten years we will improve ferry services 
through the replacement of two Lady Class and four 
Supercat ferries.  This will modernise the service offered 
and ensure the vessels operating on Sydney Harbour are 
suited to the conditions and the passenger task.

We will also continue to closely monitor the performance 
of Sydney Ferries to ensure services deliver on the Sydney 
Ferries Customer Charter.

What we will deliver
• Replacement of six Lady Class and Supercat vessels.
• Real time timetabling.
• New wharf upgrades.

New Ferry Projects
Ten Year  

Expenditure 
Total 

Project Cost 
Replace 6 Lady Class and Supercat vessels

Ferry Capital Works and Renewal

Total $225 M $709 M

$225m in the  
next 10 years
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Increasing the efficiency of the  
road network making the most 
out of the system we have

Alongside our extensive investments in public 
transport, we will continue to focus on the road 
network, acknowledging its importance to all sorts 
of trips—the movement of freight, a commute to 
work or trips to visit family and friends.  

We will provide more road capacity to meet travel demand 
and fund enhancements to make the most effective use of 
the road network.  We will adopt realistic alternatives for 
the corridors that move people between centres and ensure 
adequate capacity for commercial uses.  

Travel demand will be driven by population and 
employment growth that will generate a range of passenger, 
commercial and freight trips.  The highest forecast levels 
of growth are in Western Sydney and within the jobs rich 
Global Economic Corridor from Macquarie Park, through 
the CBD and to Sydney Airport and Port Botany.

While future investment in roads and development of 
major corridors is required, a new approach to link roads to 
public transport development can reduce the loss of road 
capacity to congestion.

Road Program
Ten Year 

Expenditure 
Total 

Program Cost 
Enhance Sydney’s Motorway Network

Sydney Motorway Network (essential works)

Enhance the Nation’s Highway Network

Great Western Highway

Hume Highway

Pacific Highway

Princes Highway

Responding to growth in Sydney and the Regions

Sydney Road Upgrades

State Wide Road Upgrades

Works and Maintenance

Total $21,850 M ongoing

What we will deliver
• An extra lane in each direction on the M5 and  

M2 Motorways.
• A definition of the boundaries for a future Outer 

Sydney Orbital and commencement of work to 
preserve corridors for the Orbital.

• The roll out of a motorway management system 
which optimises the existing system with off load 
ramps, electronic message signs, CCTV, incident 
detection systems and variable speed limits.

• Continued upgrades to key arterial roads.
• A ‘pinch point’ program to relieve bottlenecks on the 

road system and reduce congestion.
• Funding to improve our connection roads  

across the State.

$21.9bn in the 
next 10 years
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Key Freight Projects 
boosting the economy with  
efficient freight movements

Efficient freight movements are vital to our 
economy. Over the next ten years we will work 
closely with the Australian Government and 
collaborate with local government and industry 
to support efficient freight movement.

We are developing a network of Intermodal Terminals.  
Enfield is already under development, we are investigating 
Moorebank in partnership with the Australian Government, 
and Eastern Creek is in our long–term planning. We have 
developed motorway networks and continue to upgrade 
highways and key road links to support efficient freight 
movement.

In 2010, we will develop the NSW Freight Strategy.  
A focus of the Strategy will be improving the planning 
controls for freight infrastructure—this will help facilitate 
developments such as intermodal freight terminals that are 
supported by efficient transport connections and nearby 
complementary industry and commercial premises.

Through our support for the Australian Government’s 
commitment to an efficient national freight network we 
will continue to work with Infrastructure Australia on the 
National Ports Strategy and Freight Network Plan.
We will also work with local government, including the City 
of Sydney, on ‘last mile’ freight issues and develop light 
commercial vehicle strategies.

We will also continue to work with the Australian 
Government to identify Sydney’s future airport needs.

Freight Projects
Ten Year  

Expenditure 
Total 

Project Cost 
Construction of Enfield Intermodal Terminal

Enfield Staging facility, expansion, marshalling and augmentation

Cooks River to Botany Freight Line Duplication

Total $483 M $483 M

What we will deliver
• Dedicated rail freight routes through Sydney 

including the Southern Sydney Freight Line and 
the Northern Sydney Freight Line, with associated 
benefits for the passenger rail system.

• Improvements to the Botany and Enfield Rail yards 
(already funded) to support increased movement of 
containers from Port Botany by rail in line with our 
State Plan target of 40 per cent of containers by rail.

• An investigation into time of day differential access 
charging reflecting the noise, vibration and pollution 
levels of locomotives.

• Improved roads to support efficient freight 
movement.

• Closer liaison with local government, industry and 
the Australian Government to ensure supply chain 
efficiency.

$483m for freight 
projects and 
commitment to 
national goals
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We remain committed to improved customer 
service on the transport network. We will 
continue to support initiatives such as the 
RailCorp Customer Charter to make travel on 
public transport more attractive.

