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ABOUT ONE PLANET LIVING 

One Planet Living is an initiative of Bioregional Australia 
and its partners to make truly sustainable living a reality. 
One Planet Living is based on ten guiding principles (see 
right) of sustainability, which provide a framework for 
the comprehensive integration of sustainability across 
projects and organisations of any scale.

Bioregional Australia is a not-for-profit, independent 
organisation responsible for administering the One 
Planet Living framework. It assesses registered projects 
and provides formal verification of these project’s 
performance.

INTRODUCTION

The City of Greater Geelong (CoGG) has been a 
leader in considering environmental sustainability and 
community wellbeing in its own operations and the 
broader community for some time. This commitment was 
further enhanced in 2015 when we became the third local 
government in Australia to achieve One Planet Living 
certification. 

This certification recognised and built on multiple 
Council strategies, policies and plans as well as future 
commitments to further the Council’s commitment to the 
principles of One Planet Living. 

Of particular significance in this strategic context is the 
Environment Management Strategy 2014-2017 (EMS), 
which formed the basis of the certification process. The 
principles, objectives, targets and actions contained 
in this document were assessed within the One Planet 
Living framework, and form the basis for implementation 
of the broader ambitions associated with being a One 
Planet Council. 

Two years on, Council has engaged HIP V. HYPE 
Sustainability to assist in an interim review to highlight 
projects and celebrate progress made against the actions 
within the EMS and related Council policies. This Interim 
Review identifies key actions undertaken across the ten 
One Planet Living principles, and showcases projects 
that demonstrate the value and impact of Council’s 
commitment to One Planet Living.

HEALTH AND HAPPINESS
Encouraging active, sociable, meaningful lives  
to promote good health and well being

EQUALITY AND LOCAL ECONOMY
Creating bioregional economies that support 
equity and diverse local employment and 
international fair trade

CULTURE AND COMMUNITY
Respecting and reviving local identity, wisdom 
and culture, encouraging the involvement of 
people in shaping their community and creating 
a new culture of sustainability

LAND USE AND WILDLIFE
Protecting and restoring biodiversity and 
creating new natural habitats through good land 
use and integration into the built environment

SUSTAINABLE WATER
Using water efficiently in buildings, farming and 
manufacturing. Designing to avoid local issues 
such as flooding, drought and water course 
pollution

LOCAL AND SUSTAINABLE FOOD
Supporting sustainable and humane farming, 
promoting access to healthy, low impact, local, 
seasonal and organic  diets and reducing food 
waste

SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS
Using sustainable and healthy products, such 
as those with low embodied energy, sourced 
locally, made from renewable or waste resources

SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT
Reducing the need to travel, and encouraging 
low and zero carbon modes of transport to 
reduce emissions

ZERO WASTE
Reducing waste, reusing where possible, and 
ultimately sending zero waste to landfill

ZERO CARBON
Making buildings energy efficient and delivering 
all energy with renewable technologies

ONE PLANET LIVING TEN PRINCIPLES
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CITY OF GREATER GEELONG 
ONE PLANET LIVING 
ASSESSMENT 

One Planet Living is a principles 
based system. The ten principles 
are used to evaluate current 
performance, identify gaps and 
areas for improvement, and guide 
future efforts to systematically work 
towards a Council that meets a series 
of science-based targets. 

An assessment framework covering 
each of the ten principles is used to 
support a strong understanding of 
current performance. A summary 
of the assessment made at City of 
Greater Geelong’s certification in 
2015 is shown on the next page. 

Since then, Council has continued 
to develop and implement further 
policies and projects aligned with the 
ten One Planet Living principles.

PRINCIPLE SCORE

Health and Happiness 96.9% 

Equity and Local Economy 74% 

Culture and Community 89.6% 

Landuse and Biodiversity 92.8%

Sustainable Water 66.2% 

Local and Sustainable Food 60.4%

Sustainable Materials 63%

Sustainable Transport 52.6%

Zero Waste 60%

Zero Carbon 53%

OVERALL SCORE 70.9%  
AUSTRALIAN  
EXCELLENCE 
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This flyer was produced by Kildonan UnitingCare for the Heatwaves and Sustainability Project funded with the support of the Victorian Government 
under the Victorian Adaptation and Sustainability Partnership across the Greater Geelong and Surf Coast Shire communities

This flyer was produced by Kildonan UnitingCare for the Heatwaves and Sustainability Project funded with the support of the Victorian Government 
under the Victorian Adaptation and Sustainability Partnership across the Greater Geelong and Surf Coast Shire communities

Phone: 1800 545 366 
Email: heatwaves@kildonan.org.au
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Email: heatwaves@kildonan.org.au

Take control! Call today and  
get ready. It’s free!

