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appendiX 1
NAtioNAl objEctivE ANd 
critEriA for futurE StrAtEGic 
PlANNiNG of cAPitAl citiES
objective
To ensure Australian cities are globally 
competitive, productive, sustainable, liveable  
and socially inclusive and are well placed to  
meet future challenges and growth.

5.  consider and strengthen the networks between 
capital cities and major regional centres, and 
other important domestic and international 
connections

6.  provide for planned, sequenced and evidence–
based land release and an appropriate balance of 
infill and greenfields development

7.  clearly identify priorities for investment and 
policy effort by governments, and provide an 
effective framework for private sector investment 
and innovation

8.  encourage world–class urban design and 
architecture, and

9.  provide effective implementation arrangements 
and supporting mechanisms, including:

a)  clear accountabilities, timelines and 
appropriate performance measures

b)  coordination between all three levels 
of government, with opportunities for 
Commonwealth and Local Government 
input, and linked, streamlined and efficient 
approval processes including under the 
Commonwealth Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

c)  evaluation and review cycles that support 
the need for balance between flexibility 
and certainty, including trigger points 
that identify the need for change in policy 
settings, and

d)  appropriate consultation and engagement 
with external stakeholders, experts and the 
wider community

criteria
Capital city strategic planning systems 
should:

1. be integrated:
a)  across functions, including land–use 

and transport planning, economic and 
infrastructure development, environmental 
assessment and urban development, and

b) across government agencies

2.  provide for a consistent hierarchy of future 
oriented and publicly available plans, including:

a)  long term (for example, 15—30 year) 
integrated strategic plans

b)  medium term (for example, 5—15 year) 
prioritised infrastructure and land–use 
plans, and

c)  near–term prioritised infrastructure project 
pipeline backed by appropriately detailed 
project plans

3.  provide for nationally–significant economic 
infrastructure (both new and upgrade of existing) 
including:

a) transport corridors
b) international gateways
c) intermodal connections
d)  major communications and utilities 

infrastructure, and
e)  reservation of appropriate lands to support 

future expansion

4. address nationally–significant policy issues 
including: 

a) population growth and demographic change
b) productivity and global competitiveness
c) climate change mitigation and adaptation
d)  efficient development and use of existing and 

new infrastructure and other public assets
e)  connectivity of people to jobs and businesses 

to markets
f ) development of major urban corridors
g) social inclusion
h) health, liveability, and community wellbeing
i) housing affordability, and
j)  matters of national environmental 

significance
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appendiX 2 
MEASuriNG 
PErforMANcE
 
 
Key Aims of The meTropoliTAn plAn

The Metropolitan Plan will follow on from the Metropolitan Strategy: A City of 
Cities, 2005 by measuring progress across the five aims of liveability, economic 
competitiveness, fairness, environmental protection and governance. 

Aim meAsure BenChmArK (2005) BenChmArK (2010)

Enhance  
liveability

Quality of living 
Maintain or improve Sydney’s 
index and ranking of quality of 
living, according to the Mercer 
Human resource consulting 
global quality of living survey

in 2005, Sydney ranked 8th 
of 260 cities in the Quality of 
Living Survey with an index 
score of 105

in 2010, Sydney ranked 10th 
of 221 cities in the Quality of 
Living Survey with an index 
of 106.3

Strength  
Economic 
competitiveness 

contribution to  
National Economy 
Maintain or increase the 
proportion and value of 
Sydney’s contribution to Gdp

in 1998–1999, Sydney 
produced 23% of australia’s 
value added wealth, totalling 
$130 billion

in 2009, Sydney’s contribution 
to national Gdp had increased 
to 24.9%

Ensure  
fairness

Access to Services
increase the percentage of 
the population living within 30 
minutes by public transport of 
a city or major centre

in 2005, 75% of Sydney’s 
residents could access a major 
centre, regional city or Global 
Sydney within 30 minutes by 
public transport (adjusted)

in 2010, 77% of Sydney’s 
residents can access a major 
centre, regional city or Global 
Sydney within 30 minutes by 
public transport

Protect the  
Environment 

Environmental footprint
no increase in Sydney’s 
environmental footprint per 
capita

from 1994 to 1999, Sydney’s 
environmental footprint 
increased by 16% to 6.78 
hectares per person 
(adjusted)

from 1999 to 2004,  
Sydney’s environment 
footprint increased 6% to 7.21 
hectares per person

improve  
Governance 

Metropolitan Strategy  
and infrastructure
Metropolitan Strategy 
directions and identified 
transport and infrastructure 
needs to inform the annual 
State infrastructure Strategy

Budget Paper 4 responds to 
transport and infrastructure 
priorities as identified in the 
State infrastructure Strategy

the Metropolitan plan 
integrates land use, transport 
and infrastructure. it prioritises 
infrastructure investment and 
guarantees 10 year funding 
for transport projects. this 
is reflected in the State 
Infrastructure Strategy and 
budgets

Metropolitan plan for Sydney 2036 | PAGE 247



The metropolitan plan’s strategic Directions 
Performance Measures
The performance of the Metropolitan Plan will be monitored annually against  
each of the performance measures which test the strategic directions,

However some measures are only able to be measured every five years,  
coinciding with the Census cycle.

Key sTrATegiC 
DireCTion Key performAnCe inDiCATor Key performAnCe meAsures

StrateGic direction a 
Strengthening  
a city of cities 

1.  Maintain or improve the ranking of Sydney 
across the three main comprehensive global 
city indicator surveys:

— Global city index (at Kearney, foreign policy 
Magazine and chicago council on Global 
affairs)

— cities of opportunity 
(pricewaterhousecoopers); and

—Global power city index (Mori foundation)

in 2010 Sydney ranked:
—9th in the Global city index
—7th in the cities of opportunity
—10th in the Global city power index

2.  increase actual job growth in regional cities 
of parramatta, penrith, liverpool and central 
Sydney and north Sydney

between 2001 and 2006 jobs in:
— central Sydney increased from  

333,600 jobs to 358,300 jobs (7.4%)
— north Sydney decreased slightly from  

47,400 jobs to 47,200 jobs (–0.4%)
— parramatta increased from 40,800 jobs to 

43,200 jobs (5.9%)
— penrith increased from 19,100 to  

20,000 jobs (4.7%)
— liverpool increased from 15,300 to  

15,800 jobs (3.3%)
Source: bureau of transport Statistics (btS), abS census and 
employment lands data program, measured 5–yearly.

3.  increase proportion of job growth in  
regional cities of parramatta, penrith, 
liverpool in relation to total jobs in Sydney 
metropolitan area

in 2006 total jobs in:
— parramatta represented 2.2% of jobs in the 

Sydney Metropolitan area
— penrith represented 1% of jobs in the Sydney 

Metropolitan area
— liverpool represented 0.8% of jobs in the 

Sydney Metropolitan area
Source: bureau of transport Statistics, abS census and 
employment lands data program, measured 5–yearly.

StrateGic direction b 
Strengthening and 
renewing centres

4.  location of new housing: 80% of all new 
housing within the walking catchment (as 
defined in appendix 4 of Metropolitan plan) 
of an existing or planned centre

in the ten years to 2008–09, 61% of new 
dwellings in the Sydney region were located 
within the walking catchment of a centre.
SoUrce: Metropolitan development program (Mdp), nSW 
department of planning

StrateGic direction c 
transport for  
a connected city

5.  increase the percentage of the population 
living within 30 minutes by public transport of 
a city or major centre in Metropolitan Sydney

in 2010, 77% of people in Metropolitan
Sydney lived within 30 minutes by public 
transport from a city or major centre.
Source: btS, abS census

6.  increase the proportion of total journeys 
to work by public transport in the Sydney 
Metropolitan area

in 2008–09, the proportion of journey to work 
trips by public transport in Sydney was 23.9%. 
Source: btS

7.  increase the share of commute trips made by 
public transport during peak hour to and from: 

—Sydney cbd
—parramatta cbd
—liverpool cbd 
—penrith cbd 

in 2008–09, public transport trips during peak 
hour to and from:
—Sydney cbd: 75%
—parramatta cbd: 39%
—liverpool cbd: 15%
—penrith cbd:21%
Source: btS
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Key sTrATegiC 
DireCTion Key performAnCe inDiCATor Key performAnCe meAsures

StrateGic direction d 
Housing Sydney’s 
Population

8.  ensure at least 70% of new housing will be 
located in existing urban areas and up to 30% 
in greenfield locations

over the last five years to 2008–09, 84% of new 
housing was built in existing urban areas and 
16% were built in greenfield areas. 
Source: annual Mdp report, nSW department of planning

9.  ensure housing production is contributing to 
subregional housing targets (base date 2006)

dwelling production between july 2006 to  
july 2009 for each subregion is:
—Sydney city: 4,434
—east: 3,205
—South: 4,074
—inner West: 3,406
—inner north: 2,157
—north: 2,880
—north east: 2,124
—West central: 7,518
—north West: 7,491
—South West: 4,147
—central coast: 2,611 

Source: annual Mdp report, nSW department of planning

10.  Measure progress in ensuring planned 
capacity to deliver 770,000 new dwellings 
including at least 539,000 in existing urban 
areas and up to 231,000 in greenfield 
locations, including the central coast (base 
date 2006)

at july 2010, the capacity of greenfield locations 
identified for future urban development was 
over 250,000 dwellings. this land is located in 
the Growth centres, the North Wyong Structure 
Plan Area and Mdp release areas.
Source: annual Mdp report, department of planning

43 Metropolitan comprehensive Local 
Environmental Plans to deliver the local housing 
capacity targets required under the Metropolitan 
plan at first opportunity following finalisation of 
subregional strategies under that plan. 
Source: nSW department of planning

11.  ensure an increase in the mix of all housing 
types across the Sydney Metropolitan area

in 2006 total housing stock in the Sydney 
region was made up of:
—61% separate houses
—12% semi–detached, terrace and townhouses
—27% flats, units and apartments
Source: abS census Household Survey (5 yearly)

over the last five years to 2008–09,  
75% of new dwellings in the Sydney region were 
multi–unit dwellings.
Source: annual Mdp report, nSW department of planning

in 2009–10 building approvals across Sydney 
included 7,322 houses, 3,305 semi–detached, 
2,795 flats up to 3 storeys and 4,778 flats 
4+ storeys. across the subregions building 
approvals comprised the following housing mix:

suBregion
%  

house 
 % semi–

DeTACheD
% flAT up To 

3 sToreys
flAT 4+ 

sToreys %

sydney City 5 7 2 86

east 30 14 11 45

south 28 16 29 27

inner West 12 4 18 66

inner north 36 11 11 42

north 31 9 7 53

north east 49 7 29 15

West Central 28 31 20 21

north West 68 19 9 4

south West 63 17 9 11

Source: abS building approvals data

12. improve housing affordability in Sydney in 2007–8 26.4% of homes sold 
were affordable by very low, low and moderate 
income households. 
Source: valuer General, abS Survey of income and Housing 
2007–08

