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In  considering  northern  Australia’s  future,  
there  is  a  tendency  to  focus  on  remote  mining  
and  agricultural  developments.  These  are  very  

such  as  Townsville,  Cairns,  Darwin,  Mackay  and  

surroundings,  are  growing  rapidly.  They  face  
many  of  the  pressures  that  confront  expanding  

Australia  as  a  whole.

Outside  the  urban  centres,  northern  Australia  

areas  support  surrounding  industries  and  also  

Northern  Australia  has  natural  advantages  

tourism  and  the  environment.  It  has  geographic  
advantages  stemming  from  its  proximity  
to  a  fast  growing  Asia  and  as  one  of  the  
few  developed  tropical  economies  in  the  

to  our  north,  including  an  increased  focus  

engagement  with  our  northern  neighbours.

Economically,  northern  Australia  has  been  strong  
in  recent  years,  outperforming  large  parts  of  
the  south.  The  resources  and  energy  boom  

many  parts  of  the  north  and  on  current  forecasts  

INTRODUCTION 

For  the  purposes  of  the  White  Paper,  

the  parts  of  Australia  north  of  the  Tropic  
of  Capricorn,  spanning  Western  Australia,  
the  Northern  Territory  and  Queensland.  

industries  and  issues  that  fall  below  the  
Tropic  will  be  considered  where  they  form  
part  of  a  northern  development  agenda.

is  useful,  but  it  belies  the  diversity  across  and  

in  large  urban  centres,  fast  growing  service  

Northern  Australia  is  an  area  of  approximately  
three  million  square  kilometres  with  a  growing  

is  represented  by  three  state  and  territory  
governments,  74  local  governments,  and  the  

the  day  to  day  lives  of  people  in  the  north  are  
determined  by  governments  based  in  Darwin,  
Brisbane  and  Perth.  To  develop  the  region,  closer  

levels  of  government  and  the  private  sector.

Developing  northern  Australia  is  by  no  means  

developing  for  many  decades,  with  much  success.  
There  are  valuable  lessons  to  be  learned  from  

mistakes  and  to  build  upon  past  achievements.

White  Paper.

Through  the  White  Paper,  the  Government  

that  free  business  from  red  tape  and  
foster  private  investment  to  realise  
the  vision  for  northern  Australia.

focus  on  economic  development,  trade  and  

environmental  and  biosecurity  safeguards

create  the  right  climate  to  maximise  

Australia

and  facilitate  private  sector  funding  
wherever  possible

respect  and  recognise  the  roles  and  

governments.

The  Green  Paper  on  Developing  Northern  

considered  approach  to  the  development  of  the  
White  Paper.

of  the  White  Paper.  These  include  establishing  

northern  Australia;  funding  water  infrastructure,  

Development  Fund;  developing  a  15  year  rolling  

some  Commonwealth  agencies  to  the  north;  and  
improving  land  use  arrangements.
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SECTION A

Northern	
  Australia	
  is	
  characterised	
  by	
  rich	
  cultures,	
  unique	
  landscapes	
  and	
  biodiversity,	
  modern	
  

and	
  growing	
  cities,	
  vast	
  mineral	
  and	
  energy	
  wealth,	
  important	
  agricultural	
  developments	
  and	
  iconic	
  

tourist	
  destinations.

It	
  has	
  a	
  long	
  history	
  and	
  has	
  undergone	
  many	
  changes,	
  particularly	
  over	
  the	
  last	
  century.	
  For	
  over	
  

50,000	
  years	
  Aboriginal	
  and	
  Torres	
  Strait	
  Islander	
  peoples	
  have	
  lived	
  on	
  and	
  managed	
  northern	
  

Australia’s	
  lands	
  and	
  seas.	
  In	
  the	
  late	
  1800s,	
  the	
  population	
  grew	
  as	
  people	
  from	
  the	
  south	
  followed	
  

the	
  paths	
  of	
  explorers	
  such	
  as	
  Burke	
  and	
  Wills.	
  Land	
  was	
  cultivated	
  for	
  crops	
  or	
  used	
  for	
  cattle	
  

grazing	
  and	
  townships	
  were	
  established.

Australia	
  become	
  more	
  diverse	
  and	
  multicultural.	
  Towns	
  and	
  cities	
  continue	
  to	
  grow,	
  particularly	
  

along	
  the	
  north	
  east	
  coastline.	
  Most	
  recently,	
  the	
  growth	
  of	
  the	
  minerals	
  and	
  energy	
  sectors	
  

(predominantly	
  coal	
  and	
  gas),	
  along	
  with	
  a	
  highly	
  mobile	
  workforce,	
  has	
  seen	
  the	
  economy	
  and	
  

culture	
  of	
  northern	
  Australia	
  undergo	
  further	
  change.

This	
  section	
  explores:

   the  economy

     

A	
  number	
  of	
  characteristics	
  are	
  integral	
  to	
  northern	
  Australia’s	
  development,	
  including:

	
   The	
  north	
  is	
  not	
  an	
  uncharted	
  frontier.	
  It	
  has	
  a	
  fast	
  growing	
  population,	
  mostly	
  located	
  in	
  

similar	
  to	
  other	
  cities	
  around	
  the	
  world.

	
   Northern	
  Australia	
  is	
  already	
  growing,	
  with	
  potential	
  for	
  further	
  economic	
  growth.	
  It	
  	
  

	
  

economic	
  success.

	
   The	
  north	
  is	
  extremely	
  diverse.	
  In	
  addition	
  to	
  its	
  fast	
  growing	
  cities,	
  there	
  are	
  many	
  smaller	
  

rural	
  and	
  remote	
  communities.	
  Some	
  are	
  experiencing	
  rapid	
  population	
  and	
  economic	
  growth;	
  

others	
  face	
  entrenched	
  disadvantage	
  and	
  uncertain	
  futures.

	
   The	
  northern	
  climate	
  and	
  landscapes	
  are	
  highly	
  variable.	
  This	
  presents	
  challenges	
  —	
  perceived	
  

and	
  real	
  —	
  around	
  liveability	
  and	
  development.



2 GREEN PAPER ON DEVELOPING NORTHERN AUSTRALIA

SECTION A: TELL US WHAT YOU THINK 

1.

2.	
  

3.	
   What	
  features	
  of	
  northern	
  Australia	
  are	
  the	
  most	
  important	
  to	
  its	
  current	
  growth	
  and	
  future	
  

4.	
   What	
  do	
  the	
  population,	
  demographic,	
  employment	
  and	
  urbanisation	
  trends	
  mean	
  for	
  northern	
  

5.

DEFINING NORTHERN 
AUSTRALIA

1

POPULATION AND 
DEMOGRAPHICS

  

1



3

2011
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THE ECONOMY 

BOX A1: RESOURCES AND ENERGY IN NORTHERN AUSTRALIA

The	
  north	
  contains	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  the	
  world’s	
  largest	
  resource	
  provinces	
  and	
  mines,	
  including	
  the	
  

Pilbara	
  iron	
  ore	
  province,	
  Bowen	
  Basin	
  coal	
  province,	
  Argyle	
  Diamond	
  Mine,	
  Mount	
  Isa	
  lead-­‐zinc	
  

province	
  and	
  the	
  world’s	
  largest	
  manganese	
  mine	
  at	
  Groote	
  Eylandt.	
  Australia’s	
  only	
  producing	
  

phosphate	
  mine	
  is	
  near	
  Mount	
  Isa,	
  and	
  there	
  are	
  vast	
  quantities	
  of	
  bauxite	
  at	
  Gove	
  in	
  the	
  Northern	
  

Territory	
  and	
  Weipa	
  on	
  Cape	
  York	
  in	
  Queensland.

There	
  is	
  a	
  pipeline	
  of	
  new	
  mining	
  ventures	
  throughout	
  the	
  region,	
  with	
  the	
  Bureau	
  of	
  Resources	
  

	
  

Northern	
  Australia’s	
  mineral	
  resources	
  have	
  also	
  led	
  to	
  a	
  thriving	
  mining	
  equipment,	
  technology	
  

and	
  services	
  sector,	
  particularly	
  in	
  Cairns,	
  Townsville,	
  Mackay	
  and	
  Rockhampton.	
  Around	
  200	
  

technologies	
  and	
  services,	
  with	
  a	
  niche	
  in	
  servicing	
  operations	
  in	
  tropical	
  or	
  remote	
  environments.

The	
  north	
  also	
  has	
  well	
  established	
  offshore	
  oil	
  and	
  gas	
  industries	
  as	
  illustrated	
  by	
  the	
  Woodside	
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BOX A2: AGRICULTURE IN NORTHERN AUSTRALIA 

Agriculture	
  is	
  integral	
  to	
  the	
  economic,	
  environmental,	
  social	
  and	
  cultural	
  fabric	
  of	
  the	
  north,	
  with	
  

northern	
  Australia	
  often	
  associated	
  with	
  images	
  such	
  as	
  mustering	
  Brahman	
  cattle,	
  burning	
  cane	
  

In	
  2005-­‐06,	
  the	
  gross	
  value	
  of	
  agricultural	
  production	
  at	
  the	
  farm	
  gate	
  in	
  northern	
  Australia	
  was	
  

water	
  and	
  the	
  quality	
  and	
  locations	
  of	
  soils.

	
  

Northern	
  Australia	
  is	
  also	
  an	
  important	
  producer	
  of	
  crops.	
  It	
  accounts	
  for	
  millions	
  of	
  tonnes	
  of	
  

raw	
  sugar	
  each	
  year	
  and	
  more	
  than	
  90	
  per	
  cent	
  of	
  Australia’s	
  mango	
  and	
  banana	
  production.	
  Many	
  

other	
  products	
  are	
  also	
  grown,	
  such	
  as	
  melons,	
  pumpkins,	
  red	
  grapefruit,	
  maize,	
  chia,	
  chickpeas,	
  

28,000	
  ha,	
  with	
  a	
  Stage	
  3	
  proposed	
  to	
  include	
  expansion	
  across	
  the	
  Northern	
  Territory	
  border.

Foreign	
  investment	
  plays	
  an	
  important	
  part	
  in	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  agriculture	
  in	
  northern	
  

Australia.	
  In	
  December	
  2010,	
  one	
  per	
  cent	
  of	
  Australian	
  agricultural	
  businesses	
  were	
  wholly	
  or	
  

partly	
  owned	
  by	
  foreigners.	
  In	
  the	
  Northern	
  Territory	
  20	
  agricultural	
  businesses	
  (accounting	
  for	
  	
  

3.2	
  per	
  cent	
  of	
  agricultural	
  businesses)	
  were	
  wholly	
  or	
  partly	
  under	
  foreign	
  ownership	
  —	
  the	
  

largest	
  proportion	
  among	
  the	
  states	
  and	
  territories	
  (RIRDC	
  2011a).
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BOX A3: TOURISM IN NORTHERN AUSTRALIA

Tourism	
  plays	
  an	
  important	
  role	
  in	
  the	
  northern	
  Australian	
  economy.	
  In	
  the	
  Northern	
  Territory,	
  

is	
  nearly	
  triple	
  the	
  national	
  average	
  in	
  the	
  Northern	
  Territory	
  (Tourism	
  and	
  Transport	
  Forum	
  

Australia	
  2013),	
  with	
  one	
  in	
  eight	
  Territorians	
  employed	
  in	
  the	
  sector	
  (Tourism	
  NT).

