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The neo-liberal contract state and society

The Contract State and Constrained Democracy: the community and voluntary sector under threat

Respondents drew our attention clearly to the fact 
that those who speak for the marginalised have 
themselves been marginalised.



What the survey responses intimate is that the 
move to contracting has led to a transformation of 
civil society ... while maintaining a semblance of 
democracy. 



... Annette King, noted that ‘NGOs that are funded 
by the health system are too scared to speak out 
because they fear losing their funding’ ... 
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In all, 35.3% of the organisations who responded 
had been subject to loss of contracts ... when 
programmes had been either disestablished or 
terminated or when funding was re-targeted.



Conclusion

The supposed ‘equal’ relationship is one that in 
reality focuses attention on meeting the demands 
of government funders rather than the needs of the 
communities.
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1 The Office for the Community and Voluntary Sector and 
the Department of Internal Affairs commissioned a report 
to ‘explore the nature of Social Impact Bonds (SIBs) … to 
identify … policy and market constraints to their extensive 
use’. Essentially this is a means of introducing money from 
private or philanthropic investors into ‘social programmes 
without increasing public debt and without the need to 
decrease existing spending’ (Ross Philipson Consulting, 

2011). The government repays funds depending on the level 
of success in achieving the specific social outcomes. 

 2 The Social Sector Forum has been described as a cross-
agency vehicle made up of the chief executive officers of 
the Ministry of Social Development and the Department of 
Building and Housing, the director-general of health, the 
secretaries of Justice and Health and senior officials from the 
SSC, Treasury and the Department of the Prime Minister and 
Cabinet.
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Upcoming Events
Date Title Speaker Venue

Thursday 5 September
12.30pm-1.30pm

Climate confusion: why the international 
climate change negotiations have 
unravalled, and what, if anything,  
can be done about it?

Professor Stephen 
Howes, Australian 
National University

Railway West Wing, Room 501

Thursday 12 
September

12.30pm-1.30pm

The Future of Renewable Energy Dr Eric Martinot, 
Institute for 
Sustainable Energy 
Policies

Government Building, Lecture Theatre 4 

Friday 13 September
12.30pm-1.30pm

Valuing Nature and the Problem  
of Incommensurable Values

Dr Geoff Bertram, 
Institute for 
Governance and Policy 
Studies

Government Building, Lecture Theatre 2 
(Access via Stout Street)

Monday 16 September
5.30pm-7.00pm

Insights on Models of Change:  
A Global and Pacific Perspective

Duncan Green, Oxfam 
Great Britain and Barry 
Coates, Oxfam NZ

Government Building, Lecture Theatre 1 
(Access via Stout Street)

Friday 20 September
12.30pm-1.30pm

From Millennium Development Goals to 
Sustainable Development Goals

Barry Coates,  
Oxfam NZ

Government Building, Lecture Theatre 2 
(Access via Stout Street)

For further information on IGPS Events visit our website http://igps.victoria.ac.nz/