13.  reduce the trend of growing average size of 
new homes in the Sydney metropolitan area

the average floor area in 2009–10 new residen-
tial dwellings of all types was 260.9 m2. the aver-
age floor area of detached houses was 297.5 m2.
Source: abS building approvals data
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Key sTrATegiC 
DireCTion Key performAnCe inDiCATor Key performAnCe meAsures

StrateGic direction e 
Growing  
Sydney’s  
Economy

14.  Maintain or increase availability of jobs  
within each subregion, particularly in the 
West central and South West Subregions

in 2006 the proportion of jobs per working age 
population in each Subregion:
—Sydney city: 4.93
—inner north: 1.55
—West central: 1.15
—east: 1
—inner West: 0.88
—north east: 0.76
—north West: 0.73
—South West: 0.72
—north: 0.66
—South: 0.63
Source: btS, abS census and eldp, measured 5 yearly

15.  increase the proportion of freight  
movement by rail out of port botany

in 2008–09, the proportion of container freight 
moved by rail out of port botany increased to 
22.9%.
Source: Sydney ports corporation

16. reduce vehicle congestion in Sydney in 2005 the cost of congestion to Sydney was 
$3.5 billion. 
Source: bitre and btS

17.  increase area of zoned and serviced 
employment lands available

in 2010, stocks of employment lands are:
— 3575 ha of undeveloped zoned land  

not serviced
— 903 ha of undeveloped zoned and  

serviced land
Source: employment lands data program, nSW department of 
planning

18.  increase proportion of job growth  
in Strategic centres

between 2001 and 2006 jobs, increased/
decreased by (indicated in brackets):
—Macquarie park (25.8%)
—St leonards (0.6%)
—olympics park–rhodes (61.5%)
—port botany and environs (11.7%)
—Sydney airport and environs (6.8%)
—randwick education and Health (21.9%)
—Westmead (2.9%)
—bankstown airport–Milperra (–1.2%)
—norwest (174%)
—bankstown (–5.0%)
—blacktown (18.8%)
—bondi junction (14%)
—burwood (–3.2%)
—campbelltown–Macarthur (36%)
—castle Hill (2.5%)
—chatswood (–0.5%)
—brookvale–dee Why (16.5%)
—Hornsby (–17%)
—Hurstville (–5%)
—Kogarah (2.1%)
refer performance measure 2. for regional 
cities
Source: btS, abS census and employment lands data program, 
measured 5 yearly

19.  plan for adequate capacity for employment 
—760,000 new jobs including 375,500 in 
strategic centres, including central coast 
(base year 2006)

employment lands development program 
measurements.

Measure the progress of gazettal of 
43 Metropolitan comprehensive local 
environmental plans to deliver the employment 
lands required under the Metropolitan plan. 
Source: employment lands data program and nSW department 
of planning

StrateGic direction f
balancing land 
uses on the fringe

20. contain Sydney’s urban footprint from 2010, measure the urban release areas 
outside of the existing and identified urban 
footprint (refer figure f1 in Balancing Land Uses 
on the Fringe)
Source: nSW department of planning

21.  Grow the value of Sydney’s  
agricultural industry

in 2006, the value of agricultural production in 
the Sydney basin was $630 million.
Source: abS census data, measured 5 yearly
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Key sTrATegiC 
DireCTion Key performAnCe inDiCATor Key performAnCe meAsures

StrateGic direction G  
tackling climate 
change and 
Protecting 
Sydney’s Natural 
Environment

22.  Measure overall energy and greenhouse gas 
emission savings through the application of 
Sustainability Guidelines for major projects 
in Sydney 

Currently not reported 

Source: nSW department of planning

24.  reduction in per capita ecological  
footprint for Sydney metropolitan area

in 2003–2004, the ecological footprint per 
capita for Sydney was 7.21 hectares.

Source: State of environment report, deccW, measured every 
three years

25.  decrease rate of per capita growth of  
vehicle Kilometres travelled (vKt)  
in the Sydney metropolitan area

between 2001–02 and 2008–09, vehicle 
kilometres travelled in the Sydney metropolitan 
area has grown at an annual rate of 0.6 per cent.
Source: btS, Household travel Survey

StrateGic direction H 
Achieving Equity, 
liveability and 
Social inclusion

26.  increase the proportion of average  
weekly trips made by bicycle

in 2008–9 in the Sydney metropolitan area, 0.6% 
of average weekly trips were made by bicycle
Source: btS, Household travel Survey

27.  increase the proportion of social/ 
recreational trips made by walking

in 2008–9 in the Sydney metropolitan area,  
29% of all social/recreational trips were made by 
walking

Source: btS, Household travel Survey

28.  increase participation at cultural venues  
and events 

in 2005–6 in Sydney 2.87 million persons aged 
over 15 years old attended at least one cultural 
venue or event

Source: abS 4114.0 attendance at Selected cultural venues and 
events (State tables)

29.  increase involvement in organised  
sport and physical activity

as of april 2007 22.6% of persons aged over 15 
years old in Sydney were involved in organised 
sport and physical activity

Source: abS 6285.0 involvement in organised Sport and physical 
activity, australia, apr 2007
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sTATe plAn 
prioriTy sTATe plAn TArgeT meTropoliTAn plAn oBjeCTives 

BeTTer TrAnsporT AnD liveABle CiTies

improve the 
public transport 
system 

increase the share of commute trips 
made by public transport:
— to and from Sydney cbd during 

peak hours to 80% by 2016
— to and from parramatta cbd during 

peak hours to 50% by 2016
— to and from liverpool cbd during 

peak hours to 20% by 2016
— to and from penrith cbd during 

peak hours to 25% by 2016

increase the proportion of total 
journeys to work by public transport 
in the Sydney Metropolitan region to 
28% by 2016

c. transport for a connected city
objective c1: to enhance our transport system through 
implementation of the Metropolitan transport plan
objective c4: to ensure that our key centres are accessible 
and connected
objective c6: to ensure transport corridors are preserved 
for future growth

b. Growing and renewing centres
objective b1: to focus activity in accessible centres

f. balancing land Uses on the fringe
objective f1: to contain Sydney’s urban footprint 

provide reliable 
public transport

consistently meet public transport 
reliability targets:
•  Trains—92% of City Rail trains run on 

time across the network
•  Buses—95% of Sydney buses run on 

time across the network
•  Ferries—99.5% of Sydney Ferries run 

on time

c. transport for a connected city
objective c2: to build on Sydney’s strengths by further 
integrating transport and land use planning and decision–
making to support increased public transport mode share 
objective c5: to improve the passenger experience 
of public transport and promote active transport 
opportunities

improve the road 
network

increase the proportion of container 
freight movement by rail out of port 
botany to 40% by 2016

c. transport for a connected city
objective c1: to enhance our transport system through 
implementation of the Metropolitan transport plan
objective c3: to ensure a transport system that supports 
productivity through access to jobs, the efficient 
movement of freight and effective economic gateways
objective c6: to ensure transport corridors are preserved 
for future growth

e. Growing Sydney’s economy
objective e6 to support Sydney’s nationally significant 
economic gateways

maintain road 
infrastructure

improve the quality (smoothness) 
for urban and rural State roads, so 
that 93% of roads meet the national 
standard by 2016

c. transport for a connected city
objective c5: to improve the passenger experience 
of public transport and promote active transport 
opportunities 

increase use 
of walking and 
cycling

increase the mode share of bicycle 
trips made in the Greater Sydney 
region, at a local and district level,  
to 5% by 2016

c. transport for a connected city
objective c5: to improve the passenger experience 
of public transport and promote active transport 
opportunities

increase the 
number of jobs 
closer to home

increase the percentage of the 
population living within 30 minutes 
by public transport of a city or major 
centre in Metropolitan Sydney

b. Growing and renewing centres
objective b1: to focus activity in accessible centres

c. transport for a connected city
objective c1: to enhance our transport system through 
implementation of the Metropolitan transport plan
objective c4: to ensure that our key centres are accessible 
and connected

f. balancing land Uses on the fringe
objective f1: to contain Sydney’s urban footprint 

appendiX 3 
NSW StAtE PlAN 
PrioritiES ANd 
MEtroPolitAN 
PlAN objEctivES
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sTATe plAn 
prioriTy sTATe plAn TArgeT meTropoliTAn plAn oBjeCTives 

grow cities 
and centres as 
functional and 
attractive places 
to live, work  
and visit

Maintain or improve the ranking 
of our cities and regional towns in 
‘quality of life’ surveys

a. Strengthening a city of cities 
objective a6: to strengthen Sydney’s position as a 
contemporary, global tourism destination 
objective a7: to ensure Sydney continues to support major 
events in iconic locations, and remains competitive in the 
global event and convention market