(Tourism	
  Research	
  Australia	
  2013).	
  Traditionally,	
  international	
  visitors	
  have	
  been	
  European	
  

or	
  American,	
  but	
  Asian	
  markets	
  (especially	
  China)	
  have	
  recently	
  improved	
  (Tourism	
  Research	
  

this	
  increase	
  in	
  Asian	
  visitors.

Despite	
  this,	
  the	
  recent	
  performance	
  of	
  northern	
  Australia’s	
  tourism	
  industry	
  has	
  been	
  somewhat	
  

disappointing.	
  There	
  has	
  been	
  a	
  decline	
  in	
  international	
  visitor	
  numbers	
  —	
  down	
  around	
  

While	
  there	
  has	
  been	
  ongoing	
  marketing	
  investment	
  and	
  government	
  support	
  for	
  the	
  industry,	
  

northern	
  Australia	
  is	
  still	
  seen	
  by	
  some	
  as	
  a	
  relatively	
  remote	
  and	
  high	
  cost	
  tourist	
  destination	
  

(United	
  Nations	
  2013).	
  By	
  global	
  standards	
  many	
  local	
  products	
  are	
  underdeveloped	
  (Tourism	
  

Australia)	
  and	
  there	
  is	
  increasing	
  competition	
  from	
  lower	
  cost,	
  more	
  accessible	
  destinations,	
  

including	
  in	
  south	
  east	
  Asia.	
  The	
  northern	
  tourism	
  industry	
  is	
  also	
  challenged	
  by	
  many	
  of	
  the	
  

broader	
  issues	
  facing	
  the	
  region,	
  such	
  as	
  infrastructure	
  needs,	
  workforce	
  constraints,	
  complex	
  

approvals	
  processes	
  and	
  seasonal	
  limitations.

A	
  concerted	
  effort	
  to	
  reinvigorate	
  the	
  north’s	
  tourism	
  industry	
  will	
  ensure	
  it	
  meets	
  its	
  full	
  potential.	
  

World	
  class	
  facilities,	
  a	
  well	
  trained	
  workforce	
  and	
  commercially	
  sustainable	
  transport	
  links	
  will	
  be	
  

essential	
  —	
  but	
  so	
  will	
  robust	
  business	
  models	
  and	
  sound	
  market	
  plans.	
  This	
  should	
  be	
  supported	
  

by	
  a	
  regulatory	
  framework	
  which	
  encourages	
  investment	
  in	
  the	
  industry.
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PASTORAL 
LEASEHOLD

INDIGENOUS LAND

Northern	
  
Territory

Pastoral	
  Land	
  

Act	
  2011	
  

	
   Associations	
  Act	
  2012

	
   Crown	
  Lands	
  Act	
  1992

	
   Special	
  Purposes	
  Leases	
  Act	
  1953

Queensland Land	
  Act	
  1994

	
   Aborigines	
  and	
  Torres	
  Strait	
  Islander	
  Land	
  

Holding	
  Act	
  2013

	
   Land	
  Act	
  1994

	
   Aboriginal	
  Land	
  Act	
  1991	
  

	
   Torres	
  Strait	
  Islander	
  Land	
  Act	
  1991	
  

Western	
  	
  
Australia

Land	
  

Aministration	
  

	
  Act	
  1997

	
   The	
  Aboriginal	
  Affairs	
  Planning	
  Authority	
  Act	
  

1972	
  

Australian	
  
Government	
  

n/a

	
   Native	
  Title	
  Act	
  1993

	
   Aboriginal	
  Land	
  Rights	
  (Northern	
  Territory)	
  

Act	
  1976	
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SECTION B

Opportunities for Northern Australia 

Unlocking	
  northern	
  Australia’s	
  full	
  potential	
  has	
  been	
  debated	
  for	
  many	
  years.	
  There	
  is	
  a	
  long	
  history	
  

of	
  governments,	
  businesses	
  and	
  individuals	
  pursuing	
  northern	
  development.	
  Some	
  have	
  succeeded	
  

and	
  others	
  have	
  ended	
  in	
  costly	
  failures,	
  highlighting	
  the	
  challenging	
  and	
  at	
  times	
  unforgiving	
  nature	
  

of	
  the	
  north.	
  These	
  experiences	
  provide	
  valuable	
  lessons	
  for	
  future	
  development.	
  

The	
  global	
  and	
  domestic	
  environment	
  is	
  constantly	
  changing.	
  Much	
  of	
  northern	
  Australia	
  is	
  

already	
  growing	
  —	
  especially	
  its	
  cities	
  —	
  providing	
  a	
  solid	
  platform	
  for	
  further	
  development.	
  New	
  

opportunities	
  are	
  emerging	
  that	
  play	
  to	
  its	
  strengths,	
  making	
  this	
  the	
  right	
  time	
  to	
  develop	
  the	
  north.

These	
  include:

	
   The	
  rise	
  of	
  Asia:	
  the	
  expanding	
  Asian	
  middle	
  class	
  is	
  creating	
  new	
  global	
  markets	
  and	
  
unprecedented	
  growth	
  in	
  demand	
  for	
  goods	
  and	
  services,	
  including	
  the	
  north’s	
  agricultural	
  and	
  

tourism	
  sectors.

	
   Global	
  energy	
  markets:	
  energy	
  use	
  is	
  expected	
  to	
  increase	
  in	
  the	
  next	
  25	
  years	
  —	
  led	
  by	
  

emerging	
  economies	
  —	
  and	
  northern	
  Australia	
  is	
  well	
  positioned	
  to	
  take	
  advantage	
  of	
  this	
  trend.

	
   Strategic	
  importance:	
  more	
  emphasis	
  on	
  regional	
  security,	
  border	
  protection	
  and	
  
biosecurity	
  is	
  shifting	
  Australia’s	
  strategic	
  focus	
  (and	
  associated	
  resources)	
  to	
  the	
  north.	
  

	
   Technology	
  and	
  innovation:	
  emerging	
  technologies	
  and	
  innovation	
  can	
  transform	
  
industries	
  and	
  improve	
  services	
  in	
  the	
  north.

	
   Education,	
  research	
  and	
  skills:	
  proximity	
  to	
  Asia	
  and	
  the	
  north’s	
  tropical	
  expertise	
  offer	
  
opportunities	
  for	
  education	
  and	
  training	
  providers	
  and	
  research	
  institutions	
  to	
  excel.

	
   	
  a	
  more	
  diverse	
  northern	
  economy,	
  building	
  on	
  its	
  strengths	
  

beyond	
  minerals	
  and	
  energy,	
  will	
  reduce	
  exposure	
  to	
  volatile	
  commodity	
  markets	
  and	
  unlock	
  

potential	
  across	
  other	
  industries.	
  

	
   Indigenous	
  economic	
  development:	
  Indigenous	
  Australians	
  can	
  play	
  a	
  greater	
  role	
  in	
  the	
  
northern	
  economy,	
  including	
  through	
  leveraging	
  cultural,	
  intellectual	
  and	
  land	
  assets.	
  

	
   Natural	
  resources	
  and	
  landscapes:	
  The	
  north’s	
  natural	
  assets	
  and	
  resources	
  —	
  including	
  

minerals,	
  energy,	
  water	
  and	
  unique	
  landscapes	
  —	
  provide	
  opportunities	
  for	
  agriculture,	
  tourism,	
  

mining	
  and	
  other	
  industries,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  communities.
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SECTION B: TELL US WHAT YOU THINK
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BOX B1: INDONESIA’S RISING MIDDLE CLASS 

Indonesia,	
  Australia’s	
  northern	
  neighbour,	
  has	
  a	
  population	
  of	
  almost	
  250	
  million	
  —	
  the	
  fourth	
  

largest	
  in	
  the	
  world.	
  It	
  is	
  the	
  largest	
  economy	
  in	
  south	
  east	
  Asia	
  and	
  expected	
  to	
  be	
  the	
  world’s	
  

and	
  with	
  a	
  rapidly	
  expanding	
  middle	
  class,	
  Indonesia	
  is	
  becoming	
  an	
  increasingly	
  attractive	
  	
  

market	
  for	
  northern	
  Australian	
  trade	
  and	
  investment.	
  Despite	
  this	
  burgeoning	
  market,	
  there	
  are	
  

some	
  challenges	
  to	
  doing	
  business	
  in	
  Indonesia,	
  including	
  complex	
  regulatory	
  systems	
  and	
  	
  

non-­‐tariff	
  barriers.

A	
  relatively	
  new	
  middle	
  income	
  country,	
  the	
  percentage	
  of	
  Indonesians	
  living	
  in	
  poverty	
  has	
  

reduced	
  from	
  over	
  50	
  per	
  cent	
  in	
  the	
  1960s	
  to	
  12	
  per	
  cent	
  in	
  2012	
  (World	
  Bank	
  2012).	
  There	
  are	
  	
  

The	
  consequential	
  rising	
  wealth	
  and	
  changing	
  consumption	
  patterns	
  are	
  creating	
  demand	
  for	
  

Australian	
  products	
  and	
  services,	
  including	
  many	
  agricultural	
  products	
  from	
  the	
  north,	
  as	
  well	
  

as	
  education	
  and	
  tourism.	
  For	
  example,	
  Indonesia	
  is	
  the	
  largest	
  market	
  for	
  Australian	
  live	
  cattle	
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SECTION C

Barriers to Development 

While	
  there	
  are	
  many	
  opportunities	
  for	
  development	
  in	
  northern	
  Australia,	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  barriers	
  

over	
  the	
  long	
  term	
  by	
  governments,	
  business	
  and	
  communities	
  to	
  address	
  them.	
  Some	
  also	
  affect	
  

other	
  parts	
  of	
  the	
  country	
  —	
  cities,	
  regions	
  and	
  remote	
  areas	
  —	
  but	
  the	
  impacts	
  can	
  be	
  more	
  

pronounced	
  in	
  the	
  north.

These	
  include:

	
   Remoteness,	
  climate	
  and	
  liveability:	
  less	
  services,	
  extreme	
  weather	
  events	
  and	
  distance	
  

	
   Infrastructure:	
  some	
  transport,	
  energy	
  and	
  communications	
  infrastructure	
  is	
  limited,	
  which	
  
can	
  constrain	
  industry	
  and	
  community	
  growth.

	
   Land	
  access	
  and	
  use:	
  land	
  tenure	
  arrangements	
  are	
  complex	
  and	
  often	
  criticised	
  as	
  being	
  

	
   Water	
  use:	
  
topography,	
  high	
  evaporation	
  rates	
  and	
  knowledge	
  gaps.

	
   Business,	
  trade	
  and	
  investment:	
  high	
  costs	
  and	
  red	
  tape	
  constrain	
  business	
  and	
  affect	
  
productivity.

	
   Governance:	
  geography	
  and	
  relatively	
  small	
  population	
  heighten	
  the	
  risk	
  that	
  governance	
  
will	
  be	
  a	
  barrier	
  to	
  development,	
  particularly	
  when	
  institutional	
  capacity	
  and	
  capability	
  are	
  

stretched.

Not	
  all	
  challenges	
  can	
  be	
  directly	
  overcome	
  and	
  instead	
  must	
  be	
  managed.	
  Governments	
  should	
  

therefore	
  not	
  add	
  to	
  the	
  barriers,	
  but	
  look	
  for	
  cost	
  effective	
  ways	
  to	
  reduce	
  their	
  impacts	
  on	
  

business	
  and	
  communities.
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SECTION C: TELL US WHAT YOU THINK

1.