Take control! Call today and  
get ready. It’s free!

Concerned about your water, 
gas and electricity bills?
The Heatwaves and Sustainability 
Project can assist you: 

• Gain control and confidence in 
managing utility bills 

• Learn how best to prepare for  
summer heatwaves

• Access services around City  
of Greater Geelong and Surf  
Coast Shire

Concerned about your water, 
gas and electricity bills?
The Heatwaves and Sustainability 
Project can assist you: 

• Gain control and confidence in 
managing utility bills 

• Learn how best to prepare for  
summer heatwaves

• Access services around City  
of Greater Geelong and Surf  
Coast Shire

The Heatwaves and Sustainability 
Project provides free, independent  
and expert advice to assist you  
gain greater control and confidence 
in managing your utility bills, and to 
save money. This project will also 
help you better prepare for and 
cope with summer heatwaves. 
Advice can be provided with free  
in-home visits, over the phone 
consultations, or through local 
community workshops.

The Heatwaves and Sustainability 
Project provides free, independent  
and expert advice to assist you  
gain greater control and confidence 
in managing your utility bills, and to 
save money. This project will also 
help you better prepare for and 
cope with summer heatwaves. 
Advice can be provided with free  
in-home visits, over the phone 
consultations, or through local 
community workshops.

Save money on electricity, 
gas and water bills.

Save money on electricity, 
gas and water bills.

THE CITY OF GREATER GEELONG AND SURF COAST SHIRE IN 
PARTNERSHIP WITH KILDONAN UNITINGCARE, ARE HELPING 
PEOPLE TO BETTER MANAGE THEIR UTILITY BILLS.

THE CITY OF GREATER GEELONG AND SURF COAST SHIRE IN 
PARTNERSHIP WITH KILDONAN UNITINGCARE, ARE HELPING 
PEOPLE TO BETTER MANAGE THEIR UTILITY BILLS.

Heatwave promotional material 
(kildonan.org.au)

Council has a long-standing commitment to community 
health and wellbeing. 
A broad variety of plans, strategies and projects have been progressed over 
the last two years, building on the already excellent foundation noted in the 
2015 assessment endorsed by Bioregional Australia. 

Key Council strategies include Geelong Health and Wellbeing Plan 2013-2017, 
Geelong Physical Activity Strategy 2014-2017, Geelong Play Strategy 2012-
2021, Open Space Policy, G21 Health and Wellbeing Plan 2013-2017, Climate 
Change Adaptation Strategy 2011, Municipal Emergency Management 
Plan 2015-2017, Social Infrastructure Plan, and the recent Heatwaves and 
Sustainability Program. 

HEALTH AND  
HAPPINESS
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KEY RECENT ACTIONS

ACTION DESCRIPTION IMPACT

CBD 40km/h 
speed limit

Following public consultation, speed 
limits in Geelong’s CBD have been 
reduced to 40km/h.

• The Central Geelong 40km/h speed zone:

• creates streets that are safe for everyone

• improves access and safety for pedestrians and 
people on bikes

• increases pedestrian priority

• improves efficiency of traffic movement.

Social 
Infrastructure 
Plan

Council’s Social Infrastructure Plan 
(SIP) examines current levels of 
social infrastructure provision within 
the municipality and develops 
recommendations such that social 
infrastructure investments can meet the 
needs of the population to 2031. The SIP 
is based on desktop research, analysis 
and consultation with key stakeholders. 
Importantly, it brings all of Council’s 
social infrastructure efforts under one 
agreed, transparent over arching plan.

It provides the evidence base for, and 
recommends the required provision of social 
infrastructure for the next 15 years. It is a major 
step in developing a more coordinated, efficient, 
sustainable and innovative approach to social 
infrastructure provision in CoGG. 

