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Youth justice orders and supervision periods: 2012–13
This fact sheet summarises information on the number of supervised orders administered by state and territory youth 
justice agencies, and the periods of supervision experienced by young people in 2012–13. To some extent, differences 
between states and territories in the numbers and types of legal orders can reflect differences in legislation and legal 
and administrative practices. Detailed information on the number and types on legal orders available in each state and 
territory can be found at <http://www.aihw.gov.au/youth-justice/services-and-outcomes/>.

Supervised orders
In 2012–13, the 10,487 young people under youth justice supervision were supervised under a total of 53,404 orders. 
This equates to about 5 orders per person on average (excluding Western Australia and the Northern Territory; see  
Box 1) (tables S1 and S25).

On an average day, more than 4 in 5 (85%) young people under youth justice supervision were supervised in the 
community (tables S1 and S36). Despite this, the majority (60%) of the orders active during the year were detention 
orders. Active detention orders were mostly unsentenced orders (79%), while the majority of community-based orders 
were sentenced (80%) (Figure 1).

Notes

1. Western Australia and the Northern Territory did not supply Juvenile Justice National Minimum Data Set (JJ NMDS) data for 2012–13.

2. Totals include orders with ‘other’ legal status.

Source: Table S25 <http://www.aihw.gov.au/publication-detail/?id=60129546738&tab=3>.

Figure 1: Supervised orders, by order type and legal status, Australia (excluding WA and NT), 2012–13
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In New South Wales and South Australia, most active orders were detention orders (72% and 53% respectively). In 
Tasmania, Victoria, and the Australian Capital Territory the majority of active orders were community-based (72%, 62% 
and 62% respectively). There was no difference in the proportion of young people on active detention and  
community-based orders in Queensland (both 50%) (Table S25).

Nearly two-thirds (62%) of young people under youth justice supervision had multiple supervision orders. The 
proportion of young people under multiple supervision orders was higher among Indigenous young people than  
non-Indigenous young people (70% compared with 59%) (Table S26). 

Overall, young people under supervision had about 5 orders, on average, each. Those young people supervised in the 
community had fewer orders on average during the year than those in detention (2.3 orders per person compared 
with 7.6) (tables S1, S25, S36 and S72). They were more likely than those in detention to have had only 1 order during 
the year (50% compared with 19%). Nearly 2 in 5 (38%) young people with a detention order had 6 or more orders, 
compared with just 7% of those under community-based supervision (Table S26).

Periods of supervision
Young people may be on any number and type of orders at any one time, but they may not serve the full duration 
of these orders for several reasons. Firstly, community-based orders may be interrupted by time spent in detention. 
Secondly, the full duration of a sentenced detention order may not be served where the young person is released on 
parole or supervised release. The actual time spent under continuous supervision is referred to as a supervision period.

In 2012–13, the 10,487 young people under supervision experienced 13,598 periods of supervision, which equates to 
about 1.3 periods per person, on average (tables S1 and S27). 

Of those young people who completed a period of supervision in 2012–13, most (84%) completed only one period 
(Table S28). Of all those under supervision in 2012–13, about 61% completed at least one period of community-based 
supervision, and 38% completed a period of detention (tables S1, S63 and S100).

Young people in unsentenced detention during the year completed more periods, on average, than those in sentenced 
detention (2.0 compared with 1.0) (tables S107, S113 and S120). Young people in unsentenced detention who had 
completed at least one period were more likely to have completed multiple periods than those in sentenced detention 
(45% compared with 16%) (tables S112 and S119). 

Indigenous young people were more likely than non-Indigenous young people to have completed multiple periods 
of supervision (22% compared with 14%) (Table S28). This was the case in both community-based supervision (29% 
compared with 18%) and detention (49% compared with 39%) (tables S63 and S100). 

Box 1: Youth justice supervision fact sheets

This is one of a series of fact sheets on youth justice supervision in 2012–13 published by the Australian Institute  
of Health and Welfare (AIHW). These fact sheets can be downloaded for free from the AIHW website at  
<http://www.aihw.gov.au/publications/youth-justice/>.

The fact sheet is part of the Youth justice in Australia 2012–13 release, which also includes a bulletin,  
supplementary tables and web pages released in multiple stages throughout the year.  
See <http://www.aihw.gov.au/publications/youth-justice/>.

Western Australia and the Northern Territory did not supply standard data for 2012–13 and are not included in  
the data presented in this fact sheet.

The supplementary data tables (those with a prefix of S) referred to in this fact sheet accompany the bulletin  
Youth justice in Australia 2012–13, and can be downloaded from  
<http://www.aihw.gov.au/publication-detail/?id=60129546738&tab=3>.

For more information about young people under youth justice supervision, see <http://www.aihw.gov.au/youth-justice/>.
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Box 2: Technical notes

1. Information about young people under youth justice supervision in this fact sheet is based on data from the 
Juvenile Justice National Minimum Data Set (JJ NMDS). This data collection contains information about all young 
people supervised by state and territory youth justice agencies in Australia, both in the community and detention.

2. This fact sheet uses an average day measure to illustrate the number of young people under supervision. The 
average day measure reflects the number of young people under supervision on a typical day during the year, and 
gives an indication of the average number of young people supported by the supervision system at any one time. 
It is a summary measure that reflects both the number of young people supervised and the amount of time they 
spent under supervision.

Further technical and data quality information, including definitions of key terms in this fact sheet, is available from 
<http://www.aihw.gov.au/youth-justice/data-quality/>.