H. achieving equity, liveability and social inclusion
objective H3: to provide healthy, safe and inclusive places 
based on active transport

improve housing 
affordability

increase the supply of affordable 
housing for low and moderate income 
households

d. Housing Sydney’s population
objective d3: to improve housing affordability

in the Sydney Metropolitan region 
and the central coast:

provide capacity for 640,000 new 
dwellings between 2004 and 2031 
including 445,000 in existing urban 
areas and the remaining 195,000 in 
greenfield locations

d. Housing Sydney’s population
objective d1: to ensure an adequate supply of land and 
sites for residential development

in the Sydney Metropolitan region 
and the central coast:

achieve stocks of land zoned and 
serviced with trunk infrastructure with 
potential for development of 55,000 
dwellings

d. Housing Sydney’s population
objective d1: to ensure an adequate supply of land and 
sites for residential development

i. delivering the plan 
objective i2: to develop strongly integrated land use and 
infrastructure planning processes

supporTing Business AnD joBs

maintain 
and invest in 
infrastructure

Maintain our average annual capital 
expenditure growth of 4.6% nominal 
to 2015—16

a. Strengthening a city of cities 
objective a8: to plan and coordinate delivery of 
infrastructure to meet metropolitan housing and 
employment growth targets
objective a9: to support, protect and enhance nationally 
and internationally significant infrastructure in the 
metropolitan area

c. transport for a connected city
objective c1: to enhance our transport system through 
implementation of the Metropolitan Transport Plan

i. delivering the plan 
objective i2: to develop strongly integrated land use and 
infrastructure planning processes

increase business 
investment and 
support jobs

double new business investment from 
around $40 billion in 2006 to around 
$80 billion a year in 2016

a. Strengthening a city of cities 
objective a4:to continue strengthening Sydney’s capacity 
to attract and retain global businesses and investment

e. Growing Sydney’s economy
objective e1: to ensure adequate land supply for economic 
activity, investment and jobs in the right locations
objective e2: to focus Sydney’s economic growth and 
renewal, employment and education in centres 

increase tourism in nSW to 160.6 
million visitor nights and increase 
expenditure to $19.2 billion, by 
2015—16

a. Strengthening a city of cities 
objective a6: to strengthen Sydney’s position as a 
contemporary, global tourism destination 

speed up 
planning decisions

Meet planning benchmarks for 
timely processing of major project 
determinations and planning proposals

i. delivering the plan 
objective i6: to streamline the land release process

Drive innovation 
to grow 
productivity

Grow the proportion of innovative 
nSW businesses by 25% by 2016

a. Strengthening a city of cities 
objective a4:to continue strengthening Sydney’s capacity 
to attract and retain global businesses and investment

e. Growing Sydney’s economy
objective e1: to ensure adequate land supply for economic 
activity, investment and jobs in the right locations
objective e2: to focus Sydney’s economic growth and 
renewal, employment and education in centres 
objective e5: to increase and diversify the jobs and skills 
base of Western Sydney
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sTATe plAn 
prioriTy sTATe plAn TArgeT meTropoliTAn plAn oBjeCTives 

Clever sTATe

improve access to 
jobs and training

4,000 new apprenticeships and 2,000 
new cadetships by 2012

e. Growing Sydney’s economy
objective e2: to focus Sydney’s economic growth and 
renewal, employment and education in centres 
objective e5: to increase and diversify the jobs and skills 
base of Western Sydney

increase access 
to knowledge 
and skills in 
partnership with 
universities

facilitate an increase in expenditure 
on research and development in nSW 
by at least 12% on average per annum 
until 2016

a. Strengthening a city of cities 
objective a4:to continue strengthening Sydney’s capacity 
to attract and retain global businesses and investment

e. Growing Sydney’s economy
objective e2: to focus Sydney’s economic growth and 
renewal, employment and education in centres 
objective e5: to increase and diversify the jobs and skills 
base of Western Sydney

heAlThy CommuniTies

promote healthy 
lifestyles

reduce the percentage of children 
who are overweight and obese to 25% 
by 2010 and to 22% by 2016

H. achieving equity, liveability and social inclusion
objective H2: to ensure appropriate social infrastructure 
and services are located near transport, jobs and housing
objective H3: to provide healthy, safe and inclusive places 
based on active transport

reduce 
potentially 
preventable 
hospital 
admissions

H. achieving equity, liveability and social inclusion 
objective H3: to provide healthy, safe and inclusive places 
based on active transport

green sTATe

Tackle climate 
change

Develop a clean 
energy future

achieve a 60% cut in greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2050 in line with the 
federal Government targets

achieve 20% renewable energy 
consumption by 2020 in light of the 
federal Government’s expanded 
renewable energy target

implement 4,000 GWh of annual 
electricity consumption savings 
through nSW energy efficiency 
programs by 2014

G. tackling climate change and protecting Sydney’s 
natural environment
objective G1: to reduce Sydney’s greenhouse gas 
emissions
objective G3: to integrate environmental targets into land 
use planning

secure sustainable 
supplies of water 
and use our water 
more wisely

increase water recycling from 15 
billion litres per year in 2005 to 70 
billion litres of water per year by 2015

Save 145 billion litres of water per 
year by 2015, representing almost 
a 25% reduction from Sydney’s 
projected water demand in that year

G. tackling climate change and protecting Sydney’s 
natural environment
objective G5: to achieve sustainable water use

protect our 
native vegetation, 
biodiversity, land, 
rivers and coastal 
waterways

Meet our State–wide targets for 
natural resource management to 
improve biodiversity and native 
vegetation, sensitive riverine and 
coastal ecosystems, soil condition and 
socio–economic wellbeing

G. tackling climate change and protecting Sydney’s 
natural environment
objective G4: to improve the health of waterways, coasts 
and estuaries
objective G6: to protect Sydney’s unique diversity of 
plants and animals

improve air 
quality

Meet national air quality goals (as 
specified in the national environment 
protection Measure for ambient air 
Quality)

G. tackling climate change and protecting Sydney’s 
natural environment
objective G7: to improve Sydney’s air quality

reduce waste Meet the 2014 nSW waste recycling 
targets (as specified in the nS W 
Waste avoidance and resource 
recovery Strategy)

G. tackling climate change and protecting Sydney’s 
natural environment
objective G9: to minimise and recycle waste
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sTATe plAn 
prioriTy sTATe plAn TArgeT meTropoliTAn plAn oBjeCTives 

sTronger CommuniTies

improve child 
wellbeing, health 
and safety

children and young people in nSW, 
along with their families, have access 
to appropriate and responsive 
services when needed

H. achieving equity, liveability and social inclusion
objective H2: to ensure appropriate social infrastructure 
and services are located near transport, jobs and housing

strengthen 
Aboriginal 
Communities

close the aboriginal life expectancy 
gap within a generation

Halve the gap in aboriginal 
employment outcomes within a 
decade

b. Growing and renewing centres
objective b3 to plan for new centres, and instigate a 
program for high quality urban renewal in existing centres 
serviced by public transport

H. achieving equity, liveability and social inclusion
objective H1: to ensure equity, liveability and social 
inclusion are integrated into plan making and planning 
decision making 

reduce the 
number of nsW 
people who are 
homeless

a 7% reduction in the overall level of 
homelessness in nSW by 2013

a 25% reduction in the number of 
people sleeping rough in nSW by 2013

H. achieving equity, liveability and social inclusion
objective H1: to ensure equity, liveability and social 
inclusion are integrated into plan making and planning 
decision making 

a 33% reduction in the number of 
aboriginal people that are homeless 
in nSW by 2013

b. Growing and renewing centres
objective b3 to plan for new centres, and instigate a 
program for high quality urban renewal in existing centres 
serviced by public transport

H. achieving equity, liveability and social inclusion
objective H1: to ensure equity, liveability and social 
inclusion are integrated into plan–making and planning 
decision making 

increase the 
number of people 
engaged in 
volunteering

increase the proportion of the total 
community involved in volunteering 
by 10% by 2016

H. achieving equity, liveability and social inclusion
objective H2: to ensure appropriate social infrastructure 
and services are located near transport, jobs and housing

increase the 
number of people 
using parks

increase the number of visits to State 
Government parks by 20% by 2016

H. achieving equity, liveability and social inclusion
objective H2: to ensure appropriate social infrastructure 
and services are located near transport, jobs and housing

increase the 
number of people 
participating in 
sporting activity

increase the number of people 
participating in sporting activities and 
physical activities by 10% by 2016

H. achieving equity, liveability and social inclusion
objective H2: to ensure appropriate social infrastructure 
and services are located near transport, jobs and housing
objective H3: to provide healthy, safe and inclusive places 
based on active transport

increase the 
number of people 
participating 
in the arts and 
cultural activity

increase visitation and participation 
in arts and cultural activity by 10% by 
2016

a. Strengthening a city of cities 
objective a7: to ensure Sydney continues to support major 
events in iconic locations, and remains competitive in the 
global event and convention market. 

H. achieving equity, liveability and social inclusion
objective H4 to continue to identify, enliven and protect 
places of special cultural, social and community value 

Keeping people sAfe

reduced rates of 
crime, particularly 
violent crime

reduce property crime by 15% by 2016 H. achieving equity, liveability and social inclusion
objective H1: to ensure equity, liveability and social 
inclusion are integrated into plan making and planning 
decision–making 
objective H3: to provide healthy, safe and inclusive places 
based on active transport
objective H4: to continue to identify, enliven and protect 
places of special cultural, social and community value

reduce personal crime, particularly 
violent crime by 10% by 2016

reduce alcohol related crime

reduce levels 
of antisocial 
behaviour

reduce the proportion of the nSW 
population who perceive problems 
with louts, noisy neighbours, public 
drunkenness, vandalism and hoon 
driving

H. achieving equity, liveability and social inclusion
objective H1: to ensure equity, liveability and social 
inclusion are integrated into plan making and planning 
decision–making 
objective H3: to provide healthy, safe and inclusive places 
based on active transport
objective H4: to continue to identify, enliven and protect 
places of special cultural, social and community value
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CenTre Types

strategic 
Centres

Global Sydney
Global Sydney is divided into two important centres, central Sydney and north Sydney. central 
Sydney consists of five precincts: Sydney cbd; pyrmont–Ultimo; Sydney education & Health; city 
east; and redfern–Waterloo. these precincts have distinct roles and identities – as detailed in 
Strengthening a City of Cities.

Global Sydney is the focal point of the Sydney wide public transport system. this system will 
become increasingly networked, better connecting Global Sydney with the regional cities and 
Major centres.

the governing bodies are the State Government, city of Sydney council and north Sydney council. 
the State Government has an ongoing commitment to the success of Global Sydney as the primary 
focus for business and linkages to the global economy.

Global Sydney criteria
•  Global Sydney is the primary focus for national and international business, professional services, 

specialised health and education precincts, shopping and tourism. it is also a cultural, recreation 
and entertainment destination of national and international significance. it has iconic public 
spaces and is a focus for arts and cultural organisations and venues.

•  Global Sydney has a dominant role in terms of employment, economic and social activity. It has a 
metropolitan, State, national and international catchment for its activity. it is the global hub of the 
australian economy.

•  Global Sydney has a high concentration of knowledge–based jobs with high skill levels, higher–
education requirements, high levels of management responsibility and attractive salaries.

•  Global Sydney has strong linkages with the international gateways of Sydney Airport and Port 
botany.

•  Global Sydney employs around 400,000 people (2006), and has capacity for more than 50,000 
high or medium density homes.

• Transport criteria:
—transport catchment: metropolitan, Statewide, national, international.
— focal point and primary destination (for commuters and multiple other trip types) for high 

volume, high frequency public transport feeders (rail and bus) linked with the entire metropolitan 
catchment.