2.	
   What	
  are	
  the	
  main	
  factors	
  that	
  attract	
  or	
  deter	
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  from	
  living	
  and	
  working	
  in	
  northern	
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4.

5.

6.

7.
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BOX C1: PLANNING FOR URBAN ZONES

Good	
  planning	
  helps	
  ensure	
  cities	
  and	
  regions	
  remain	
  desirable	
  places	
  to	
  live,	
  by	
  enhancing	
  growth	
  

and	
  cultural	
  amenities	
  and	
  by	
  ensuring	
  that	
  development	
  is	
  coordinated	
  and	
  prioritised.

Northern	
  Australia’s	
  population	
  is	
  centred	
  in	
  urban	
  areas,	
  a	
  trend	
  which	
  is	
  expected	
  to	
  continue.	
  

Gladstone.	
  More	
  people	
  depend	
  on	
  these	
  cities	
  than	
  actually	
  live	
  in	
  them.	
  Population	
  statistics	
  

For	
  example,	
  people	
  who	
  work	
  in	
  Cairns	
  commute	
  from	
  Palm	
  Cove	
  in	
  the	
  north	
  to	
  Babinda	
  in	
  

Urban	
  growth	
  needs	
  careful	
  planning,	
  with	
  the	
  structure	
  and	
  layout	
  of	
  cities	
  closely	
  linked	
  to	
  

relationships	
  are	
  complex:	
  planning	
  is	
  critical	
  to	
  shape	
  development	
  patterns,	
  guide	
  infrastructure	
  

decisions,	
  and	
  cater	
  to	
  forecast	
  population	
  and	
  economic	
  growth.

Population	
  growth	
  places	
  increased	
  pressure	
  on	
  infrastructure.	
  Long	
  term	
  planning	
  in	
  the	
  north	
  

needs	
  to	
  consider	
  the	
  needs	
  of	
  people	
  living	
  beyond	
  city	
  boundaries,	
  including	
  how	
  they	
  travel	
  to	
  

and	
  from	
  the	
  city	
  and	
  use	
  the	
  services.	
  Cities	
  are	
  shaped	
  and	
  formed	
  by	
  a	
  wide	
  range	
  of	
  policies	
  

and	
  initiatives	
  from	
  governments	
  at	
  all	
  levels.	
  They	
  are	
  also	
  affected	
  by	
  the	
  activities	
  of	
  the	
  private	
  

sector,	
  community	
  groups	
  and	
  global	
  or	
  national	
  trends.	
  Effective	
  strategic	
  planning	
  for	
  the	
  north	
  

needs	
  commitment	
  and	
  action	
  from	
  all	
  levels	
  of	
  government,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  communities	
  and	
  industry.
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BOX C2: THE FLY-­IN-­FLY-­OUT WORKFORCE 

employers	
  seek	
  to	
  attract	
  and	
  retain	
  workforces	
  in	
  remote	
  locations.	
  Typically,	
  workers	
  are	
  

provided	
  with	
  food	
  and	
  accommodation	
  onsite	
  while	
  rostered	
  to	
  work	
  for	
  consecutive	
  days,	
  and	
  

The	
  Government	
  is	
  considering	
  the	
  recommendations	
  of	
  the	
  2013	
  House	
  of	
  Representatives	
  House	
  

regional	
  Australia.

Red  tape
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SECTION D

Policy Directions

	
   Delivering	
  economic	
  infrastructure:	
  including	
  through	
  planning	
  and	
  prioritising	
  

leveraging	
  private	
  sector	
  investment.

	
   Improving	
  land	
  use	
  and	
  access:	
  

	
   Improving	
  water	
  access	
  and	
  management:	
  including	
  through	
  better	
  understanding	
  
of	
  systems,	
  planning	
  and	
  investing	
  in	
  new	
  infrastructure	
  (such	
  as	
  dams)	
  and	
  reforming	
  water	
  

management	
  and	
  planning,	
  including	
  functional	
  water	
  markets.

	
   Promoting	
  trade	
  and	
  investment	
  and	
  strengthening	
  the	
  business	
  environment:	
  
including	
  through	
  boosting	
  population,	
  improving	
  labour	
  availability,	
  cutting	
  red	
  tape	
  and	
  

increasing	
  trade,	
  especially	
  with	
  Asia.

	
   Fostering	
  education,	
  research	
  and	
  innovation:	
  including	
  through	
  developing	
  research	
  
networks,	
  improving	
  local	
  workforce	
  and	
  industry	
  skills	
  and	
  engaging	
  with	
  international	
  

education	
  and	
  training	
  markets.

	
   Enhancing	
  governance:	
  including	
  through	
  better	
  coordinating	
  government	
  and	
  	
  
non-­‐government	
  activities,	
  greater	
  engagement	
  with	
  the	
  north	
  and	
  building	
  local	
  capacity.

These	
  directions	
  are	
  not	
  mutually	
  exclusive.	
  For	
  example,	
  industries	
  such	
  as	
  agriculture,	
  tourism	
  

tenure	
  and	
  reliable	
  access	
  to	
  water.

	
   the	
  importance	
  of	
  well	
  functioning	
  cities	
  as	
  the	
  economic	
  engine	
  rooms	
  of	
  the	
  north

	
   the	
  critical	
  role	
  of	
  Indigenous	
  communities	
  in	
  northern	
  development.	
  

Developing	
  northern	
  Australia	
  is	
  not	
  an	
  exercise	
  for	
  the	
  Australian	
  Government	
  alone	
  —	
  many	
  

policy	
  responsibilities	
  do	
  not	
  rest	
  with	
  the	
  national	
  Government.	
  All	
  governments	
  need	
  to	
  act	
  and	
  

work	
  together,	
  along	
  with	
  the	
  private	
  and	
  community	
  sectors,	
  to	
  implement	
  practical	
  plans	
  with	
  

timeframes	
  to	
  achieve	
  this	
  vision.
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SECTION D: TELL US WHAT YOU THINK

1.

2.

3.	
   What	
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  be	
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  state,	
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  and	
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BOX D1: CURRENT INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS IN NORTHERN AUSTRALIA

The	
  Australian	
  Government’s	
  investment	
  in	
  large	
  scale	
  infrastructure	
  in	
  northern	
  Australia	
  is	
  

recently	
  committed	
  to	
  include:

$3	
  billion	
  to	
  be	
  located	
  in	
  north	
  Queensland)

infrastructure

	
   other	
  north	
  Queensland	
  roads	
  upgrades	
  ($139	
  million	
  commitment)

	
   Great	
  Northern	
  Highway	
  upgrade	
  (Muchea	
  to	
  Wubin,	
  

	
   Northern	
  Territory	
  Regional	
  Roads	
  Productivity	
  Package	
  ($90	
  million	
  commitment)

	
   rail	
  overpass	
  south	
  of	
  Alice	
  Springs	
  ($13	
  million	
  commitment)

	
  

The	
  Government	
  has	
  recently	
  committed	
  $128	
  million	
  for	
  Community	
  Development	
  Grants	
  in	
  

northern	
  Australia,	
  funding	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  small	
  scale	
  community	
  infrastructure.	
  The	
  Government	
  also	
  

provides	
  targeted	
  support	
  for	
  aerodrome	
  infrastructure	
  and	
  air	
  services	
  to	
  remote	
  areas	
  where	
  

they	
  are	
  not	
  commercially	
  viable,	
  with	
  up	
  to	
  $3.1	
  million	
  funding	
  assistance	
  being	
  provided	
  in	
  

northern	
  Australia.	
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BOX D2: A BRIGHT FUTURE FOR NORTHERN AGRICULTURE

with	
  Australia’s	
  proximity	
  to	
  emerging	
  markets	
  in	
  Asia	
  (Linehan	
  et	
  al	
  2012),	
  will	
  provide	
  growth	
  

opportunities	
  for	
  existing	
  and	
  new	
  agricultural	
  industries	
  in	
  the	
  north.

The	
  north’s	
  endowment	
  of	
  land	
  and	
  water	
  suggest	
  there	
  is	
  potential	
  for	
  the	
  north	
  to	
  become	
  a	
  

and	
  there	
  are	
  arable	
  soils	
  suitable	
  for	
  irrigation	
  and	
  pasture	
  production.	
  There	
  is	
  considerable	
  

interest	
  from	
  investors	
  in	
  developing	
  more	
  land	
  for	
  agriculture,	
  establishing	
  new	
  meat	
  processing	
  

facilities	
  and	
  aquaculture	
  production.

But	
  there	
  are	
  practical	
  considerations	
  affecting	
  the	
  expansion	
  of	
  agriculture.	
  Soils,	
  where	
  suitable,	
  

still	
  require	
  careful	
  management	
  to	
  avoid	
  degradation.	
  Capturing	
  and	
  storing	
  large	
  amounts	
  of	
  

and	
  weeds.	
  Distance	
  from	
  some	
  suppliers,	
  consumer	
  markets	
  and	
  towns,	
  coupled	
  with	
  limited	
  

transport,	
  energy	
  and	
  water	
  infrastructure,	
  can	
  increase	
  the	
  cost	
  of	
  farm	
  products,	
  services	
  and	
  

Despite	
  these	
  challenges,	
  there	
  is	
  great	
  potential	
  to	
  increase	
  the	
  size	
  and	
  scope	
  of	
  agriculture	
  in	
  

northern	
  Australia.	
  Farming	
  businesses	
  and	
  entrepreneurs	
  are	
  developing	
  more	
  sophisticated	
  

supply	
  chains,	
  marketing	
  strategies	
  and	
  business	
  plans	
  to	
  leverage	
  the	
  region’s	
  competitive	
  

advantages.	
  Surveys,	
  audits	
  and	
  assessments	
  of	
  land	
  and	
  water	
  resources	
  are	
  better	
  informing	
  

investors	
  and	
  policy	
  makers,	
  for	
  example	
  through	
  the	
  National	
  Soil	
  Research,	
  Development	
  and	
  

Extension	
  Strategy.	
  Breakthroughs	
  in	
  research	
  and	
  development	
  are	
  helping	
  to	
  tailor	
  agriculture	
  to	
  

regional	
  soils,	
  geography	
  and	
  climate.	
  Governments	
  have	
  increased	
  trade	
  promotion	
  and	
  improved	
  

regulatory	
  oversight.

The	
  continued	
  development	
  of	
  vibrant	
  and	
  sustainable	
  agricultural	
  industries	
  is	
  essential	
  to	
  

northern	
  Australia’s	
  status	
  as	
  a	
  progressive,	
  innovative	
  and	
  prosperous	
  place	
  to	
  live	
  and	
  work.	
  The	
  

policies	
  and	
  actions	
  in	
  the	
  White	
  Paper	
  will	
  therefore	
  be	
  integral	
  to	
  the	
  future	
  of	
  agriculture	
  in	
  the	
  

north.	
  Further	
  strategies	
  for	
  strengthening	
  agriculture	
  at	
  a	
  national	
  level	
  will	
  be	
  considered	
  in	
  the	
  

Agricultural	
  Competitiveness	
  White	
  Paper,	
  due	
  later	
  this	
  year.
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BOX D3: TAXATION AND NORTHERN AUSTRALIA 

Taxation	
  is	
  an	
  unavoidable	
  fact	
  of	
  life.	
  However,	
  some	
  taxes	
  may	
  disproportionately	
  affect	
  those	
  

living	
  and	
  working	
  in	
  the	
  north.

those	
  in	
  designated	
  remote	
  areas	
  of	
  Australia.	
  The	
  base	
  rate	
  of	
  the	
  offset	
  varies	
  from	
  as	
  little	
  as	
  

	
  

50	
  per	
  cent	
  of	
  a	
  relevant	
  rebate	
  amount	
  that	
  varies	
  depending	
  on	
  the	
  number,	
  and	
  type,	
  of	
  

Cairns	
  and	
  Mackay.

to	
  other	
  industries,	
  such	
  as	
  deductions	
  for	
  capital	
  expenditure	
  on	
  landcare	
  operations,	
  mining,	
  

exploration	
  and	
  prospecting	
  and	
  write-­‐offs	
  for	
  capital	
  expenditure	
  on	
  water	
  facilities.

