
 
 

Going Beyond Buildings: Benchmarking Green Neighborhoods with 

LEED for Neighborhood Development 

Evolution of a Rating System 

LEED for Neighborhood Development (LEED-ND) incorporates the principles of smart growth, new urbanism, 

and green building into a national standard for green neighborhood design. Through voluntary certification, 

LEED for Neighborhood Development recognizes development projects that protect and enhance the health 

and quality of our communities and our natural environment. 

The LEED for Neighborhood Development rating system represents a bold new stage in the development of 

LEED and is starting to capture the interest of both the public and private sector in looking beyond the 

individual building to the larger community, recognizing that a building is only as green as its surroundings. 

Changing the Status Quo 

LEED for Neighborhood Development introduces important new levers at the planning and infrastructure scale 

that, when coupled with the other LEED green building rating systems, can more rapidly and effectively 

transform the way that buildings and communities are designed, built and operated. 

Experts continue to make a strong case for the myriad benefits of 

sustainable development: reduced environmental impacts, better 

health for residents, and greater economic opportunities. Local 

governments are embracing the philosophy of sustainable 

development and using it to advance energy and water 

conservation, cost savings, and healthy, livable communities. 

Sustainable development speaks directly to a host of pressing 

issues in our modern world: vehicle use nearly tripled between 

1970 and 2006
1
, raising vehicular emissions to more than 20% of 

U.S. greenhouse gas emissions
2
; buildings alone account for 

39.7% of energy consumption and 10.1% of water use
3
. 

Development projects that incorporate smart growth strategies, 

green building techniques, and efficient neighborhood design 

have an opportunity to reduce these negative impacts of the built 

environment, and many more. 

Research shows that living in a mixed-use environment, within 

walking distance of shops, services, and public transit, results in 

fewer and shorter vehicle trips, and increased levels of walking 

and bicycling.  LEED for Neighborhood Development encourages 

these types of environments which can improve cardiovascular health and reduce the risk of heart disease, 

hypertension and obesity. Neighborhoods with decreased car use can also help reduce air pollution, which 

can cause asthma and other respiratory illnesses.
4
 

Sustainable planning also benefits local businesses, increasing foot traffic by locating housing closer to 

commercial areas and creating more pedestrian-friendly streetscapes. Rising demand for housing and 

commercial space in highly walkable and transit-accessible areas can result in higher tenancy rates and 

retention of property values, even in tough economic times.  Nearly six in ten adults (58%) would prefer to live 

                                                           
1 National Transportation Statistics, Bureau of Transportation Statistics, U.S. Department of Transportation, 2008. Accessed at 
www.bts.gov/publications/national_transportation_statistics  
2 Energy Information Administration, Emissions of Greenhouse Gases in the United States 2005. Report DOE/EIA-0573 (2005). 
Released November 2006. 
3 U.S. Department of Energy, Buildings Energy Data Book, October 2009 (1.1.3 Buildings Share of U.S. Primary Energy 
Consumption (Percent); 8.1.1 Total Use of Water by Buildings (Billion Gallons per Day)).  
Accessed at www.buildingsdatabook.eren.doe.gov 
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in a neighborhood with a mix of houses and stores and other businesses within an easy walk, according to the 

National Association of Realtors 2011 Consumer Preference Survey.
5
 

Rating System Overview  

Similar to other LEED rating systems, LEED-ND is made up of prerequisites, which all projects must meet, 

and a set of credits, from which each project can choose to earn enough points for certification. The basic 

component of each prerequisite and credit are a general statement of intent and specific performance 

thresholds or prescriptive measures. The LEED-ND rating system is divided into the following credit 

categories: Smart Location and Linkage (SLL), Neighborhood Pattern and Design (NPD), and Green 

Infrastructure and Buildings (GIB). 

LEED for Neighborhood Development has three stages of certification, which relate to the phases of the real 

estate development process.  

 

LEED for Neighborhood Development – Three Key Themes 

The Smart Location & Linkage (SLL) section focuses on WHERE the project is built. The goal of the 

prerequisites is to limit the impact on prime farmland, wildlife habitat, wetlands, and water bodies. At the same 

time, they encourage projects to locate adjacent to existing development, in areas near services or transit. 

The Neighborhood Pattern & Design (NPD) section looks at HOW the project is laid out. This section 

promotes compact, complete, and connected communities that include a variety of building types and land 

uses. This section reminds us that the best neighborhoods have a unique character that reflects local 

preferences.  Criteria in this section promote civic spaces—such as parks, farmers markets, and plazas—

where residents, workers, and visitors can meet and build community. 

The Green Infrastructure & Buildings (GIB) section focuses on  WHAT measures can reduce the 

environmental impacts associated with the construction and operation of buildings and infrastructure. It not 

only promotes more efficient energy and water use—especially important in urban areas where the burden on 

infrastructure can be enormous – but also comprehensive approaches to stormwater management and solid 

waste treatment. 

For more information about the LEED for Neighborhood Development rating system: 
www.usgbc.org/nd or email: neighborhoods@usgbc.org 

                                                           
5 National Association of Realtors, 2011 Community Preference Survey, 2011.  
Accessed at www.realtor.org/government_affairs/smart_growth/survey 
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