—express rail links with regional cities and Global economic corridor.
— focal point in the motorway network with links to key gateways, Global economic corridor and 

regional cities.
—Highest standard of freight access as a focal point in the Sydney freight network.
•  Demonstrated capacity within the commercial core to ensure adequate capacity for the expansion 

of office and retail space. demonstrated capacity within mixed use zoning around the commercial 
core to support core economic functions and provide for higher density residential uses.

•  Good quality streetscape and a range of activities at street level to service the needs of office 
workers and visitors, as well as the specialised retail needs of Sydneysiders from across the city. 

• Walking catchment radius of approximately 2km.

regional cities
the important role of regional cities is a core consideration of the Metropolitan plan in creating 
a series of connected cities, whereby everyone in the Sydney Metropolitan area will be within 30 
minutes travel by public transport to a regional city (or Global Sydney) in the long term. three 
regional cities are identified in the Metropolitan plan:
—parramatta, Sydney’s second cbd, which serves Western Sydney;
—liverpool, which serves South Western Sydney; and
—penrith, which serves outer Western Sydney and the blue Mountains. 

Wollongong and newcastle are the regional cities for the illawarra and lower Hunter regions 
respectively, and Gosford is developing as a regional city for the central coast. 

the State Government has a strong strategic interest in the success of regional cities as key 
structuring elements for Sydney and as the capitals of their regions.

appendiX 4
cENtrE tYPES
Centres will inevitably grow and change over time, and will actively be encouraged to do so. 
This table identifies a hierarchy of centres for the Sydney metropolitan Area.

PAGE 256 | Metropolitan plan for Sydney 2036



CenTre Types

regional city criteria
•  The centres which constitute Regional Cities contain a full range of business, government, health, 

retail, cultural, entertainment and recreational activities with good access to parklands. 
•  Their city planning reflects their significance as employment destinations with core commercial 

areas to support employment growth.
• Regional Cities operate as ‘capitals’ of their regions.
•  Regional Cities have extended development areas beyond their city centres, which provide • 

employment, services and residential opportunities that create stimulus for future development 
(such as Westmead in the case of parramatta, and the potential Specialised centre of penrith 
education & Health in the case of penrith).

•  Regional Cities are located in large and rapidly growing catchment areas and are not close to 
each other. 

•  Each Regional City has a suitably sized catchment area to sustain services and employment–
generating landuses within that city.

•  Regional cities typically employ at least 15,000 people, with the potential for growth to 30,000 
jobs by 2036. regional cities typically have capacity for 35,000–50,000 dwellings.

•  Regional Cities have a natural setting (such as a river) which provides a critical advantage in 
enhancing the city’s amenity.

• Transport criteria:
—transport catchment: regional.
— focal point for regional public transport services (rail and bus) for commuters and multiple other 

trip types.
—express rail links with Global Sydney.
— linked with the motorway network to Global Sydney—with links with key gateways, Global 

economic corridor and other regional cities.
—focal point of regional arterial road network.
—High standard of freight access as a key node in the Sydney freight network.
•  Demonstrated capacity within the commercial core to ensure adequate capacity for growth and 

change in office and retail space. demonstrated capacity within a mixed use zoning around the 
commercial core to accommodate a range of support services and activities, and residential 
development.

• Walking catchment radius of approximately 2km.

Major centres
Major centres are the main shopping and business centre for their subregions. they also include 
residential development and other land uses within approximately a 1km radius of the centre.

Most Major centres in Sydney contain large retail centres which from time to time will require 
upgrading. this cycle of ongoing improvement and growth needs to be understood, and seen as an 
opportunity to achieve better design outcomes for the retail centre, and for the surrounding area 
and its streets.

the State Government has a strategic interest in the success of Major centres as key structuring 
elements for Sydney and as focal points for subregional services.

Major centre criteria
•  Major Centres are key structuring elements for growth in subregions. They represent significant 

employment destinations as well as being active centres with higher density residential 
development.

•  Major Centres are the major shopping, business and service centre for the surrounding area, 
usually with a full scale shopping mall, council offices, taller office and residential buildings, 
central community facilities, a civic square, cinemas, sporting facilities and significant parklands.

•  In many cases, Major Centres are the focus for major institutions, principally serving immediate 
subregional residential populations on the fixed rail network.

•  Major Centres have a minimum of 8,000 jobs, with the potential for 12,000 jobs by 2036. Major 
centres typically have capacity for 9,000 – 28,000 dwellings.

Major centres can be divided into established, planned and potential centres.
• Transport criteria:
—transport catchment: subregional.
—linked to the metropolitan rail network directly – or very high volume trunk busways.
—focal point as a destination and origin for subregional public transport services (typically bus).
—focal point of subregional arterial and collector road network.
—freight access links with Sydney freight network.
•  Major Centres should retain a commercial core in cases where targeted growth for commercial 

development is at risk of not being accommodated in the centre. Mixed uses should be located 
around the commercial core, and in some centres this may be a significant proportion of 
the centre. residential development in the mixed use area can form an important element in 
revitalising the centre and provide for more housing choice. 

• Walking catchment radius of approximately 1km.

Metropolitan plan for Sydney 2036 | PAGE 257



CenTre Types

Specialised centres
Specialised centres are differentiated from other strategic centres in that they perform vital 
economic and employment roles across the whole metropolitan area. Specialised centres are 
critical in sustaining Sydney’s competitiveness, and the State Government has a strategic interest in 
their success.

Specialised centre criteria
•  Specialised Centres are areas containing major airports, ports, hospitals, universities, and clusters 

of research and business activities that perform vital economic and employment roles across the 
metropolitan area.

•  Specialised Centres are recognised for the agglomeration economies that they offer as clusters of 
specialised industry.

• The primary significance of Specialised Centres is as employment destinations.
•  Over time, particular Specialised Centres such as Sydney Olympic Park may assume a greater mix 

of residential, retail and service uses, and assume the role of a Major centre. the emergence of 
these other uses in Specialised centres needs to be balanced with their employment role.

•  The way Specialised Centres interact with the rest of the city is complex, and growth and change 
in and around them must be carefully planned to ensure they continue to serve their primary 
employment and economic development functions.

•  Potential Specialised Centres are areas which have the potential to become significant locations 
for concentrated employment growth. potential Specialised centres would need to be located 
near existing public transport, and/or be supported by public transport improvements. they 
would complement existing Strategic centres. 

• Transport criteria:
—transport catchment: may be irregular and relate to employment specialties of the centre.
— Key destination for workforce—access by workforce available by high volume public transport 

(rail or high volume bus services).
—linked with motorway, arterial roads and relevant freight network to their specialty.
•  Specialised functions must be protected for the long term, and residential and other non–

specialised but competing uses must not override the core activities in these centres. Some 
however will plan for ancillary uses which are suitable, such as student or staff accommodation 
near universities and hospitals.

• Need high quality public places and parks for workers and nearby residents.
• Walking catchment radius of approximately 1km.
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local Centres town centres
a town centre is large group of shops and services, with a mix of uses and good links with the 
surrounding neighbourhood. it provides the focus for a large residential population.

town centre criteria
•  Comprise more than 50 retail premises and services, generally with supermarkets, sometimes a 

shopping mall, a variety of specialist shops, restaurants, schools, community facilities such as a 
local library, and a medical centre. 

•  Tend to be a residential origin location, rather than an employment destination. Contain medium 
and high density housing, typically containing around 4,500–9,500 dwellings within the walking 
catchment of the centre. 

•  Are serviced by heavy rail and/or strategic bus and local bus networks, and some have ferry 
services. 

•  Ideal elements are a town square, a main street, sports facilities and reasonable access to 
parkland.

• Have a walking catchment radius of approximately 800 metres.

Stand–alone Shopping centres
the Metropolitan plan does not provide for the establishment of new stand–alone shopping centres. 
existing stand–alone shopping centres are typically internalised, privately owned centres away from 
other commercial areas, containing many of the attributes of a town centre without housing or 
open space. through a process of good local planning, existing stand–alone shopping centres may 
have potential to be converted into more traditional town centres over time. 

villages
a village is a group of shops and services for daily shopping, with a mix of uses and good links with 
the surrounding neighbourhood. 

village criteria
•  Comprise retail premises and services for daily shopping, such as supermarkets, butchers, banks, 

hairdressers, cafes, restaurants, and take away food shops, as well as child care centres, schools 
and other compatible activities in the immediate vicinity.

•  Typically contain up to 5,500 dwellings within the walking catchment of the centre and contain 
medium density housing.

• Are serviced by strategic bus and local bus networks as a minimum.
• Have a walking catchment radius of approximately 400–600 metres

Neighbourhood centres
a neighbourhood centre is the smallest recognised centre type in this hierarchy. it is a small group 
of shops, typically focussed on a bus stop. 

Neighbourhood centre criteria 
•  Comprise a few shops and services, such as a corner shop, petrol station/convenience store, café 

and newsagent.
•  Typically contain up to 1,000 dwellings within the walking catchment of the centre, including 

some medium density housing such as townhouses and villas.
• May have childcare centres, schools and other compatible activities located close together.
• Are serviced by local and/or strategic bus networks.
• Have a walking catchment radius of approximately 150–200 metres.
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appendiX 5
futurE dirEctioNS  
for StrAtEGic cENtrES
CenTre Type centre naMe

fuTure DireCTions AnD exAmples  
of sTATe governmenT supporT

Global city Sydney city refer to Strengthening the ‘City of Cities’.

nortH Sydney

regional cities parraMatta 

liverpool

penritH

Major centres banKStoWn major Centre serving the south West middle ring

• Future Directions:
— provide capacity for office, retail, entertainment, cultural, public 

administration, services and residential development.
— plan for key development sites and encourage renewal of office buildings.
—improve and manage transport access.
• Examples of State Government support
—long–term increase in capacity on bankstown rail line.
—Strategic bus corridors 12, 23, 25, 28, 33, 34, 35.

blacKtoWn major Centre serving the north West

• Future Directions:
— provide capacity for office, retail, entertainment, cultural, public 

administration, services and health uses interwoven with higher density 
residential development to invigorate the centre.

—identify strategic sites to support commercial office development.
—improve linkages between north and south precincts.
— expand learning opportunities in the centre by attracting training 

organisations, conferences and festivals.
—Strengthen links to Western Sydney employment Hub.
—improve urban design of public domain and open space.
—improve pedestrian access and safety.
• Examples of State Government support:
— department of planning and blacktown city council to investigate the 

centre and environs as a priority area for urban renewal.
— blacktown Hospital: cardiac catherisation and Simulation centre; University 

of Western Sydney (School of Medicine) blacktown/Mt druitt clinical 
School.