Some	
  stakeholders	
  argue	
  that	
  taxes	
  on	
  goods	
  and	
  services,	
  including	
  transportation,	
  increase	
  the	
  

cost	
  of	
  living	
  and	
  doing	
  business	
  in	
  an	
  already	
  high	
  cost	
  region.	
  Similarly,	
  taxes	
  and	
  charges	
  which	
  

remoteness	
  and	
  long	
  distances.	
  There	
  are	
  also	
  arguments	
  that	
  taxes	
  on	
  the	
  transfer	
  of	
  property	
  

disproportionately	
  burden	
  families	
  and	
  workers	
  that	
  need	
  to	
  move	
  more	
  often	
  for	
  employment.

The	
  overall	
  impact	
  of	
  the	
  tax	
  (and	
  transfer)	
  system	
  on	
  northern	
  Australia	
  is	
  unclear.	
  The	
  actual	
  

policy	
  outcomes	
  sought	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  front	
  of	
  mind	
  —	
  for	
  example,	
  the	
  tax	
  system	
  tends	
  not	
  to	
  be	
  the	
  

most	
  effective	
  means	
  of	
  addressing	
  disparities	
  in	
  economic	
  and	
  social	
  opportunity	
  across	
  regions.	
  

The	
  quality	
  of	
  health	
  care,	
  education	
  and	
  local	
  amenity	
  may	
  be	
  more	
  important	
  to	
  many	
  families	
  

than	
  tax	
  concessions,	
  which	
  can	
  often	
  be	
  poorly	
  targeted.	
  Alternatives	
  such	
  as	
  improved	
  social	
  

infrastructure	
  and	
  local	
  services	
  can	
  be	
  more	
  effective	
  in	
  assisting	
  communities	
  or	
  businesses	
  

without	
  increasing	
  the	
  complexity	
  of	
  the	
  tax	
  system.

The	
  tax	
  system	
  should	
  also	
  not	
  encourage	
  businesses	
  to	
  relocate	
  from	
  one	
  region	
  to	
  another	
  to	
  the	
  

cost	
  of	
  the	
  nation	
  overall.	
  But	
  there	
  may	
  be	
  areas	
  where	
  the	
  tax	
  system	
  unnecessarily	
  impedes	
  the	
  

development	
  of	
  the	
  north,	
  to	
  the	
  detriment	
  of	
  the	
  broader	
  national	
  interest.
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BOX D4: INDIGENOUS EMPLOYMENT 

northern	
  Australia.	
  The	
  Government’s	
  new	
  agenda	
  for	
  improving	
  Indigenous	
  quality	
  of	
  life	
  includes	
  

Indigenous	
  Advisory	
  Council	
  is	
  informing	
  the	
  agenda	
  and	
  includes	
  Indigenous	
  and	
  non-­‐Indigenous	
  

Australians	
  with	
  experience	
  in	
  the	
  public	
  sector,	
  business	
  acumen	
  and	
  a	
  strong	
  understanding	
  of	
  

Indigenous	
  culture.

Review’)	
  will	
  provide	
  practical	
  recommendations	
  to	
  ensure	
  Indigenous	
  training	
  and	
  employment	
  

ways	
  to	
  improve	
  services	
  to	
  employers	
  who	
  want	
  to	
  provide	
  ongoing	
  employment	
  and	
  end	
  

Indigenous	
  disadvantage.

The	
  consultation	
  process	
  associated	
  with	
  this	
  Review	
  demonstrated	
  a	
  high	
  level	
  of	
  goodwill	
  in	
  the	
  

community	
  and	
  from	
  business	
  leaders	
  and	
  employers	
  to	
  see	
  a	
  genuine	
  improvement	
  in	
  the	
  lives	
  of	
  

Indigenous	
  people.

unemployed	
  Indigenous	
  Australians,	
  including	
  many	
  in	
  northern	
  Australia,	
  provided	
  with	
  training	
  

in	
  northern	
  Australia.	
  Actions	
  to	
  develop	
  the	
  north	
  still	
  need	
  to	
  build	
  on	
  existing	
  work	
  —	
  at	
  both	
  

the	
  government	
  and	
  community	
  level	
  and	
  recognise	
  the	
  central	
  role	
  of	
  Indigenous	
  Australians	
  and	
  

communities	
  in	
  unlocking	
  northern	
  Australia’s	
  potential.
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BOX D5: DEFENCE ENGAGEMENT IN NORTHERN AUSTRALIA 

Defence	
  has	
  a	
  substantial	
  presence	
  in	
  northern	
  Australia,	
  with	
  more	
  than	
  15,200	
  service	
  personnel	
  

and	
  public	
  servants	
  located	
  there.	
  	
  

The	
  Government’s	
  2015	
  Defence	
  White	
  Paper	
  will	
  consider	
  enhancing	
  Defence	
  presence	
  in	
  

	
  

northern	
  Australia.	
  

Close	
  cooperation	
  between	
  Defence	
  and	
  governments,	
  industry	
  and	
  communities	
  is	
  essential	
  in	
  

managing	
  pressures	
  around	
  planning	
  for	
  urban	
  development	
  and	
  Defence	
  activities.	
  For	
  example,	
  

there	
  are	
  often	
  competing	
  demands	
  for	
  access	
  to	
  essential	
  infrastructure,	
  such	
  as	
  ports,	
  and	
  issues	
  

Defence	
  engages	
  with	
  communities,	
  industry	
  and	
  governments,	
  particularly	
  to	
  identify	
  emerging	
  

strategic	
  needs	
  in	
  Darwin	
  and	
  the	
  housing	
  pressures	
  facing	
  the	
  Darwin	
  community.

Defence	
  also	
  works	
  closely	
  with	
  remote	
  communities	
  in	
  the	
  north.	
  The	
  Army’s	
  Regional	
  Force	
  

	
  

the	
  world	
  —	
  are	
  local	
  Indigenous	
  soldiers.	
  

With	
  good	
  cooperation	
  and	
  planning,	
  new	
  infrastructure	
  investments	
  can	
  support	
  shared	
  use,	
  

at	
  Henderson	
  in	
  Western	
  Australia	
  is	
  a	
  good	
  example.	
  It	
  includes	
  more	
  than	
  150	
  businesses,	
  

many	
  with	
  maritime	
  and	
  technological	
  skills	
  that	
  have	
  completed	
  substantial	
  works	
  and	
  repair	
  

programmes	
  for	
  the	
  submarines,	
  frigates	
  and	
  tankers.
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BOX D6: PROCESS FOR SUBMISSIONS

This	
  Green	
  Paper	
  forms	
  part	
  of	
  a	
  wider	
  consultation	
  process.	
  It	
  outlines	
  the	
  issues	
  and	
  asks	
  

questions	
  to	
  prompt	
  discussion	
  as	
  input	
  into	
  the	
  White	
  Paper.	
  Individuals	
  and	
  organisations	
  are	
  

encouraged	
  to	
  have	
  their	
  say	
  in	
  this	
  process	
  by	
  making	
  a	
  submission.

Australia	
  and	
  the	
  Committee’s	
  report	
  and	
  recommendations.

Submissions	
  can	
  be	
  made:

ONLINE   

BY MAIL   rce    
  

PO  Box  6500  

Publication	
  of	
  submissions

Submissions	
  will	
  be	
  published	
  on	
  the	
  White	
  Paper	
  on	
  Developing	
  Northern	
  Australia	
  website,	
  

inadequate	
  contact	
  details	
  or	
  are	
  inconsistent	
  with	
  the	
  publication	
  guidelines	
  (see	
  below).	
  

details	
  other	
  than	
  your	
  name	
  and	
  postcode	
  will	
  be	
  removed	
  from	
  your	
  submission	
  before	
  it	
  is	
  

published	
  on	
  the	
  website.	
  For	
  further	
  information,	
  please	
  refer	
  to	
  the	
  Website	
  Privacy	
  Statement	
  

and	
  Privacy	
  Policy	
  at	
  http://northernaustralia.dpmc.gov.au.	
  

Please	
  indicate	
  clearly	
  on	
  the	
  front	
  of	
  your	
  submission	
  should	
  you	
  wish	
  your	
  submission	
  to	
  not	
  be	
  

Guidelines	
  for	
  publication

The	
  Australian	
  Government	
  reserves	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  refuse	
  to	
  publish	
  submissions,	
  or	
  parts	
  of	
  

submissions,	
  in	
  particular	
  if	
  a	
  submission	
  contains	
  offensive	
  language,	
  potentially	
  defamatory	
  

material	
  or	
  copyright	
  infringing	
  material.	
  

Freedom	
  of	
  information

Freedom	
  of	
  Information	
  Act	
  1982	
  

circumstances.

published	
  on	
  the	
  White	
  Paper	
  on	
  Developing	
  Northern	
  Australia	
  website	
  and/or	
  are	
  treated	
  as	
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ABBREVIATIONS 

ABARES Australian	
  Bureau	
  of	
  Agricultural	
  and	
  Resource	
  Economics	
  and	
  Sciences

ABC Australian	
  Broadcasting	
  Corporation

ABS Australian	
  Bureau	
  of	
  Statistics

BITRE Bureau	
  of	
  Infrastructure,	
  Transport	
  and	
  Regional	
  Economics

Bureau	
  of	
  Metrology

BREE Bureau	
  of	
  Resources	
  and	
  Energy	
  Economics

Council	
  of	
  Australian	
  Governments

CRC Cooperative	
  Research	
  Centre

DEEWR Department	
  of	
  Education,	
  Employment	
  and	
  Workplace	
  Relations

Defence The	
  Australian	
  Defence	
  Force

DFAT Department	
  of	
  Foreign	
  Affairs	
  and	
  Trade

Drive-­‐in-­‐Drive-­‐out

EIA United	
  States	
  Energy	
  Information	
  Administration

Fly-­‐in-­‐Fly-­‐out

Groote	
  Eylandt	
  Mining	
  Company

GL Giga	
  litre

GPS Global	
  Positioning	
  System

Ha Hectare

IPCC Intergovernmental	
  Panel	
  on	
  Climate	
  Change

LGANT Local	
  Government	
  Association	
  of	
  the	
  Northern	
  Territory

LNG

MITEZ Mount	
  Isa	
  to	
  Townsville	
  Economic	
  Development	
  Zone

MLA

North-­‐West	
  Mobile	
  Force	
  

RAI Regional	
  Australia	
  Institute

RIRDC Rural	
  Industries	
  Research	
  and	
  Development	
  Corporation

TAFE Technical	
  and	
  Further	
  Education
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GLOSSARY

Agronomy The	
  science	
  of	
  soil	
  management	
  and	
  crop	
  production.