HIGHLIGHT PROJECT - HEATWAVES AND SUSTAINABILITY PROGRAM

The aim of the Heatwaves and Sustainability program is to assist vulnerable members of the community to 
better cope with summer heatwaves and at the same time improve household energy efficiency and comfort. 

It allowed heatwave vulnerability ‘hot spots’ to be identified through innovative mapping project and a staff 
training program to provide practical, on-ground support to those most vulnerable to heatwaves.

The program delivered 134 home sustainability visits and client advocacy resulted in over $20,000 of financial 
savings and benefits for vulnerable households.
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Geelong’s economy has been in transition for some time, 
moving from a focus on manufacturing and agricultural 
support services to a more diversified economy. 
The challenges and opportunities associated with this transition have been 
recognised, as has the specific opportunity to transition to an economy based 
on sustainable industries. This includes high tech manufacturing, boosting the 
knowledge sector and capitalising on renewable energy projects in the region. 

Key Council strategies include the Geelong Economic Development Strategy, 
G21 Regional Economic Development Strategy, G21 Region Opportunities for 
Work Program and Geelong Low Carbon Growth Plan (2015 update).

EQUITY AND LOCAL 
ECONOMY

2017 Electric Vehicle Conference
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KEY RECENT ACTIONS

ACTION DESCRIPTION IMPACT

Strategy: Digital 
Geelong - A 
Digital Leader in 
Victoria

This strategy recognises the huge 
opportunities associated with new, 
emerging technologies and how these 
will impact the way Council and the 
community communicate, interact and do 
business.

This strategy outlines how Council can 
become a leader in digital technologies for 
the benefit of its own operations, the lives and 
connectedness of the community, and to support 
local businesses in making the most of the 
digital economy. This will support the creation 
of local jobs and economic opportunities in 
industries that can drive and support a long term 
sustainable economy for the region.

Sketchbook 
Greater Geelong: 
Potential 
Technology 
Futures  
For Better Living

Siemens’ Centre of Competence for 
Cities partnered with the City of Geelong 
to produce 4 possible futures for 
Geelong, based upon CoGG’s aims and 
lessons from other cities facing similar 
challenges across the globe.

The resulting report outlines four possible 
development directions and provides ideas on 
what could be the cornerstones of each possible 
future:

• Creating a smart tech and transport hub

• Digital industry (industry 4.0) and energy

• Agro-tourism

• 3D Printing.

HIGHLIGHT PROJECT - 2017 ELECTRIC VEHICLE CONFERENCE

Recognising the future impact and impending rapid uptake of electric vehicles, City of Greater Geelong, 
Geelong Manufacturing Council and State Government hosted a conference to showcase the potential of 
electric vehicles.

The event was aimed at the general public, businesses, G21 local government authorities and Deakin University 
researchers and engineers to inspire more uptake of electric vehicles.

The conference attracted 150 attendees who were able to experience a range of electric vehicles including 
cars, buses and trucks, as well as some of the technologies used in electric vehicles.
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A sense of community and place is central to wellbeing 
and happiness. A sustainable community recognises and 
celebrates cultural diversity and heritage, while fostering a 
sense of community that supports sustainable living.
Council has continued to support the cultural diversity and heritage of the 
City, and has implemented programs directly aimed at building a culture of 
sustainability within Council itself and the community more broadly. 

Key Council strategies include the Public Arts Strategy 2015, Karrenga 
Aboriginal Action Plan 2014-2017, Community Engagement Policy 2014 and 
Diversity Policy 2010.

CULTURE AND 
COMMUNITY

Mountain to Mouth
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KEY RECENT ACTIONS

ACTION DESCRIPTION IMPACT

Environmental 
Change 
Makers 
conference

Council collaborated with Green 
Effect Movement and the Geelong 
Performing Arts Centre to host a day of 
presentations and workshops to explore 
how young people are leading the way in 
finding solutions to environmental issues.

Events like this engage the youth community in 
critical environmental issues, ensuring that young 
people feel a strong sense of ownership and 
are recognised for their critical role in creating a 
sustainable future.