—Western express rail; duplication of richmond rail line.
—Strategic bus corridors 1b, 2b, 3 (north–West t–way), 4, 43.
—commuter car park program.

bondi jUnction major Centre serving the east

• Future Directions:
— promote as the major retail, office and services centre for the subregion, 

and retain these uses in a commercial core.
—promote opportunities for new commercial office development.
— provide for high density residential development outside the commercial 

core.
— increase retail diversity.
—continue to improve the public domain.
• Examples of State Government support:
—Substantial existing capacity on eastern Suburbs rail line.
—Strategic bus corridors 18, 29, 30.

brooKvale– 
dee WHy

major Centre serving the north east

• Future Directions:
— Support concentration of mixed development in dee Why in accordance 

with the existing masterplan.
— improve the structure of brookvale to grow as an integrated retail, office, 

employment and service centre exploiting major north–South and east–
West bus links.

—improve public transport connections.
• Examples of State Government support:
—Strategic bus corridors 15, 16, 17.
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CenTre Type centre naMe
fuTure DireCTions AnD exAmples  
of sTATe governmenT supporT

Major centres bUrWood major Centre serving the inner West

• Future Directions:
—Support intensification of mixed use redevelopment.
—provide sufficient capacity for business and employment expansion.
—accommodate a growing residential population.
—Manage car parking.
• Examples of State Government support:
—Western express rail.
—Strategic bus corridors 13, 27, 28, 29, 35, 37, 38.
— M4 east extension remains a nSW Government priority, and would reduce 

traffic through burwood.

caMpbelltoWn–
MacartHUr

major Centre serving the south West

• Future Directions:
— promote intensification of office, retail, entertainment, cultural, public 

administration and services development in a potential commercial core.
— encourage stronger integration with campbelltown Hospital, University 

of Western Sydney campbelltown campus, and South Western Sydney 
institute of tafe.

— promote residential intensification where it does not preclude employment 
growth.

—improve connectivity between Macarthur and Queen Street precincts.
— promote higher order retail and service facilities and greater shopping 

diversity within Queen Street precinct.
• Examples of State Government support:
—Strategic bus corridors 31, 32.
—commuter car park program.
—f5 freeway widening between liverpool and campbelltown.

caStle Hill major Centre serving the north West

• Future Directions:
— reserve land to meet future needs for office buildings, tertiary education, 

cultural facilities and possibly a council presence within the centre.
— Support residential intensification within walking catchment of proposed 

train station.
—plan for a transport interchange around the proposed train station.
—Manage car parking.
• Examples of State Government support:
—north West rail link.
—Strategic bus corridors 3, 5, 6, 40.
—ring road.

cHatSWood major Centre serving the inner north

• Future Directions:
—retain the office–based employment focus in a commercial core.
— promote mixed use and residential intensification outside the commercial 

core.
— promote benefits of improvements to public transport accessibility and 

public domain.
• Examples of State Government support:
—transport interchange.
—chatswood–epping–parramatta rail link.
—Strategic bus corridors 8, 14, 15, 38.

HornSby major Centre serving the north

• Future Directions:
—provide for increased employment in retail and office uses.
— provide for residential development within walking catchment of the centre.
— investigate opportunities for better pedestrian links between eastern and 

western sides of the centre.
—  revitalise the traditional centre to the west of the station.
—investigate development opportunities to the west of the station.
• Examples of State Government support:
—Strategic bus corridors 5, 7, 8, 41.

HUrStville major Centre serving the south middle ring

• Future Directions:
— provide capacity for office, retail, entertainment, cultural, public 

administration, services and residential development.
—progress new civic precinct being planned by Hurstville council.
—improve north–south connections across rail line.
— promote benefits of office development in the centre, such as proximity to 

Sydney airport.
—improve traffic and parking management.
• Examples of State Government support:
—Significant capacity on illawarra rail line.
—Strategic bus corridors 24a, 24b, 25, 26, 27, 30.
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CenTre Type centre naMe
fuTure DireCTions AnD exAmples  
of sTATe governmenT supporT

Planned 
Major centres

KoGaraH major Centre serving the south middle ring

• Future Directions:
— Maintain and diversify office employment opportunities and intensify mixed 

uses.
—Support and strengthen hospital and banking related industries.
—Use St George Hospital as a catalyst for a medical/health precinct.
— protect future opportunities for expansion of commercial, medical and 

educational uses.
• Examples of State Government support:
—Strategic bus corridors 21, 29.

Green SQUare planned major Centre serving inner south east

• Future Directions:
— continue to plan for a liveable centre with a mix of employment, retail, 

services and higher density housing supported by good rail access.
—continue to plan for improved pedestrian and cycle access.
• Examples of State Government support:
— landcom involvement in site amalgamation and coordinated delivery of 

infrastructure.
—Strategic bus corridor 21.

roUSe Hill planned major Centre serving the north West growth Centre  
and surrounds

• Future Directions:
— continue to develop a liveable centre with employment, retail, and services 

supported by higher density housing within the walking catchment of the 
centre and future rail station.

— Strengthen the cultural role of rouse Hill House & farm, and rouse Hill 
regional park.

• Examples of State Government support:
—north West rail link.
—Strategic bus corridor 42 (north–West t–way).

leppinGton planned major Centre serving the south West growth Centre  
and surrounds

• Future Directions:
— continue to plan for a liveable centre with major employment opportunities, 

retail and services supported by higher density housing within the walking 
catchment of the proposed train station. 

—ensure commercial uses are supported through planning controls.
• Examples of State Government support:
—South West rail link.
—department of planning leading planning of the centre.

Potential  
Major centres

fairfield potential major Centre serving the West

• Future Directions:
—promote office, retail, entertainment, services and mixed use growth 
opportunities.
—potential increased role for civic uses.
• Examples of State Government support:
—South West rail link.
—Strategic bus corridor 34.

Mt drUitt potential major Centre serving the West between Blacktown and penrith

• Future Directions:
— exploit improved rail services to be provided by Western express rail with 

opportunities for mixed use development and growth as a services centre 
for the subregion.

— Significant potential for renewal and intensification of private and public 
housing areas.

— potential to build upon employment opportunities generated by Western 
Sydney employment area, tafe campus and Mt druitt Hospital.

• Examples of State Government support:
—Western express rail.
—Strategic bus corridors: 1a, 1b, 2a, 2b.

prairieWood potential major Centre serving the West

• Future Directions:
— potential to work with the existing stand alone shopping centre to provide 

a Major centre with a broader mix of employment, retail, community, civic, 
residential and mixed uses.

• Examples of State Government support:
—Strategic bus corridor 11 (liverpool–parramatta t–way).

SUtHerland potential major Centre serving the south

• Future Directions:
— promote office, retail, entertainment, services and mixed use growth 

opportunities to invigorate the town centre.
— employment growth has potential to support anSto facility at lucas 

Heights.
— promote residential development in selected parts of the centre that would 

not restrict commercial growth.
• Examples of State Government support:
—rail: cronulla line duplication to provide increased capacity.
—Strategic bus corridors 22, 23.
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CenTre Type centre naMe
fuTure DireCTions AnD exAmples  
of sTATe governmenT supporT

Specialised 
centres

MacQUarie parK Business park and university within the global economic Corridor

• Future Directions:
— Support high intensity office and education uses within walking distance of 

rail stations.
— Support a vibrant office market by encouraging building forms with a 

variety of spaces, including small office suites.
— Support planned growth of Macquarie University, including commercial 

uses. 
 — Maximise emerging opportunities for employment related to Macquarie 

University Hospital.
—improve urban design of public domain to support walking and cycling.
— Maximise the benefits of improved public transport access and build upon 

benefits of improved connections to parramatta and chatswood.
—address traffic congestion on ryde road.
• Examples of State Government support:
—chatswood–epping–parramatta rail link.
—north West rail link (benefit from increased catchment).
—Strategic bus corridors 6, 7, 9a, 9b, 14, 36, 39.

St leonardS Business centre and hospital within the global economic Corridor

• Future Directions:
—Support high intensity office activity.
— redevelop existing building stocks to provide additional capacity for 

employment growth.
— continue to support clustering of medical enterprises associated with the 

royal north Shore Hospital.
—Support emerging technology cluster at Gore Hill technology park.
• Examples of State Government support:
— royal north Shore Hospital and community Health Services redevelopment 

project.
—Strategic bus corridors 6, 9a, 9b, 14.

Sydney  
olyMpic parK

major events and mixed use specialised Centre

• Future Directions:
—Support intensification of development in accordance with the Masterplan.
—continue to establish a comprehensive network of cycleways and 
pedestrian paths.
—investigate improved public transport accessibility over the long term.
• Examples of State Government support:
—Sydney olympic park Masterplan 2030.
—Western express rail.

rHodeS major retail, health and residential centre

• Future Directions:
—Support the intensification of commercial and residential activity within the 
walking catchment of the train station.
—Support the clustering of medical enterprises associated with concord 
Hospital.
—investigate opportunities for improved ferry access.
—pursue opportunities for pedestrian bridge connecting rhodes to 
Wentworth point.
—examine opportunities to reduce road congestion.
• Examples of State Government support:
—Strategic bus corridor 39.

port botany  
& environS

international trade gateway

• Future Directions:
—Maintain trade gateway function.
— increase rail freight handling capacity through use of South Sydney freight 

line and enfield intermodal logistics centre.
— protect and enhance strategic employment lands including at botany 

industrial area, Mascot and alexandria.
—reduce impacts of growth on local residential amenity.
• Examples of State Government support:
—expansion of port botany.
—enfield intermodal logistics centre.
—Southern Sydney freight line.
—Strategic bus corridors 29, 30.
—State significant site listing in Sepp (Major development) 2005.
—potential improved road link from M5 to port botany and airport.
—airport and port access Strategy.
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CenTre Type centre naMe
fuTure DireCTions AnD exAmples  
of sTATe governmenT supporT

Specialised 
centres 
(continued)

Sydney airport 
& environS

international aviation gateway

• Future Directions:
— Maintain international aviation gateway function for freight and passengers.
— Work with federal and local governments to manage the impacts of on–

airport non–aviation development proposals.
— Manage the impacts of airport freight and passenger growth on transport 

systems.
—protect and enhance strategic employment lands.
— to ensure long–term demand for aviation infrastructure is met, the federal 

and nSW State Governments are preparing an aviation Strategic plan for 
the Sydney region. a joint study has been established to prepare the plan 
which will identify options and strategies to meet the aviation capacity 
needs of the Sydney region. the joint study will also consider land transport 
infrastructure around Kingsford Smith airport and the future use of the 
commonwealth–owned badgerys creek site formerly earmarked for a 
second Sydney airport.