Biosecurity

The	
  protection	
  of	
  the	
  economy,	
  environment	
  and	
  human	
  health	
  from	
  the	
  

negative	
  impacts	
  associated	
  with	
  entry,	
  establishment	
  or	
  spread	
  of	
  exotic	
  

pests	
  (including	
  weeds)	
  and	
  diseases.

Bituminous	
  coal
A	
  relatively	
  soft	
  coal	
  containing	
  a	
  tarlike	
  substance	
  called	
  bitumen.

Bulk	
  ports

For	
  the	
  purposes	
  of	
  the	
  White	
  Paper,	
  bulk	
  ports	
  are	
  ports	
  which	
  handle	
  bulk	
  

cargo	
  (homogenous	
  unpacked	
  cargo).	
  Bulk	
  cargo	
  can	
  be	
  categorised	
  into	
  three	
  

categories:	
  dry	
  bulk	
  (for	
  example	
  coal,	
  iron	
  ore	
  and	
  grain),	
  liquid	
  or	
  wet	
  bulk	
  

(such	
  as	
  oil	
  and	
  other	
  petroleum-­‐based	
  products)	
  and	
  gas-­‐based	
  commodities	
  

Cabotage

The	
  term	
  often	
  applied	
  to	
  the	
  international	
  practice	
  that,	
  to	
  varying	
  degrees,	
  

restricts	
  coastal	
  shipping	
  (and	
  domestic	
  aviation)	
  to	
  domestic	
  carriers.

Cloud	
  computing

Refers	
  to	
  style	
  of	
  computing	
  in	
  which	
  various	
  resources—servers,	
  

applications,	
  data,	
  and	
  other	
  often	
  virtualised	
  resources—are	
  integrated	
  and	
  

provided	
  as	
  a	
  service	
  over	
  the	
  Internet.

Designated	
  

Area	
  Migration	
  

Agreement

Designated	
  Area	
  Migration	
  Agreement	
  is	
  a	
  custom-­‐designed	
  programme	
  

which	
  supports	
  a	
  tailored,	
  localised	
  response	
  to	
  labour	
  needs.	
  It	
  assists	
  

Dewater
Removing	
  underground	
  water	
  to	
  facilitate	
  construction	
  or	
  other	
  activity.

eHealth

For	
  the	
  purposes	
  of	
  the	
  White	
  Paper,	
  eHealth	
  is	
  the	
  cost-­‐effective	
  and	
  secure	
  

use	
  of	
  information	
  and	
  communications	
  technologies	
  in	
  support	
  of	
  health	
  and	
  

literature,	
  and	
  health	
  education,	
  knowledge	
  and	
  research.

Economic	
  

infrastructure

Physical	
  assets	
  available	
  for	
  conducting	
  business	
  activities,	
  including	
  

communications,	
  transportation	
  and	
  distribution	
  networks.

Electricity	
  grid
An	
  interconnected	
  network	
  for	
  delivering	
  electricity	
  from	
  suppliers	
  	
  

to	
  consumers.
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Enterprise	
  

Migration	
  

Agreement

migration	
  agreements,	
  located	
  at	
  a	
  single	
  geographical	
  area	
  and	
  available	
  

Australian	
  dollars	
  and	
  a	
  peak	
  workforce	
  of	
  more	
  than	
  1500	
  workers.

Energy-­‐off	
  grid	
  

systems	
  

Stand-­‐alone	
  systems,	
  typically	
  for	
  providing	
  electricity	
  to	
  a	
  smaller	
  

community.

Gravity	
  

gradiometry to	
  more	
  accurately	
  target	
  oil,	
  gas	
  and	
  mineral	
  deposits.

Green	
  tape environmental	
  or	
  heritage	
  protection	
  perceived	
  to	
  impose	
  an	
  unwelcome	
  

burden	
  on	
  business,	
  community	
  organisations	
  or	
  individuals.

Western	
  Australia	
  and	
  the	
  Northern	
  Territory.

Liveability

preferences.	
  This	
  can	
  include	
  transport,	
  amenity,	
  environment,	
  social	
  

inclusion	
  and	
  infrastructure.

Mobile	
  

broadband

Data	
  services	
  provided	
  over	
  the	
  mobile	
  telephony	
  network.	
  Available	
  in	
  

download	
  speeds	
  between	
  2-­‐50	
  Mbps.	
  

Mosaic	
  irrigation
Irrigation	
  schemes	
  in	
  which	
  small	
  patches	
  of	
  irrigation	
  occur	
  within	
  a	
  region	
  

rather	
  than	
  irrigation	
  of	
  one	
  large	
  contiguous	
  area.

Northern	
  

Australia
as	
  the	
  parts	
  of	
  Australia	
  north	
  of	
  the	
  Tropic	
  of	
  Capricorn,	
  spanning	
  Western	
  

Australia,	
  the	
  Northern	
  Territory	
  and	
  Queensland.

Public-­‐private	
  

partnerships provision	
  of	
  public	
  infrastructure.

Plurilateral	
  free	
  

trade	
  agreement

Free	
  trade	
  agreements	
  between	
  more	
  than	
  two	
  countries.

Red	
  tape

The	
  term	
  in	
  general	
  usage	
  for	
  a	
  process	
  or	
  other	
  requirement	
  of	
  government	
  

perceived	
  to	
  impose	
  an	
  unwelcome	
  burden	
  on	
  business,	
  community	
  

organisations	
  or	
  individuals.
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Special	
  economic	
  

zone
which	
  physically	
  locate	
  within	
  the	
  zones.

Social	
  

infrastructure

Physical	
  assets	
  that	
  support	
  the	
  social	
  development	
  of	
  a	
  community,	
  including	
  

education,	
  health	
  and	
  public	
  housing	
  facilities.

Urbanisation
For	
  the	
  purposes	
  of	
  the	
  White	
  Paper,	
  urbanisation	
  refers	
  to	
  the	
  increase	
  in	
  the	
  

proportion	
  of	
  a	
  population	
  living	
  in	
  urban	
  areas.	
  

about	
  using	
  resources	
  well.	
  In	
  Australia,	
  it	
  is	
  often	
  used	
  as	
  a	
  framework	
  for	
  

assessing	
  cost	
  effectiveness	
  across	
  the	
  public	
  sector.	
  

surface	
  water be	
  captured,	
  stored	
  and	
  supplemented	
  from	
  dams	
  and	
  reservoirs.

groundwater	
  

Water	
  occurring	
  naturally	
  below	
  ground	
  level	
  (whether	
  in	
  an	
  aquifer	
  or	
  other	
  

low	
  permeability	
  material),	
  or	
  water	
  occurring	
  at	
  a	
  place	
  below	
  ground	
  that	
  

has	
  been	
  pumped,	
  diverted	
  or	
  released	
  to	
  that	
  place	
  for	
  storage	
  there.	
  This	
  

does	
  not	
  include	
  water	
  held	
  in	
  underground	
  tanks,	
  pipes	
  or	
  	
  

other	
  works.

Water	
  system

A	
  system	
  that	
  is	
  hydrologically	
  connected	
  and	
  described	
  at	
  the	
  level	
  desired	
  

for	
  management	
  purposes	
  (e.g.	
  subcatchment,	
  catchment,	
  basin	
  or	
  	
  

drainage	
  division,	
  or	
  groundwater	
  management	
  unit,	
  subaquifer,	
  aquifer,	
  

groundwater	
  basin).

An	
  offset	
  (or	
  rebate)	
  that	
  can	
  be	
  claimed	
  if	
  an	
  individual	
  lives	
  or	
  works	
  in	
  a	
  

remote	
  or	
  isolated	
  area	
  of	
  Australia,	
  not	
  including	
  an	
  offshore	
  oil	
  or	
  gas	
  rig,	
  for	
  

at	
  least	
  half	
  the	
  income	
  year.	
  It	
  directly	
  reduces	
  the	
  amount	
  of	
  tax	
  payable	
  on	
  

an	
  individual’s	
  taxable	
  income.
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APPENDIX A: Terms of Reference

Purpose

1.

2.

o  

o  

o  

3.

4
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APPENDIX B: Selection of Existing Government and  
Non-­Government Programmes and Initiatives  

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT

Agriculture	
  

Carbon	
  Farming	
  Futures	
  

Programme

Research	
  programme	
  to	
  assist	
  farmers	
  and	
  land	
  managers	
  cut	
  

greenhouse	
  gas	
  emissions	
  and	
  increase	
  storage	
  of	
  carbon	
  in	
  soil	
  

while	
  maintaining	
  or	
  improving	
  farm	
  productivity	
  in	
  northern	
  

Australia.	
  

Indigenous	
  Pastoral	
   Provides	
  Indigenous	
  pastoralists	
  with	
  the	
  resources	
  to	
  develop	
  

commercially	
  viable	
  and	
  sustainable	
  practices.	
  

Indonesia-­‐Australia	
  

Partnership	
  on	
  Food	
  

Security	
  in	
  the	
  Red	
  Meat	
  

and	
  Cattle	
  Sector

Funding	
  to	
  increase	
  agricultural	
  cooperation,	
  improve	
  long	
  term	
  

trade	
  and	
  boost	
  Australian	
  investment	
  in	
  Indonesia’s	
  red	
  meat	
  and	
  

cattle	
  sector.	
  

Northern	
  Australia	
  

Quarantine	
  Strategy Australia;	
  develops	
  and	
  implements	
  measures	
  for	
  the	
  early	
  detection	
  

of	
  targeted	
  pests,	
  diseases	
  and	
  weeds;	
  contributes	
  to	
  national	
  

and	
  international	
  initiatives	
  on	
  pest	
  and	
  disease	
  monitoring;	
  and	
  

manages	
  the	
  biosecurity	
  aspects	
  of	
  border	
  movements	
  through	
  the	
  

Torres	
  Strait.

National	
  Plant	
  Health	
  

Surveillance	
  Programme

Enables	
  early	
  detection	
  of	
  exotic	
  pests	
  that	
  may	
  enter	
  northern	
  

Australia,	
  which	
  is	
  vulnerable	
  due	
  to	
  its	
  sparse	
  population	
  and	
  close	
  

proximity	
  to	
  other	
  countries.

Communications

National	
  Broadband	
  

Network

A	
  national,	
  open	
  access	
  communications	
  network	
  is	
  being	
  built	
  

to	
  deliver	
  high	
  speed	
  broadband	
  and	
  telephone	
  services	
  across	
  

Australia.

Mobile	
  Black	
  Spot	
  

Programme

Funding	
  to	
  improve	
  mobile	
  phone	
  coverage	
  in	
  some	
  outer	
  

metropolitan,	
  regional	
  and	
  remote	
  communities	
  which	
  do	
  not	
  have	
  

reliable	
  coverage.	
  	
  

Education

Asian	
  Languages Funding	
  supports	
  the	
  inclusion	
  of	
  Asian	
  languages	
  and	
  studies	
  in	
  

Australian	
  school	
  curricula.
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Broadband	
  enabled	
  

education	
  and	
  skills	
  

services	
  programme

Provides	
  schools	
  and	
  teachers	
  in	
  remote	
  areas	
  with	
  education	
  and	
  

teaching	
  resources	
  unavailable	
  through	
  traditional	
  approaches.	
  

Remote-­‐based	
  teachers	
  receive	
  live	
  online	
  tuition	
  from	
  specialists	
  

from	
  national	
  institutions	
  or	
  undertake	
  self-­‐paced	
  professional	
  

development	
  modules	
  through	
  distance	
  learning.	
  