The introduction of MyZone in April 2010 will provide 
a simpler fare structure to make it easier to travel in and 
around greater Sydney, with fewer fare bands on all modes 
of public transport. Three new MyMulti tickets will allow 
unlimited travel on all Sydney Ferries and bus services, and 
travel within particular CityRail zones.

The next step will be to introduce an electronic ticketing 
system for greater Sydney.  This will introduce one 
smartcard with automatic top–up which will deduct the 
correct fare each time passengers travel and will operate on 
all public transport services.

We will improve Transport Info 131 500 and in addition 
to traffic reports and camera footage available through the 
RTA website, real time travel information will be provided to 
road users across the road network in the next five years.

We will build on the current commuter car park and 
interchange programs to encourage commuters to use 
public transport for the majority of their trip to work—
especially those whose home is not easily accessible to 
public transport for the first leg of their journey. 

We will upgrade the existing network  with Automatic 
Train Protection technology to improve safety, reliability 
and capacity.

Projects
Ten Year  

Expenditure 
Total 

Project Cost 
Electronic Ticketing

Continuing the Commuter Car Parking Interchange Programs

Commuter Infrastructure Fund

Clearways and Station Enhancements

Stabling, Engineering and Capital Works 

Rolling Stock

Total $16,244 m ongoing

A Better Customer Experience 
helping to encourage  
public transport use

$16.2bn across  
the public  
transport network

What we will deliver
• New rolling stocks over and above the 626 Waratah 

carriages already committed. 
• Improved access to the transport network for all 

passengers regardless of age or ability.
• The roll out of an integrated electronic ticketing 

system, starting from 2012.
• Improved Transport Info 131 500 passenger 

communications system.
• Continued roll out of the commuter car parking 

program and improved passenger connections 
between buses and trains through upgrades to 
essential interchanges, at a cost of over $400 million.

• A $57 million Commuter Infrastructure Fund to 
support upgrades and improvements to stations 
through easy access upgrades and more awnings 
and shelter at rail stations.

• Increased passenger safety through Automatic Train 
Protection.
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Our long-term planning will strike the right balance 
between changing land use assumptions, managing 
demand and providing further transport capacity.

Future planning will support a compact and efficient city 
and reduce the social, environmental and economic costs 
of urban development. We will use today’s planning system 
to ensure we can deliver the right transport network in the 
long term.

This planning process recognises NSW and Sydney’s 
long term contribution to the national economy. Strong 
collaboration with the Australian Government will secure 
integrated transport and land use for a more productive, 
sustainable and fair future. 
 
 

Projects that are currently beyond the 10 year 
funding guarantee that could be brought forward 
if additional funding becomes available include 
the M5 duplication, the M4 East extension, the 
Parramatta to Epping rail link, the F3 to M2 link, 
further enhancement to the dedicated freight 
network and the commencement of Sydney’s 
Metro network.

 

Project 10 Yr Expenditure Total Project Cost 
Planning for future mass transit development and corridor reservations

Motorway planning, corridor reservation and land acquisition

Total $536 m ongoing

Planning the Future  
Transport Network 
providing the right transport  
as Sydney grows and changes

$536m to future 
proof our transport 
network
What we will deliver
• In the short term, all necessary concept and 

development approvals for the light rail system, our 
rail reach program to North West and South West 
Sydney and the vital approvals for the City Relief Line.

• In the medium term, planning for future mass transit 
options such as rail capacity through the CBD and 
across the harbour, as well as corridor protection for 
metros and future high capacity and freight transport 
options for Sydney.

• In the long term, consideration for projects such as 
—very fast rail;
—radial connections to centres;
— further development of dedicated freight  

rail network; 
—regional connections.
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The Metropolitan Transport Plan: Connecting 
the City of Cities will set the scene for Sydney’s 
integrated transport and land use planning for 
the short and long term. Consultation of the 
Metropolitan Transport Plan will coincide with a 
formal review of the Metropolitan Strategy.

As our next steps will be to seek formal partnerships with 
all our cities to achieve the kind of substantial and detailed 
improvements we will make with the City of Sydney, we are 
keen to hear your views.

We want to know what you think about the initiatives 
outlined in the Metropolitan Transport Plan and we also want 
to provide the opportunity for you to have their say about 
wider issues for the future of Sydney via the Metropolitan 
Strategy review, which will commence shortly.

You can send in a submission or have your say 
on an online forum by visiting

www.shapeyourstate.nsw.gov.au

Once the Metropolitan Strategy review formally 
commences, additional forums and information will be 
included on this website.

Once the review of both documents is complete, all 
feedback will be consolidated into a Metropolitan Plan to 
link our transport and land use planning.  This will be 
reviewed every five years in line with updated housing, 
demographic and travel data from the ABS Census.

Feedback into the Metropolitan Transport Plan: Connecting 
the City the Cities and the Metropolitan Strategy review will 
close on Friday 30 April 2010.

Next Steps 
Comments, feedback  
and implementation
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