• Examples of State Government support:
—airport and port access Strategy.
—Strategic bus corridors 21, 29.
—potential improved road link from M5 to airport and port botany.

randWicK 
edUcation  
& HealtH

education and health cluster

• Future Directions:
—intensify the cluster of education and health enterprises.
—Support increased investment in research and medical infrastructure.
— integrate the multi–functional aspects of randwick racecourse with the 

education and health elements of the centre.
—improve walking and cycling access to and within centre.
— identify opportunities for increased housing including student housing and 

short term housing.
— investigate long–term improvements in public transport capacity in the 

city–Malabar corridor.
• Examples of State Government support:
—Strategic bus corridors 19, 20, 29, 30.

WeStMead health and biotechnology cluster adjacent to parramatta regional City

• Future Directions:
—   intensify the cluster of education and health enterprises.
— investigate opportunities for creating a more vibrant town centre precinct 

with active street frontages linking the hospital to the station.
• Examples of State Government support:
—Westmead Hospital redevelopment Stage 2.
—Western express rail; chatswood–epping–parramatta rail link. 
—Strategic bus corridor 42 (north–West t–way).

banKStoWn 
airport–
Milperra

growing general aviation centre

• Future Directions:
— increase employment intensity by providing aviation and other specialised 

business clusters in the airport land and Milperra industrial lands.
—improve links to bankstown.
—raise the profile of the centre.
• Examples of State Government support:
—Strategic bus corridor 33.

norWeSt Business park serving the north West

• Future Directions:
— Support intensification of office uses generally, and especially within the 

walking catchment of the proposed train station.
—improve walking and cycling connections to surrounding area.
• Examples of State Government support:
—north West rail link.
—Strategic bus corridor 42 (north–West t–Way).
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CenTre Type centre naMe
fuTure DireCTions AnD exAmples  
of sTATe governmenT supporT

Potential 
Specialised 
centres

penritH 
edUcation & 
HealtH

potential Specialised centre linking nepean Hospital, University of Western 
Sydney and Western Sydney institute of tafe
• Future Directions:
— promote clustering of health and education enterprises, and better linkages 

between the hospital, university and tafe.
— improve connections between penrith centre – and the hospital, university 

and tafe.
• Examples of State Government support:
— Government taskforce with the penrith business alliance to develop a 

strategic vision.
—Western express rail.
—nepean Hospital redevelopment Stage 3.
—Strategic bus corridor 2a.
—proposed interchange improvements to Kingswood Station.

frencHS foreSt potential Specialised centre combining large employment area with potential 
hospital and health related uses
• Future Directions:
—focus concentration of office–based employment.
—Support medical enterprise clustering in the potential hospital precinct.
— investigate potential for associated retail and residential uses subject to 

detailed strategic planning and urban design investigations.
— investigate public transport improvements, including bus priority 

improvements on Warringah road.
—investigate improvements to key road intersections.
• Examples of State Government support:
—potential location for new northern beaches hospital.
—Strategic bus corridors 15, 17.
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appendiX 6
NAturAl rESourcE MANAGEMENt 
StAtE tArGEtS AGAiNSt 
MEtroPolitAN PlAN objEctivES

meTropoliTAn plAn oBjeCTive TArgeTs for nATurAl resourCe mAnAgemenT

improve health of waterways, 
coasts and estuaries 
Source: nSW State plan

by 2015 there is: 
• an improvement in the condition of riverine ecosystems 
•  an improvement in the ability of groundwater systems to support 

groundwater–dependent ecosystems and designated beneficial uses 
• no decline in the condition of marine waters and ecosystems 
•  an improvement in the condition of important wetlands, and the 

extent of those wetlands is maintained 
• an improvement in the condition of estuaries and coastal lake 
ecosystems

Achieve a sustainable  
use of water
Sources: Sydney Water corporation, Hunter Water, 
department of environment, climate change and 
Water, Sydney catchment authority

• Increase annual water recycling from 15 billion litres in 2005 to 70 
billion litres by 2015 
•  Save 145 billion litres of water per year by 2015, representing almost a 

25% reduction from  
Sydney’s projected water demand in that year 

• Meet reliability performance standards for water continuity and quality 
• Reliability Performance standards for water continuity and quality

protect sydney’s unique 
diversity of plant and animals 
Source: nSW State plan

by 2015 there is: 
• an increase in native vegetation extent and an improvement in native 
vegetation condition 
• an increase in the number of sustainable populations of a range of 
native fauna species 
• an increase in the recovery of threatened species, populations and 
ecological communities 
• a reduction in the impact of invasive species

improve sydney’s air quality 
air Quality Source: department of environment, 
climate change and Water

Meet national air quality goals (as specified in the national environment 
protection Measure for ambient air Quality)

minimise household exposure 
to unacceptable noise levels
Source: department of environment, climate 
change and Water and nSW department of 
planning

Meet criteria identified in:
• State Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 2007
• Development near Rail Corridors and Busy Roads—Interim Guideline 
(dop, 2008)
• NSW Industrial Noise Policy (EPA, 2000)
• Interim Construction Noise Guideline (DECC, 2009)
•  Interim Guideline for Assessment of Noise from Rail Infrastructure 

projects (decc, 2007) (currently under review)
• Assessing Vibration—a Technical Guide (DEC, 2006)
• Environmental Criteria for Road Traffic Noise (EPA, 1999) (currently 
under review)

minimise and recycle waste
Source: department of environment, climate 
change and Water

Meet the 2014 nSW waste recycling targets (as specified in the nSW 
Waste avoidance and resource recovery Strategy) nSW Waste 
avoidance and resource recovery Strategy measures

maintain soil Condition 
Source: nSW State plan

by 2015 there is: 
• an improvement in soil condition 
• an increase in the area of land that is managed within its capability 

reduce sydney’s emissions
Source: nSW State plan

•  Achieve a 60 per cent cut in greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 in line 
with federal Government targets

•  Achieve 20 per cent renewable energy consumption by 2020 in light 
of the federal Government’s expanded renewable energy target.
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glossAry  
of Terms

AccESSibilitY
Refers to the extent to 
which people have access 
to employment, goods and 
services, either through 
proximity or transport links 
to places.

ActivE trANSPort
Walking, cycling and the 
use of other mainly human 
powered transport including 
wheelchairs, scooters and 
power–assisted pedal cycles. 

AdAPtAblE HouSiNG
Housing that has been 
designed and built so that 
it can be easily modified 
to become accessible for 
a person with a physical 
disability or progressive 
physical incapacity. Adaptable 
housing can accommodate 
the changing needs of people 
over their life and allow people 
to remain in their home for 
longer as they age. 

AffordAblE HouSiNG
A term for housing for very 
low income households, 
low income households or 
moderate income households. 
This covers households earning 
up to 120% of the median 
income for the area where they 
live and the household pays 
more than 30% of that gross 
income in rent. 

AMENitY
The enjoyment of the 
environment, whether public 
or private lands, by individuals 
or the community. It includes 
the enjoyment of privacy, 
sunlight, views, quiet, access 
to local facilities and similar 
freedom from nuisance. 

built ENviroNMENt
The urban environment 
consisting of buildings, 
infrastructure, roads, 
fixtures, parks, and all other 
improvements that form the 
physical character of a city.

buSiNESS PArK
A large distinct employment 
space independent of a mixed 
use centre, which is generally 
master planned or under a 
single management regime.

buS PrioritY
Bus priority includes both 
electronic priority and 
physical infrastructure 
measures to give buses 
priority over other vehicles. 
Electronic technology 
includes bus–activated 
traffic signals and bus lane 
enforcement cameras. 
Physical infrastructure 
includes bus only lanes and 
queue–jumps at traffic lights.

buSY roAdS
One of the following:
Roads specified in Clause 
102 of the Infrastructure 
SEPP: a freeway, tollway or a 
transitway or any other road 
with an average annual traffic 
(AADT) volume of more than 
40,000 vehicles (based on the 
traffic volume data provided 
on the website of the RTA).

Any other road—with an 
average annual daily traffic 
(AADT) volume of more than 
20,000 vehicles (based on the 
traffic volume data published 
on the website of the RTA).

Any other road—with a high 
level of truck movements or 
bus traffic.

cENtrAl coASt 
The local government areas of 
Gosford and Wyong which are 
subject to a separate Regional 
Strategy.

cENtrE 
A place where varying 
concentrations and 
combinations of retail, 
commercial, civic, cultural and 
residential uses are focused 
around transport facilities.

citY of citiES 
The ‘City of Cities’ concept 
describes a compact and 
multi–centred city structure, 
where people and businesses 
do not need to travel long 
distances to access work, 
services, markets and 
regional facilities. This in 
turn promotes productivity 
and reduces car use, energy 
use and emissions, while 
supporting a more active 
lifestyle.

cliMAtE cHANGE 
AdAPtAtioN
Adaptation involves 
minimising the harmful 
impacts of climate change. 
It is a process by which 
strategies to moderate, cope 
with, and take advantage 
of the consequences of 
climate events are enhanced, 
developed and implemented. 
Since different places will 
experience different climate 
change impacts, adaptation 
measures need to be carefully 
targeted to local conditions 
and considered (but not 
necessarily implemented) 
as early as possible in the 
planning process.

cliMAtE cHANGE 
MitiGAtioN
Climate change mitigation 
involves action that aims 
to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions today in order to 
limit further climate change in 
the future. 

dWElliNG tArGEt
Permanent private dwellings 
not including commercial, 
assisted, group or temporary 
housing (housing with shared 
facilities or short term)

EcoloGicAl 
footPriNt 
The measure of the impact 
of direct and indirect 
consumption of resources 
and production of wastes. It 
converts this consumption 
into a single index of the land 
area that would be needed 
to sustain a population 
indefinitely.

EMPloYMENt lANdS
Employment lands include the 
traditional industrial areas for 
manufacturing, warehousing, 
construction and repairs; 
business and technology 
parks for higher–order 
jobs; and areas containing a 
mix of activities associated 
with transforming, storing, 
maintaining and repairing 
materials and goods. 

EXiStiNG ArEAS/
EXiStiNG urbAN ArEA
Land zoned for an urban 
purpose excluding all 
Greenfield release areas 
and future employment 
lands. 

futurE urbAN ArEAS
Future urban areas are areas 
which have been planned by 
the State Government for the 
fringe expansion the city and 
which include the Growth 
Centres, greenfield release 
areas and future employment 
lands.