Environment	
  

Lake	
  Eyre	
  Basin	
  Rivers	
  

Assessment	
  2013

Review	
  and	
  report	
  on	
  the	
  condition	
  of	
  watercourses	
  and	
  catchments	
  

in	
  the	
  Lake	
  Eyre	
  Basin	
  at	
  least	
  every	
  decade.	
  

and	
  Wastewater	
  Services	
  

in	
  Remote	
  (including	
  

Indigenous)	
  Communities

Funding	
  upgrades	
  water	
  supply	
  and	
  wastewater	
  infrastructure	
  

including	
  treatment	
  facilities,	
  increased	
  water	
  storage	
  capacity	
  and	
  

replacement	
  of	
  pipe	
  networks.	
  Funding	
  also	
  supports	
  communities	
  

to	
  manage	
  their	
  water	
  supply	
  and	
  develop	
  water	
  conservation	
  

programmes.

Management	
  of	
  the	
  Great	
  

Barrier	
  Reef	
  Marine	
  Park	
  

Funding	
  for	
  the	
  long	
  term	
  protection,	
  ecologically	
  sustainable	
  use,	
  

visitors	
  to	
  the	
  reef.

Australian	
  Government	
  

Reef	
  Programme

Supports	
  land	
  managers	
  to	
  adopt	
  improved	
  land	
  management	
  

practices	
  that	
  will	
  reduce	
  the	
  discharge	
  of	
  nutrients,	
  sediments	
  and	
  

pesticides	
  into	
  the	
  reef	
  lagoon,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  supporting	
  a	
  broad	
  range	
  of	
  

managers	
  and	
  researchers	
  to	
  address	
  the	
  threats	
  of	
  declining	
  water	
  

quality	
  and	
  climate	
  variability.	
  	
  

Arafura	
  and	
  Timor	
  

Seas	
  Ecosystem	
  Action	
  

Programme	
  

Supports	
  the	
  sustainable	
  management	
  and	
  use	
  of	
  the	
  Arafura	
  and	
  

Timor	
  Seas	
  through	
  collaboration	
  between	
  government	
  and	
  non-­‐

government	
  stakeholders	
  in	
  Australia,	
  Indonesia	
  and	
  Timor	
  Leste.	
  

Australia’s	
  National	
  

Landscapes

Partnership	
  led	
  by	
  Parks	
  Australia	
  and	
  Tourism	
  Australia	
  with	
  

stakeholders	
  from	
  industry,	
  government	
  and	
  communities	
  to	
  deliver	
  

a	
  national,	
  long-­‐term	
  approach	
  to	
  tourism	
  and	
  conservation.	
  	
  The	
  

programme	
  operates	
  nationally	
  and	
  includes	
  Australia’s	
  Red	
  Centre,	
  

tropical	
  forests	
  and	
  the	
  Great	
  Barrier	
  Reef.

Environmental	
  Research	
  

Institute	
  of	
  the	
  Supervising	
  

Scientist	
  

environmental	
  effects	
  of	
  uranium	
  mining	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  Supervising	
  

Torres	
  Strait	
  Treaty	
  

-­‐	
  Environmental	
  

Management	
  Committee

Assesses	
  environmental	
  issues	
  of	
  concern	
  to	
  the	
  Treaty	
  Zone	
  

communities,	
  including	
  protection	
  of	
  the	
  marine	
  environment	
  and	
  

biodiversity	
  in	
  and	
  around	
  the	
  Protected	
  Zone.	
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Biodiversity	
  fund	
  -­‐	
  

Northern	
  Australia	
  

Targeted	
  Investment	
  

Provides	
  $50	
  million	
  over	
  four	
  years	
  to	
  restore	
  and	
  manage	
  northern	
  

Australia’s	
  biodiversity.

Reef	
  2050 The	
  Reef	
  2050	
  Plan	
  will	
  guide	
  the	
  sustainability	
  and	
  management	
  of	
  

the	
  Great	
  Barrier	
  Reef,	
  to	
  continue	
  efforts	
  to	
  protect	
  species	
  such	
  as	
  

turtles	
  and	
  dugongs,	
  and	
  deal	
  with	
  the	
  key	
  threats	
  like	
  poor	
  water	
  

Management	
  of	
  Ulur

ta	
  National	
  Park	
  and	
  

Funding	
  supports	
  the	
  conservation	
  and	
  appreciation	
  of	
  these	
  

national	
  parks	
  in	
  partnership	
  with	
  traditional	
  owners	
  and	
  includes	
  

safe	
  visitor	
  access,	
  maintenance	
  of	
  biodiversity	
  and	
  ecosystems	
  and	
  

management	
  of	
  cultural	
  and	
  natural	
  heritage.	
  	
  

National	
  Environmental	
  

Research	
  Programme

Supports	
  research	
  investments	
  across	
  northern	
  Australia,	
  through	
  

the	
  Northern	
  Australian	
  Research	
  Hub,	
  Tropical	
  Ecosystems	
  Hub	
  and	
  

the	
  Marine	
  Biodiversity	
  Hub.	
  The	
  programme	
  aims	
  to	
  improve	
  the	
  

understanding,	
  management	
  and	
  conservation	
  of	
  Australia’s	
  unique	
  

biodiversity	
  and	
  ecosystems.

National	
  Water	
  Account Annual	
  reporting	
  of	
  water	
  assets,	
  liabilities,	
  and	
  transfers	
  of	
  water	
  

Social	
  Services	
  

Income	
  Management	
   A	
  budgeting	
  tool	
  to	
  help	
  people	
  receiving	
  income	
  support	
  to	
  manage	
  

their	
  money	
  for	
  themselves	
  and	
  their	
  families.

Community	
  Programme	
   conditions	
  to	
  help	
  build	
  sustainable	
  communities.	
  	
  

Labour	
  and	
  Immigration

Initiatives	
  to	
  Increase	
  

Migration	
  to	
  Regional	
  

Australia

Includes	
  the	
  Regional	
  Sponsored	
  Migration	
  Scheme,	
  Temporary	
  

Agreements	
  and	
  Enterprise	
  Migration	
  Agreements.	
  	
  	
  Regional	
  

Migration	
  Agreement	
  target	
  high	
  growth	
  regional	
  areas	
  where	
  local	
  

labour	
  is	
  in	
  short	
  supply	
  and	
  the	
  Enterprise	
  Migration	
  Agreements	
  

introduce	
  a	
  new	
  temporary	
  migration	
  option	
  designed	
  to	
  address	
  the	
  

growing	
  skill	
  needs	
  of	
  the	
  resources	
  sector.

Skilled	
  Migrant	
  Selection	
  

Model

Enables	
  prospective	
  migrants	
  to	
  indicate	
  their	
  willingness	
  to	
  live	
  and	
  

work	
  in	
  regional	
  Australia.	
  The	
  model	
  enables	
  state	
  and	
  territory	
  

governments	
  and	
  regional	
  employers	
  to	
  access	
  skilled	
  workers	
  

through	
  a	
  central	
  database.	
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Seasonal	
  Worker	
  Program Enables	
  workers	
  from	
  participating	
  countries	
  to	
  undertake	
  between	
  

demonstrate	
  an	
  unmet	
  demand	
  for	
  low-­‐skilled	
  labour.

Relocation	
  Assistance	
  to	
  

Industry	
  

AusIndustry	
  Regional	
  

Manager	
  Network

AusIndustry	
  provides	
  grant	
  assistance,	
  taxation	
  offsets	
  and	
  other	
  

incentives	
  to	
  support	
  invention,	
  research	
  and	
  development,	
  

Entrepreneurs’	
  

Infrastructure	
  Programme

The	
  Entrepreneurs’	
  Infrastructure	
  Programme	
  will	
  offer	
  market	
  

and	
  industry	
  information,	
  business	
  management	
  advice	
  and	
  skills	
  

from	
  experienced	
  private	
  sector	
  providers,	
  access	
  to	
  researchers	
  

and	
  innovators	
  to	
  re-­‐engineer	
  business	
  operations,	
  products	
  and	
  

services,	
  connections	
  with	
  supply	
  chains	
  and	
  potential	
  markets,	
  and	
  

commercialisation	
  support	
  through	
  specialist	
  sector	
  expertise

Industry	
  Skills	
  Fund

and	
  will	
  deliver	
  close	
  to	
  200,000	
  targeted	
  training	
  places	
  and	
  

training	
  support	
  services	
  over	
  four	
  years.	
  The	
  fund	
  will	
  assist	
  small	
  

and	
  medium	
  size	
  businesses	
  to	
  successfully	
  diversify	
  and	
  improve	
  

competitiveness	
  in	
  a	
  global	
  market.	
  

Exploration	
  Development	
  

Incentive	
  

The	
  Exploration	
  Development	
  Incentive	
  will	
  provide	
  small	
  

exploration	
  companies	
  with	
  better	
  access	
  to	
  capital	
  from	
  private	
  

costs.	
  

Infrastructure	
  and	
  Regional	
  Development

Infrastructure	
  Investment	
  

Programme National	
  Network	
  maintenance,	
  Roads	
  to	
  Recovery,	
  Black	
  Spot,	
  

Peninsula,	
  the	
  NT	
  Regional	
  Roads	
  Productivity	
  Package,	
  the	
  WA	
  

North	
  West	
  Coastal	
  Highway	
  and	
  the	
  Bridges	
  Renewal	
  Programme.

National	
  Stronger	
  Regions	
  

Fund to	
  help	
  communities	
  with	
  poor	
  socio-­‐economic	
  circumstances	
  and	
  

higher	
  than	
  average	
  unemployment,	
  by	
  improving	
  local	
  facilities,	
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Northern	
  Australia	
  

Sustainable	
  Futures

Focuses	
  on	
  addressing	
  key	
  challenges	
  in	
  regional	
  development	
  

between	
  the	
  Commonwealth,	
  state	
  and	
  territory	
  governments.	
  

Remote	
  Airstrip	
  Upgrade	
  

Programme

Funding	
  for	
  remote	
  airstrip	
  upgrades	
  in	
  isolated	
  outback	
  

communities.

PortLink	
  Inland	
  Freight	
  

Corridor	
  Concept	
  Plan

Considers	
  linking	
  ports	
  at	
  Port	
  Hedland,	
  Geraldton,	
  Esperance	
  

to	
  improve	
  freight	
  movements	
  and	
  the	
  productivity	
  of	
  Western	
  

Australian	
  resource	
  industries.	
  

Indigenous

Stronger	
  Futures	
  in	
  the	
  

Northern	
  Territory health,	
  housing,	
  community	
  safety,	
  municipal,	
  schooling,	
  alcohol	
  

abuse	
  and	
  remote	
  engagement	
  and	
  coordination	
  services,	
  to	
  improve	
  

the	
  wellbeing	
  of	
  Indigenous	
  Australians	
  living	
  in	
  the	
  Northern	
  

Territory.	
  	
  

Support	
  for	
  Indigenous	
  

Training	
  and	
  Employment	
  

The	
  Government	
  supports	
  Indigenous	
  training	
  and	
  employment	
  

will	
  see	
  up	
  to	
  5,000	
  unemployed	
  Indigenous	
  Australians	
  provided	
  

with	
  training	
  and	
  guaranteed	
  employment.

Empowered	
  Communities	
   A	
  reform	
  initiative	
  to	
  strengthen	
  local	
  leadership	
  and	
  ensure	
  that	
  

Indigenous	
  people	
  have	
  a	
  greater	
  say	
  on	
  local	
  issues.

