
creating the cook 
islands marine park
great commitments,  
great vision

visionary

The Cook Islands, a large ocean developing 
state, yet a small country in the world’s eyes, 
recently committed the largest area in history 
by a single country for integrated ocean 
conservation and management. 
The Cook Islands Marine Park will encompass approximately 1.1 
million square hectares of the southern Cook Islands Exclusive 
Economic Zone. With full support from the Cook Islands 
government, traditional leaders and local communities, the 
marine park will provide the necessary framework to promote 
sustainable development by balancing economic growth interests 
such as tourism, fishing and deep sea mining with conserving 
core biodiversity and natural assets, in the ocean, reef and island 
environs, for current and future generations.  

Conservation International has been closely involved in the 
development of the marine park providing critical counsel and 
support to the Cook Islands government. The park is currently in 
its design phase and will be legally established by 2013. 
Research, knowledge sharing, and the provision of supporting 



technologies to bring this vision to life are essential. 
The initiative has already attracted interest and 
support from ESRI, a Geographic Information System 
(GIS) software company, which is supporting an online 
initiative to help with marine spatial planning in the 
proposed marine park.  However more support and 
attention is needed in the coming years to address 
other challenges such as internet limitations and lack 
of satellite imagery.

The Cook Islands Marine Park is  currently the 
largest commitments to the Pacific Oceanscape, an 
innovative initiative led by 15 Pacific Island nations, 
including New Zealand, to foster integrated marine 
conservation and sustainable oceans management 
across approximately 40 million sq km of ocean—over 
seven percent of the Earth’s surface. 

The Pacific Oceanscape hosts the world’s largest 
remaining stocks of tuna, providing approximately 
a third of the world’s catches of tuna and related 
species, and the world’s most pristine remaining coral 
reef ecosystems. We have depended on the ocean 
and its resources for millennia. But with declining 
fishery resources, rising sea levels and warming ocean 
temperatures, ocean acidification and pollution, the 
oceans are changing rapidly. These changes will affect 
us all, but are specifically degrading the livelihoods—
and threatening the very survival — of Pacific 
Islanders. A key focus of the Pacific Oceanscape 
is to use a united Pacific voice to inspire support, 
investment and awareness for the region. To that 
end, the establishment of the Cook Islands marine 
park is of national, regional and global importance to 
management of the oceans.
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For more information contact: 
Sue Taei, Pacific Island Marine Program Director; staei@conservation.org
www.conservation.org
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human well-being
n tourism
n food security
n economic development
n stable climate + air to breath

ecosystem services
n provision of food
n buffer from storms
n  the oceans absorb vast  

quantities of carbon,  
govern our weather

n  >1/2 the oxygen we breath  
comes from the oceans

healthy ecosystems
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