GlobAl citY
A global city (also known as a 
world city or world–class city) 
is a city which has a direct 
and tangible impact on global 
affairs through socioeconomic, 
cultural, and/or political 
means.  

GlobAl EcoNoMic 
corridor 
The part of eastern Sydney 
stretching from Sydney 
Airport and Port Botany 
through Sydney City and 
North Sydney to Macquarie 
Park which provides Sydney’s, 
NSW’s and Australia’s most 
valuable links with the world 
economy. 

GrEENfiEld  
rElEASE ArEA
New metropolitan fringe areas 
released by State Government 
for future housing and 
formally adopted onto the 
Metropolitan Development 
Program.

GrEENHouSE GASES
Greenhouse gases trap the 
sun’s warmth, and maintain the 
Earth’s surface temperature at 
a level necessary to support life. 
Human actions are increasing 
the concentrations of these 
gases that trap more heat 
and change the climate. This 
is the enhanced greenhouse 
effect.  

GrEENSPAcE
The area of urban land 
devoted to parks, reserves, 
trails, gardens, recreation and 
other open spaces, including 
nature strips along transport 
corridors.  

GroWtH cENtrES
The North West and South West 
Growth Centres are areas on the 
fringe of Western Sydney that 
have been designated for new 
communities of up to 160,000 
homes in the next 25 to 30 
years. These new communities 
have been designed so that 
infrastructure is developed as 
the communities are populated. 

HiGH dENSitY HouSiNG 
More than 60 net dwellings 
per hectare.

HiGH riSE HouSiNG 
Six storeys or more. Includes 
flats, shop top housing and 
large mixed use developments 
such as offices and shops with 
housing above.

HouSEHold 
One or more persons that 
usually reside in the same 
private dwelling.

HouSiNG 
AffordAbilitY
Housing affordability is the 
affordability of housing in 
general. This includes the 
cost of construction and the 
supply of serviced new release 
land as well as escalating land 
and house values. This affects 
a broader cross–section of 
society. 

HouSiNG StrESS 
Housing stress is defined as 
households in the lower 40 per 
cent of income distribution 
paying more than 30 per cent 
of their income on mortgage 
repayments or rent. 

HouSiNG tArGEtS 
Housing targets were 
calculated after considering 
household and dwelling 
projections, demographic 
and economic trends, land 
capacity, infrastructure and 
feasibility. A key guiding factor 
for distributing new housing 
targets is the subregional 
jobs–to–population ratio. 
This broadly indicates a city’s 
efficiency in terms of work 
travel distances and local 
employment opportunities. 
Using this ratio to guide land 
use ensures integration with 
transport and links decisions 
about housing to the NSW 
State Plan’s ‘more jobs closer 
to home’ aim.

appendiX 8 
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iNcluSioNArY ZoNiNG 
The incorporation of 
provisions within a planning 
instrument requiring the 
inclusion of certain uses or 
facilities as a mandatory 
requirement for development 
approval. Can be used to 
require that a development 
include a component of 
affordable housing or a 
monetary contribution 
towards the provision of such 
housing.

iNfill dEvEloPMENt
New development that occurs 
within established urban areas 
where the site or area is either 
vacant, or has previously 
been used for another 
urban purpose. The scale of 
development can range from 
the creation of one additional 
residential lot to a major 
mixed–use redevelopment.

jobS:PoPulAtioN 
rAtio
The jobs–to–population ratio 
This defined as the proportion 
of an economy’s working–
age population that is 
employed. As an indicator, the 
jobs:population ratio provides 
information on the ability of 
an economy to create jobs. A 
high overall ratio is typically 
considered ‘good’. 

locAl ENviroNMENtAl 
PlAN (lEP) 
The principal legal document 
for controlling development 
at the council level. The 
zoning provisions establish 
permissibility of uses and 
standards regulate the extent 
of development. They are 
prepared by councils and 
approved by the Minister 
(after public exhibition).

loW iNcoME 
HouSEHoldS 
Households receiving between 
50% and 80% of the gross 
median income.

locAl cENtrES 
These are centres of a 
smaller scale. They consist of 
Town Centres, Villages and 
Neighbourhood Centres.

loW dENSitY HouSiNG 
Less than 25 net dwellings 
per hectare. This includes 
the number of dwellings only 
within land zoned for housing, 
and not including land for 
open spaces, roads etc.

MEdiuM dENSitY 
HouSiNG
25 to 60 net dwellings per 
hectare.

ModE
The type of vehicle or method 
used for a trip, e.g. train, bus, 
walk.

ModErAtE iNcoME 
HouSEHoldS 
Households receiving between 
80% and 120% of the gross 
median income.

NEt dWElliNGS  
PEr HEctArE 
Number of dwellings within 
land zoned for housing less 
areas provided for open space, 
roads, etc.

NEW rElEASE 
GrEENfiEld ArEAS
Refer to greenfield release area

oPEN SPAcE 
Areas that are set aside 
within the city boundaries 
for recreational uses with 
unrestricted public access, 
such as parks, playing fields, 
landscape buffers and 
community paths, but does 
not include National Parks or 
nature reserves. 

orbitAl MotorWAY 
NEtWorK 
Sydney’s circumferential 
network of linked tolled and 
untolled freeways made up of 
the Sydney Harbour Tunnel, 
Eastern Distributor, M5, 
Westlink M7, M2, Lane Cove 
Tunnel and the Warringah 
Freeway.

out–of–cENtrE 
HouSiNG dEvEloPMENt 
Housing that is situated 
away from centres which 
have transport, shops and 
entertainment within a 
walkable distance.

PoPulAtioN 
ProjEctioNS 
Population projections are 
not predictions or forecasts, 
but are simply illustrations 
of the growth and change in 
population that would occur 
if certain assumptions about 
future levels of fertility, 
mortality, internal migration 
and overseas migration were 
to prevail over the projection 
period.

PrEciNct PlAN
A plan, to be outlined in 
the Growth Centres State 
Environmental Planning 
Policy, which will replaced 
the existing LEP and will be 
prepared without needing 
to revisit issues—such 
as threatened species or 
heritage—already designated 
in the Growth Centres 
Structure Plan.

Public doMAiN
The public domain is the 
spaces between buildings 
where people can walk, sit, 
read a newspaper, or interact 
with other members of their 
community. The public 
domain includes all spaces 
accessible to and used by the 
public, including external and 
internal public space. It may 
include spaces such as public 
squares, the space between 
buildings, streets, parks and 
transport interchanges. The 
public domain serves a range 
of purposes and human 
activities.

rENEWAl
Refer Urban Renewal

rENEWAblE ENErGY
Renewable energy comes from 
sources such as the sun, wind, 
wave, hydro, geothermal and 
organic matter. Generating 
energy from these sources 
produces minimal overall 
greenhouse gas emissions and 
reduces other impacts on the 
environment. 

rESidENtiAl dENSitY
Net dwellings per hectare

S117 dirEctioNS
Section 117 of the 
Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act (NSW) gives 
the Minister for Planning 
the authority to incorporate 
specific directions into Local 
Environment Plans. 

SEctioN 94  
(or S94) 
Section 94 of the 
Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act (NSW) 
provides that, if the consent 
authority is satisfied that if 
a development is likely to 
increase the demand for public 
amenities or public services 
in the area, the authority may 
require the applicant to make 
a financial payment and/or 
dedicate land free of cost as 
a condition of approving the 
development 

SociAl cAPitAl
Social capital is the social 
bonds and connections 
in communities, based on 
networks of mutual support, 
reciprocity, and trust, which 
facilitate cooperation within 
or among groups.

SociAl EcoNoMic 
iNdEX for ArEAS 
(SEifA)
Australian Bureau of 
Statistics Social Economic 
Index for Areas compares 
advantage and disadvantage 
based on attributes such 
as income, educational 
attainment, unemployment, 
jobs in relatively unskilled 
occupations and variables that 
reflect disadvantage.

SociAl HouSiNG 
Social housing provides 
secure, affordable housing for 
people with a housing need on 
low incomes. Social housing 
encompasses properties 
owned or managed by Housing 
NSW, community housing 
providers and the Aboriginal 
Housing Office. 

StANdArd  
iNStruMENt lEP
In 2006, the NSW 
Government gazetted a 
standard instrument for 
preparing new LEPs, also 
known as the LEP template. 
Local plans across NSW will 
now use the same planning 
language, making it easier for 
communities to understand 
what is proposed for their 
local area. Councils are able 
to include localised planning 
objectives and provisions 
specific to their area, as well as 
determine zoning, additional 
land uses, heritage items, and 
development standards such 
as height and minimum lot 
sizes. Refer Local Environment 
Plan (LEP). 

StAtE ENviroNMENtAl 
PlANNiNG PolicY 
(SEPP) 
State Environmental Planning 
Policies deal with issues 
significant to the state and 
people of NSW. They are made 
by the Minister for Planning 
and may be exhibited in draft 
form for public comment 
before being gazetted as a legal 
document.

StrAtEGic buS 
corridorS 
Strategic bus corridors are 
designed to connect major 
centres across Sydney, linking 
to important transport, health 
and educational facilities and 
other community facilities, 
and integrating with local bus 
services. They will provide 
a network of fast, frequent, 
direct and convenient bus 
services. 

StrAtEGic cENtrES
These are centres of a larger 
scale, and are considered 
crucial to the economic, 
social and environmental 
functioning of the entire city 
and the State. They consist of 
Global Sydney, Regional Cities, 
Major Centres and Specialised 
Centres.

SubrEGioNAl 
StrAtEGiES
The metropolitan area is 
too large and complex to 
resolve all the planning 
aims and directions down 
to a detailed local level 
through one Metropolitan 
Plan. Subregional planning 
is an intermediate step to 
translating the Metropolitan 
Plan to a local level, and 
recognises that some 
issues extend beyond local 
government boundaries 
and require a ‘subregional’ 
approach.

SubrEGioNS
Sydney City, East, South, 
Inner West, Inner North, 
North, North East, West 
Central, North West, South 
West and South.

SuStAiNAbilitY
Meeting the needs of 
the present without 
compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet 
their own needs. 