Working	
  on	
  Country	
   Builds	
  on	
  Indigenous	
  traditional	
  knowledge	
  to	
  protect	
  and	
  manage	
  

land	
  and	
  sea	
  country.	
  More	
  than	
  680	
  Indigenous	
  rangers	
  are	
  

employed	
  in	
  around	
  95	
  ranger	
  teams	
  across	
  Australia	
  to	
  deliver	
  

National	
  Partnership	
  

Agreement	
  on	
  Remote	
  

Service	
  Delivery

standards,	
  roles	
  and	
  responsibilities	
  and	
  service	
  delivery	
  

parameters.

National	
  Partnership	
  on	
  

Indigenous	
  Housing	
  

Funding	
  is	
  provided	
  to	
  the	
  states	
  and	
  the	
  Northern	
  Territory	
  to	
  

conditions	
  and	
  increase	
  the	
  housing	
  stock	
  in	
  remote	
  Indigenous	
  

communities.
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QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT

Mining	
  and	
  Energy

Bowen	
  and	
  Galilee	
  Basins The	
  Bowen	
  Basin	
  has	
  over	
  25	
  proposed	
  mines	
  or	
  mine	
  expansions	
  

under	
  construction	
  or	
  recently	
  completed.	
  Further	
  west,	
  the	
  Galilee	
  

construction	
  and	
  other	
  supporting	
  industries	
  to	
  exploit	
  its	
  very	
  large	
  

low-­‐sulphur	
  thermal	
  coal	
  deposits.

North	
  West	
  Queensland	
  

Mineral	
  Province phosphate	
  rock.	
  

Infrastructure	
  and	
  Construction

Queensland	
  Ports	
  Strategy The	
  Strategy	
  provides	
  certainty	
  to	
  industry	
  and	
  the	
  wider	
  

community	
  that	
  ports	
  will	
  grow,	
  while	
  protecting	
  environmental	
  

assets	
  including	
  the	
  Great	
  Barrier	
  Reef.

Construction	
  of	
  new	
  port	
  

facilities	
  at	
  Abbot	
  Point

Development	
  of	
  the	
  Galilee	
  Basin	
  coal	
  resource	
  will	
  involve	
  the	
  

$20	
  billion	
  from	
  the	
  private	
  sector.

Projected	
  infrastructure	
  and	
  associated	
  opportunities	
  in	
  northern	
  	
  
Queensland	
  includes:

	
   New	
  rail	
  infrastructure	
  connecting	
  the	
  Mount	
  Isa	
  to	
  Townsville	
  rail	
  line	
  into	
  the	
  Northern	
  

lines	
  across	
  to	
  rail	
  freight	
  (for	
  example,	
  diesel	
  fuel	
  from	
  Mackay	
  Port	
  to	
  Bowen	
  Basin),	
  taking	
  

network.

	
   The	
  use	
  and	
  disposal	
  of	
  waste	
  and	
  sustainable	
  development	
  principles	
  and	
  technology	
  will	
  play	
  

	
   Development	
  of	
  facilities	
  and	
  industry	
  capability	
  to	
  accommodate	
  and	
  support	
  a	
  new	
  class	
  of	
  

	
   Logistics	
  infrastructure	
  to	
  support	
  petroleum	
  oils	
  and	
  lubricants	
  supply	
  for	
  future	
  defence	
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Agriculture

	
   Strathmore	
  Station	
  has	
  approval	
  to	
  develop	
  over	
  28,000	
  ha	
  to	
  establish	
  dry	
  land	
  sorghum	
  crops	
  

for	
  both	
  grain	
  production	
  and	
  forage	
  following	
  changes	
  to	
  the	
  Vegetation	
  Management	
  Act,	
  

and	
  the	
  Integrated	
  Food	
  and	
  Energy	
  Development	
  (I-­‐FED)	
  at	
  Georgetown	
  has	
  been	
  declared	
  a	
  

	
   The	
  Flinders	
  River	
  Agricultural	
  Precinct	
  in	
  northern	
  Queensland	
  envisages	
  mosaic	
  style	
  

underground	
  streams	
  and	
  river	
  bed	
  sands.

Queensland	
  Government	
  supports	
  	
  :

	
   Working	
  with	
  proponents	
  to	
  facilitate	
  private	
  investment,	
  infrastructure	
  and	
  resource	
  access	
  

around	
  agricultural	
  precincts,	
  including	
  the	
  agricultural	
  precinct	
  west	
  of	
  Rockhampton	
  ,	
  I-­‐FED,	
  

	
   Assisting	
  private	
  sector	
  proponents	
  with	
  the	
  allocation	
  of	
  water	
  entitlements.

Tourism

doubling	
  visitor	
  expenditure	
  by	
  2020.

	
   The	
  recently	
  released	
  Next	
  Generation	
  Tourism	
  Planning	
  Guideline	
  will	
  be	
  used	
  by	
  local	
  

government	
  planners	
  when	
  writing	
  plans,	
  or	
  considering	
  tourism	
  proposals.	
  

	
   Destination	
  Tourism	
  Plans	
  guide	
  tourism	
  and	
  events	
  in	
  each	
  destination	
  towards	
  2020,	
  

highlighting	
  the	
  resources	
  to	
  create	
  sustainable	
  and	
  competitive	
  tourism	
  destinations.	
  

Destination	
  Tourism	
  Plans	
  	
  link	
  to	
  state	
  (and	
  national)	
  targets	
  to	
  double	
  the	
  value	
  of	
  tourism,	
  

while	
  recognising	
  local	
  challenges	
  and	
  opportunities	
  and	
  each	
  destination’s	
  unique	
  tourism	
  

assets,	
  unique	
  development,	
  marketing	
  and	
  management	
  needs.

Education	
  and	
  Health

	
   Development	
  of	
  the	
  Discovery	
  Rise	
  (a	
  new	
  residential,	
  knowledge	
  community	
  being	
  developed	
  

incorporates	
  academic,	
  social,	
  artistic	
  and	
  commercial	
  environments.
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NORTHERN TERRITORY GOVERNMENT

Darwin	
  Marine	
  Supply	
  

Base

The	
  base	
  will	
  include	
  three	
  marine	
  berths	
  with	
  water,	
  fuel,	
  chemical	
  

and	
  drilling	
  mud	
  connections,	
  hard	
  stand	
  and	
  lay	
  down	
  areas,	
  

warehousing,	
  waste	
  management	
  facility,	
  storage	
  capacity	
  for	
  drilling	
  

Install	
  mobile	
  telephony	
  and	
  /	
  or	
  ADSL2+	
  services	
  in	
  13	
  remote	
  

communities:

	
   Eight	
  communities	
  will	
  have	
  new	
  mobile	
  phone	
  sites	
  installed.	
  	
  

This	
  will	
  also	
  increase	
  mobile	
  coverage	
  in	
  the	
  NT,	
  including	
  two	
  

areas	
  along	
  the	
  Stuart	
  Highway.

time.	
  	
  Infrastructure	
  will	
  be	
  installed	
  to	
  upgrade	
  broadband	
  

services	
  in	
  those	
  communities.

Pastoral	
  Lease	
   Working	
  with	
  pastoral	
  leaseholders	
  to	
  diversify	
  their	
  business	
  

to	
  capitalise	
  on	
  new	
  NT	
  laws	
  allowing	
  a	
  portion	
  of	
  leases	
  to	
  be	
  

sub-­‐leased	
  or	
  developed	
  for	
  horticulture,	
  aquaculture	
  or	
  tourism	
  

ventures.

Resource	
  Exploration	
  

Initiative	
  aimed	
  at	
  stimulating	
  minerals	
  and	
  petroleum	
  exploration	
  

through	
  new	
  geoscience	
  and	
  exploration	
  incentives.

Tiwi	
  Islands	
  Economic	
  

Development	
  Partnership	
  

Agreement

The	
  Tiwi	
  Land	
  Council,	
  Commonwealth	
  and	
  NT	
  governments	
  are	
  

negotiating	
  an	
  Economic	
  Development	
  Partnership	
  Agreement	
  to	
  

coordinate	
  opportunities	
  for	
  business	
  and	
  industry	
  development,	
  

Harbour	
  Foreshore Development	
  of	
  an	
  over-­‐arching	
  strategy	
  to	
  attract	
  investment	
  in	
  

economic	
  infrastructure	
  around	
  Darwin	
  harbour	
  and	
  the	
  industrial	
  

foreshore.	
  	
  It	
  will	
  also	
  include	
  long	
  term	
  planning	
  for	
  industrial	
  and	
  

residential	
  land	
  use.

International	
  

engagement	
  and	
  strategic	
  

partnerships,	
  including	
  

formal	
  government	
  to	
  

government	
  relationships

A	
  number	
  of	
  formal	
  arrangements	
  such	
  as	
  Memoranda	
  of	
  

Understanding	
  (e.g.	
  China	
  Development	
  Bank,	
  Ho	
  Chi	
  Minh	
  City),	
  

engagement	
  forums	
  exist	
  and	
  more	
  will	
  be	
  negotiated	
  in	
  future.	
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Strategic	
  planning	
  

and	
  land	
  release	
  for	
  

residential	
  commercial	
  

and	
  industrial	
  

development

The	
  NT	
  Government	
  has	
  undertaken	
  an	
  audit	
  of	
  the	
  Crown	
  Land	
  

Estate	
  it	
  manages	
  to	
  make	
  suitable	
  land	
  available	
  to	
  the	
  market,	
  and	
  

to	
  ensure	
  land	
  is	
  available	
  for	
  the	
  highest	
  and	
  best	
  use.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA GOVERNMENT

Agriculture

Agriculture

This	
  programme	
  aims	
  to	
  position	
  the	
  agricultural	
  sector	
  to	
  capitalise	
  

on	
  the	
  growing	
  global	
  demand	
  for	
  food	
  and	
  agricultural	
  products.	
  

and	
  culturally	
  appropriate	
  irrigated	
  agriculture	
  in	
  the	
  Fitzroy	
  River	
  

catchment	
  and	
  La	
  Grange	
  area	
  south	
  of	
  Broome.

establish	
  this	
  Centre	
  in	
  Broome.

Pilbara	
  Hinterland	
  

Agricultural	
  Development	
  

crop	
  trial	
  and	
  the	
  

Agricultural	
  Pathways	
  

Development	
  of	
  irrigated	
  agriculture	
  opportunities	
  through	
  the	
  use	
  

of	
  surplus	
  mine	
  dewater	
  (the	
  removal	
  of	
  water	
  from	
  solid	
  materials).

The	
  large	
  volumes	
  of	
  surplus	
  mine	
  dewater	
  will	
  increase	
  as	
  mining	
  

operations	
  intensify	
  production,	
  and	
  provide	
  an	
  opportunity	
  to	
  

investigate	
  how	
  surplus	
  dewater	
  can	
  be	
  used	
  to	
  irrigate	
  land.	
  

Commerce

Regional	
  Mobile	
  

Communication	
  Program	
  

(RMCP)

Ensuring	
  critical	
  mobile	
  communications	
  infrastructure	
  is	
  built	
  

in	
  regional	
  WA,	
  in	
  partnership	
  with	
  industry,	
  to	
  support	
  regional	
  

emergency	
  services	
  and	
  improve	
  the	
  communications	
  capacity	
  for	
  

Telstra	
  Corporation	
  Ltd,	
  has	
  a	
  target	
  of	
  installing	
  16	
  towers	
  in	
  the	
  

Housing

Housing	
  for	
  Workers A	
  further	
  $162	
  million	
  is	
  budgeted	
  for	
  regional	
  housing	
  for	
  workers	
  

over	
  the	
  next	
  four	
  years.

Improving	
  Water	
  Quality	
  

in	
  Remote	
  Aboriginal	
  

Communities

safe	
  and	
  sustainable	
  water	
  supplies	
  for	
  the	
  residents	
  of	
  remote	
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Parks	
  and	
  Wildlife

Conservation	
  Strategy Conservation	
  Strategy	
  will	
  involve	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  WA	
  Government	
  

agencies,	
  traditional	
  owners,	
  local	
  governments	
  and	
  non-­‐government	
  

and	
  commercial	
  organisations.	
  The	
  centrepiece	
  of	
  the	
  strategy	
  is	
  to	
  

establish	
  and	
  manage	
  a	
  network	
  of	
  marine	
  and	
  terrestrial	
  parks.	
  The	
  

opportunities	
  for	
  Aboriginal	
  employment.	
  They	
  will	
  add	
  to	
  the	
  nature	
  

and	
  culture	
  based	
  tourism	
  opportunities	
  in	
  the	
  region.

Pilbara	
  Cities

Pilbara	
  Cities	
  Initiatives The	
  implementation	
  of	
  the	
  Pilbara	
  Cities	
  vision,	
  spanning	
  from	
  

invested	
  in	
  the	
  Pilbara	
  region,	
  transforming	
  it	
  into	
  a	
  vibrant	
  network	
  

of	
  communities	
  that	
  are	
  economically	
  successful	
  and	
  socially	
  

sustainable.

Regional	
  Development

Royalties	
  for	
  Regions	
  

2008.

Area	
  through	
  developing	
  agriculture	
  and	
  constructing	
  irrigation	
  

River	
  Irrigation	
  Area	
  into	
  the	
  NT	
  and	
  other	
  areas	
  on	
  the	
  Western	
  

Australian	
  side	
  of	
  the	
  State	
  border,	
  to	
  help	
  realise	
  the	
  full	
  potential	
  of	
  

region	
  in	
  2012-­‐13	
  was	
  $198.8	
  million.

Revitalisation

$61.3	
  million	
  has	
  been	
  allocated	
  for	
  this	
  revitalisation.	
  Seven	
  

programs	
  include	
  Broome	
  China	
  Town	
  Redevelopment,	
  West	
  

Development	
  Unit,	
  Fitzroy	
  Crossing	
  Courthouse,	
  Broome	
  Wharf	
  

Extension	
  of	
  Life,	
  Broome	
  Road	
  Industrial	
  Area.

Regional	
  Community	
  

Services	
  

Incentive

regional	
  programs	
  providing	
  greater	
  regional	
  capacity	
  including:	
  	
  

$110.3	
  million	
  over	
  four	
  years	
  to	
  provide	
  incentives	
  to	
  attract	
  and	
  

retain	
  key	
  workers	
  in	
  the	
  regions.
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Aboriginal	
  Initiatives

Indigenous	
  focus	
  including	
  remote	
  clinics,	
  drug	
  and	
  alcohol	
  support	
  

Small	
  Business

Regional	
  Buy	
  Local	
  

Program

The	
  Regional	
  Buy	
  Local	
  Program	
  assists	
  regional	
  small	
  businesses	
  

identify	
  and	
  address	
  gaps	
  in	
  their	
  knowledge	
  and	
  skills,	
  and	
  facilitate	
  

the	
  out-­‐years.

State	
  Development

Anketell	
  Port	
  and	
  

Strategic	
  Industrial	
  Area

The	
  WA	
  Government	
  is	
  developing	
  a	
  new	
  deep	
  water	
  port	
  and	
  

strategic	
  industrial	
  area	
  at	
  Anketell	
  for	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  iron-­‐ore	
  

exports	
  and	
  industry	
  in	
  the	
  Pilbara.	
  The	
  Anketell	
  Port	
  and	
  Strategic	
  

Industrial	
  Area	
  will	
  include:	
  a	
  multi-­‐user	
  port	
  with	
  more	
  than	
  

350	
  million	
  tonnes	
  per	
  annum	
  export	
  capacity;	
  industrial	
  land	
  to	
  

accommodate	
  future	
  heavy	
  industry	
  development	
  by	
  third	
  parties;	
  

and	
  a	
  multi-­‐user	
  infrastructure	
  corridor	
  to	
  accommodate	
  utilities	
  and	
  

transport	
  infrastructure	
  including	
  roads	
  and	
  rail	
  lines.

Ashburton	
  North	
  Strategic	
  

Industrial	
  Area

port	
  facilities	
  to	
  accommodate	
  hydrocarbon	
  processing	
  and	
  related	
  

The	
  main	
  elements	
  of	
  the	
  ANSIA	
  have	
  been	
  established,	
  construction	
  

Training	
  and	
  Workforce	
  Development	
  

Funding	
  for	
  a	
  new	
  Electrical	
  Instrumentation	
  Centre	
  of	
  Specialisation	
  

Training	
  and	
  Workforce	
  Development	
  

Regional	
  Airports	
  

Upgrades 15	
  under	
  its	
  Regional	
  Airports	
  Development	
  Scheme	
  to	
  provide	
  

infrastructure	
  upgrades	
  to	
  regional	
  airports.	
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PRIVATE SECTOR

Complete

Pluto	
  LNG

Hope	
  Downs	
  mine

Pilbara	
  230	
  to	
  290	
  

expansion

Marandoo	
  expansion

Western	
  Australia	
  Iron	
  

Sino	
  Iron	
  

Fortescue	
  Metals	
  Group	
  

Chichester	
  iron	
  ore,	
  rail	
  

and	
  port	
  development	
  

BHP	
  Rapid	
  Growth	
  and	
  

Western	
  Australia	
  Iron	
  

orebody	
  station	
  

Western	
  Australia

expansion	
  

Danunia	
  and	
  

Broadmeadow	
  mine	
  

North	
  Rankin	
  

Under	
  construction	
  

Ichthys	
  LNG	
  processing	
  

plant

Located	
  on	
  Blaydin	
  Point	
  on	
  Middle	
  Arm	
  Peninsula	
  in	
  Darwin	
  

tonnes	
  of	
  LNG	
  and	
  1.6	
  million	
  tonnes	
  of	
  LPGs	
  (propane	
  and	
  butane)	
  

each	
  year,	
  along	
  with	
  15,000	
  barrels	
  of	
  condensate	
  per	
  day	
  at	
  peak.

system
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Pilbara	
  2030	
  expansion	
  

(phase	
  1)

Yandicoogina	
  expansion	
  

Roy	
  Hill	
  ore	
  mine	
  and	
  

infrastructure	
  

Island) Western	
  Australia	
  

Wheatstone	
  LNG	
  

development

Greater	
  Western	
  Flank	
  

Phase	
  1	
  

Cavel	
  Ridge	
  mine	
  

Queensland

Hay	
  Point	
  Coal	
  Terminal	
  

expansion	
  

Wiggins	
  Island	
  Coal	
  

Export	
  Terminal	
   Resources,	
  Cockatoo	
  Coal,	
  Northern	
  Energy	
  Corporation,	
  Wesfarmers,	
  

Yancoal	
  and	
  Xstrata	
  Coal	
  in	
  Queensland

Northern	
  Australia	
  Beef	
  

Limited

Northern	
  Australia	
  Beef	
  Limited	
  —	
  Will	
  be	
  the	
  only	
  facility	
  in	
  

northern	
  Australia	
  processing	
  cattle	
  that	
  cannot	
  be	
  live	
  exported	
  

(350kg	
  live	
  weight).	
  Will	
  have	
  the	
  capacity	
  to	
  process	
  200,000	
  cattle	
  

a	
  year,	
  enabling	
  the	
  northern	
  cattle	
  industry	
  to	
  double	
  production	
  by	
  

abattoir,	
  May	
  2012).

Projects	
  where	
  an	
  EIS	
  has	
  been	
  completed

Alpha	
  Coal An	
  open	
  cut	
  coal	
  mine	
  with	
  an	
  initial	
  export	
  capacity	
  of	
  30	
  

million	
  tonnes	
  per	
  annum	
  (mtpa),	
  supported	
  by	
  new	
  rail	
  and	
  port	
  

infrastructure.

Ella	
  Bay	
  Integrated	
  Resort

and	
  residential	
  community.

Resort

Redevelopment	
  including	
  demolition	
  of	
  the	
  existing	
  resort	
  and	
  

construction	
  of	
  a	
  substantial	
  low-­‐rise,	
  eco-­‐tourism	
  resort.
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Combined	
  underground	
  and	
  open	
  cut	
  mine	
  with	
  ultimate	
  capacity	
  of	
  

30	
  mtpa.

South	
  of	
  the	
  Embley New	
  bauxite	
  mine,	
  initially	
  producing	
  22.5	
  million	
  dry	
  product	
  tonnes	
  

per	
  annum	
  (mdpt/a)	
  with	
  the	
  potential	
  to	
  increase	
  to	
  50	
  mdpt/a.

and	
  a	
  railway	
  line	
  from	
  the	
  mine	
  site	
  to	
  the	
  Abbot	
  Point	
  state	
  

development	
  area.

Shute	
  Harbour	
  Marina An	
  integrated	
  marina,	
  resort	
  hotel	
  and	
  residential	
  community	
  

development.

Carmichael	
  Coal	
  Mine	
  and	
  

Rail mtpa	
  and	
  189km	
  railway	
  line.

Projects	
  where	
  an	
  EIS	
  process	
  is	
  underway

Aquis	
  Resort	
  at	
  the	
  Great	
  

Barrier	
  Reef

Redevelopment	
  of	
  323	
  haof	
  rural	
  land	
  into	
  a	
  large-­‐scale	
  integrated	
  

tourism	
  resort.

Cairns	
  Shipping	
  

Development	
  	
  

Expansion	
  of	
  the	
  Port	
  of	
  Cairns	
  shipping	
  channel	
  in	
  Trinity	
  Inlet	
  to	
  

accommodate	
  larger	
  cruise	
  ships	
  and	
  upgrade	
  associated	
  land-­‐based	
  

infrastructure	
  and	
  services.

Capricorn	
  Integrated	
  

Resort

Development	
  of	
  a	
  1500	
  ha	
  integrated	
  resort	
  community.

China	
  Stone

60	
  mtpa.

Central	
  Queensland	
  

Integrated	
  Rail	
  	
  

Integrated	
  heavy	
  haul	
  rail	
  system	
  linking	
  coal	
  mines	
  in	
  the	
  Galilee	
  

Basin	
  and	
  Bowen	
  Basin	
  to	
  eastern	
  Queensland	
  ports.

Etheridge	
  Integrated	
   Development	
  of	
  large-­‐scale	
  farm	
  and	
  integrated	
  agri-­‐processing	
  

facilities.

Pisolite	
  Hills

South	
  Galilee	
  Coal

Basin.

Townsville	
  Port	
  Expansion Expansion	
  of	
  the	
  Port	
  to	
  accommodate	
  forecasted	
  growth	
  in	
  trade	
  and	
  

address	
  capacity	
  constraints.

Underground	
  coking	
  coal	
  mine	
  with	
  an	
  expected	
  yield	
  of	
  1.5	
  million	
  

tonnes	
  per	
  annum	
  and	
  export	
  facility.
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