SYdNEY  
MEtroPolitAN ArEA 
The 41 local government 
areas of Ashfield, Auburn, 
Bankstown, Baulkham 
Hills, Blacktown, Blue 
Mountains, Botany, Burwood, 
Canada Bay, Camden, 
Campbelltown, Canterbury, 
Fairfield, Hawkesbury, 
Holroyd, Hornsby, Hunters 
Hill, Hurstville, Kogarah, 
Ku–ring–gai, Lane Cove, 
Leichhardt, Liverpool, Manly, 
Marrickville, Mosman, 
North Sydney, Parramatta, 
Penrith, Pittwater, Randwick, 
Rockdale, Ryde, Strathfield, 
Sutherland, Sydney, 
Warringah, Waverley, 
Willoughby, Wollondilly and 
Woollahra. 

SYdNEY rEGioN 
Is the Sydney Statistical 
Division as defined by the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics 
(ABS) which includes Gosford 
and Wyong.

SYdNEY StAtiSticAl 
diviSioN (SSd)
The Sydney Statistical 
Division, as defined by 
the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics, is made up of 
43 local government areas 
that constitute the greater 
Sydney metropolitan area. 
This extends to and includes 
the Shires of Sutherland and 
Wollondilly in the south, the 
Cities of Blue Mountains and 
Hawkesbury in the west and 
the Central Coast LGAs of 
Gosford and Wyong in the 
north.

trANSPort NodES
Transport Nodes are the 
800 m walkable catchment 
from a train station and a 
400 m catchment from a bus 
node or light rail station.

uNivErSAl dESiGN 
Universally designed homes 
are those which meet the 
changing needs of occupants 
across their lifetimes, as they 
age or acquire a disability. 
Universally designed homes 
give people with disability 
greater independence and 
choice about where they live.

urbAN coNSolidAtioN
The process of increasing 
dwelling densities within 
established areas over 
and above what is already 
there through infill or 
redevelopment of existing 
buildings.

urbAN dESiGN 
Urban Design is the practice of 
shaping the physical features 
of settlements to create places 
for people and to make high–
quality connections between 
places and buildings for the 
safe movement of people.

urbAN footPriNt 
The urban footprint refers 
to the combined extent 
of the existing urban area 
and endorsed future urban 
areas. Future urban areas are 
those identified by the NSW 
Government for the city’s 
expansion. They include the 
North West and South West 
Growth Centres, greenfield 
release areas and future 
employment lands.

urbAN rENEWAl 
The revitalisation of 
established urban areas to 
provide for a greater range of 
housing, employment, services 
and social activities.

WAtEr SENSitivE 
urbAN dESiGN (WSud)
WSUD refers to the design 
principles that aim to reduce 
the impact of interactions 
between the urban built form 
(including urban landscapes) 
and the urban water cycle as 
defined by the three urban 
water streams of potable 
water, wastewater and 
stormwater.

WEStErN SYdNEY
Fourteen local government 
areas that includes Auburn, 
Bankstown, Baulkham Hills, 
Blacktown, Blue Mountains, 
Camden, Campbelltown, 
Fairfield, Hawkesbury, 
Holroyd, Liverpool, 
Parramatta, Penrith and 
Wollondilly.
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glossAry of 
ACronyms
cbd
Central Business District—an 
area of intense concentration 
of commercial, retail, services 
and leisure activities 

coAG 
Council of Australian 
Governments

dcP 
Development Control Plan 
is a detailed guideline that 
illustrates the controls that 
apply to a particular type of 
development or in a particular 
area. A DCP refines or 
supplements an LEP or State 
Policies and is made according 
to the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act 1979.

EPbc Act
The Environment Protection 
Biodiversity and Conservation 
Act 1999 gives the Federal 
Government an approval 
role for certain kinds of 
development which are 
considered to be of national 
environmental importance. 
It outlines objectives for 
protecting matters of national 
environmental significance.

lEP
Local Environmental Plan 

lGA
Local Government Area 
administered by a local 
council under the Local 
Government Act 1993 and 
other legislation. 

NrM
Natural Resource Management

PcAl 
Premier’s Council on Active 
Living.

rWA
Redfern–Waterloo Authority 
established in 2005 and is 
responsible for revitalising the 
area through urban renewal.

SEifA 
Australian Bureau of Statistics 
Social Economic Index for 
Areas

SEPP
State Environmental Planning 
Policies deal with issues 
significant to the state and 
people of NSW. They are made 
by the Minister for Planning 
and may be exhibited in draft 
form for public comment 
before being gazetted as a legal 
document. 

WHo
World Health Organisation 

glossAry 
of oTher 
projeCTs AnD 
iniTiATives
The Metropolitan Plan 
is integrated with many 
Government strategies and 
initiatives.

ActioN for Air
Action for Air is the NSW 
Government’s 25–year air 
quality management plan 
for the Greater Metropolitan 
Region covering Sydney, 
the Lower Hunter and the 
Illawarra. 

bASiX 
The Building and 
Sustainability Index, is a 
NSW Government initiative 
that ensures new homes are 
designed and built to use less 
potable water and produce 
fewer greenhouse  
gas emissions. 

cENtrE for 
AffordAblE HouSiNG 
The Centre works with federal, 
state and local government, 
non–profit organisations, and 
private companies to generate 
creative responses to declining 
housing affordability. This 
includes direct funding for 
not for profit registered 
community housing providers 
and developers such as the 
National Rental Affordability 
Scheme and working with 
private developers to develop 
affordable housing strategies 
via planning agreements. 
The Centre also works with 
Housing NSW and local 
and state governments to 
identify opportunities to 
deliver affordable housing, for 
example through the Housing 
Affordability Fund.

cENtrES dESiGN 
GuidEliNES 
A resource for planners, 
architects, urban designers, 
property owners and 
community illustrating 
clear directions on how to 
improve the design quality, 
amenity and vitality of urban 
centres and providing design 
principles and examples 
of how to accommodate 
additional growth within 
centres, while respecting local 
character. 

coMMuNitY HouSiNG 
ProvidErS (cHPs) 
CHPs are not–for–profit 
organisations with a charter to 
manage housing for low–to–
moderate income and special 
needs households. 

HouSiNG 
AffordAbilitY fuNd 
This fund focuses on proposals 
that improve the supply of new 
housing and make housing 
more affordable for home 
buyers entering the market. 
Under round two of the fund, 
the Federal Government 
targeted projects that were 
transit oriented or which 
reduced the concentrations 
of disadvantage on public 
housing estates through 
infrastructure and other 
reform initiatives.

lANdcoM
A State Owned Corporation 
and a development arm 
of the NSW Government. 
Today Landcom is a leading 
masterplanner, facilitator 
and developer of sustainable 
communities in NSW. 
Landcom creates resident, 
commercial and industrial 
communities on both vacant 
land and established sites.

MEtriX 
Is an internet based 
subregional planning tool. 
METRIX is being used in the 
subregional planning process 
by State agencies and local 
government. Through this 
tool, the NSW Government 
and local government share a 
common set of information, 
which provides a basis to 
discuss the distribution of 
growth among centres and to 
assess local housing needs.

MEtroPolitAN 
dEvEloPMENt 
ProGrAM (MdP) 
The MDP is the NSW 
Government’s key program 
for managing land supply 
and assisting infrastructure 
coordination. Land supply 
refers to the dwelling potential 
from greenfield release areas 
and existing urban areas. 
(MDP 2008–09 Report)
The MDP replaced the former 
Urban Development Report 
(UDP) and Metropolitan 
Urban Development Program 
(MUDP) in 2001. (MDP 
2008–09 Report glossary) 

MEtroPolitAN 
GrEENSPAcE 
ProGrAM 
Allocates grants to councils 
in the Sydney Region to assist 
local government to plan and 
improve regionally significant 
open space. 

MEtroPolitAN  
WAtEr PlAN
The NSW Government’s 
Metropolitan Water Plan 
outlines the mix of measures 
that ensure Sydney, the 
Illawarra and the Blue 
Mountains (greater Sydney) 
have enough water now and 
for the future. 

NAtioN buildiNG 
EcoNoMic  
StiMuluS PlAN 
This $42 billion Australian 
government package was 
introduced in February 
2009 to fund the delivery 
of infrastructure projects 
including social housing. The 
Plan provided $1.7 billion to 
deliver around 6,300 social 
housing homes in NSW by 
June 2012.

NSW biKE PlAN
NSW BikePlan details a 10–
year plan for funding bicycle 
infrastructure across NSW.

NSW StAtE PlAN
The 2010 NSW State Plan—
Investing in a better future is 
the NSW Government’s plan 
to achieve promised results 
over the medium to long term 
across seven broad areas of 
activity: better transport and 
liveable cities, supporting 
business and jobs, clever State, 
healthy communities, green 
State, stronger communities 
and keeping people safe. 

PlANNiNG  
rEforM fuNd 
The aim of the Planning 
Reform Fund is to support 
initiatives to streamline the 
planning process, making it 
more strategic, efficient and 
transparent while enhancing 
community involvement. The 
Planning Reform Fund helps 
fund the reforms and can 
assist councils in particular by 
supporting the delivery of new 
local plans and key strategic 
planning projects.

PrEciNcXtM

PRECINXTM is a mathematical 
planning and design tool to 
evaluate the sustainability 
of a neighbourhood or large 
urban development project. 
It can be used to assess key 
aspects of a project’s social, 
economic and environmental 
performance. PRECINXTM is 
designed to assist land 
developers, urban planners 
and regulatory authorities 
make decisions about new 
urban development. 

SHAriNG SYdNEY 
HArbour AccESS 
ProGrAM (SSHAP) 
A grants funding program 
which improves public 
access to and enhance the 
recreational enjoyment of 
Sydney Harbour and its 
tributaries.

SYdNEY MEtroPolitAN 
dEvEloPMENt 
AutHoritY (SMdA)
The Sydney Metropolitan 
Development Authority will 
work across government, 
with councils and the private 
sector, to achieve high quality 
urban renewal in the Sydney 
Region. The Authority will 
define and recommend areas 
that will benefit from urban 
renewal. Where appropriate, 
it will act as a development 
proponent on State–owned 
land to expedite development 
and provide local economic 
benefits. 

StAtE iNfrAStructurE 
StrAtEGY
The State Infrastructure 
Strategy is a rolling 10–year 
plan for infrastructure 
projects to support service 
delivery. First published in 
2006, it is updated every two 
years. The Strategy maps 
infrastructure projects by 
six broad regions—Sydney, 
Central Coast, Hunter, North 
Coast, Illawarra—South East 
and Inland NSW.

totAl ASSEt 
MANAGEMENt
Total Asset Management is 
the strategic management of 
physical assets to best support 
the delivery of agency services.
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