Sustainable 
House Day

An opportunity for residents to 
experience houses that have been 
designed, built, renovated or retrofitted 
with sustainability in mind. Geelong 
Sustainability coordinates Sustainable 
House Day with support from the City of 
Greater Geelong.

Raise awareness and readiness of residents to 
adopt and install energy efficiency practices and 
technologies to transition to a sustainable future. 
Across 2015 and 2016, 25 properties were opened 
to the public receiving 3060 visits. The Drent’s 
compact design home in Ocean Grove proved most 
popular, receiving 240 visitors. Over 90 volunteers 
worked to make the events a success.

HIGHLIGHT PROJECT - MOUNTAIN TO MOUTH

A 80km extreme arts journey of discovery over two days and 11 stages. Mountain to Mouth (M~M) begins at 
the You Yangs mountain range, crosses Geelong’s industrial heartland at nightfall and arrives in the city centre 
to collide with Geelong After Dark, a night of extreme and unexpected arts.

Since its inception in 2009, M~M has encouraged members from all parts of the community to participate 
in a celebration of indigenous history, storytelling and art, through the trail and special events, such as the 
launch of the Remnant Canoe sculpture. The launch included an endangered native plant species propagation 
workshop. The resulting seedlings were planted along the M~M footprint as part of the Greening the Songline 
project. Workshop participants are able to identify their plant and follow its growth.

11



Greater Geelong is rich in habitat diversity, incorporating 
significant wetlands, grasslands, coastal regions, agricultural 
land and urban areas. 
Greater Geelong is committed to sound environmental management through 
“protecting native plants and animal habitats, limiting pollution, greening the 
city and using natural resources wisely” (CoGG City Plan 2014). 

Key Council strategies include Environment Management Strategy, Geelong 
Wetlands Strategy 2006 as well as the Rural Land Use Strategy 2007, Open 
Space Policy, and new Urban Forest Strategy 2016.

LAND USE AND  
BIODIVERSITY
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KEY RECENT ACTIONS

ACTION DESCRIPTION IMPACT

Hooded Plover 
Program

The surf beaches of Point Lonsdale, 
Ocean Grove, Barwon Heads and 
Breamlea are the home of the 
endangered Hooded Plover. To protect 
this endangered species Council has 
established an awareness raising program 
to support regulations regarding dogs on 
beaches.

A simple formula of alerting beach users with 
signs and temporary fencing, putting out wooden 
teepees for chicks to hide in and requesting dogs 
be on a lead, is enough to give these birds a 55% 
chance of having their family survive instead of a 
2% chance.

Valuing our 
Volcanic Plains 
Program

In collaboration with the City of Hume 
and Melton City Council, this program 
won the Sustainable Cities Award 2016. 
The program provides assistance to 
landowners to protect and enhance plains 
grasslands, plains grassy woodlands 
and grey box grassy woodlands on the 
Victorian Volcanic Plain.

The provision of 18 grants has delivered 370.65 
hectares of weed control, 1057 meters of stock 
control fencing, 4585 meters of rabbit fencing and 
411.6 hectares of rabbit control. This program 
included extensive community engagement over a 
four year period.

Green Spine 
CBD

Transforming Malop Street into a vibrant 
street and linear park, connecting 
Johnstone Park to Eastern Park.

Up to 150 trees will be planted. Improvements 
to footpaths, the narrowing of roads, removal of 
car parks and installation of bike lines will create 
a vibrant, accessible place for businesses and 
community to thrive. In addition to $4.5 million 
from Council, the State Government has committed 
$3 million to the project.

HIGHLIGHT PROJECT - URBAN FOREST STRATEGY

The City of Greater Geelong values the immense benefits of the City’s urban tree population. Trees provide 
shade and cool the city. They improve the look, feel and livability of Geelong. They also have a strong positive 
influence on the health of our community. Geelong’s trees are extraordinarily valuable assets that are worth 
investing in for the future.

City in a Park focused on canopy cover for Geelong’s CBD. The Urban Forest Strategy expands on this 
concept, to increase the public and private tree population in all of the suburbs and townships across Greater 
Geelong. The sum of all these trees and associated vegetation is called the urban forest. The Urban Forest 
Strategy is driving the planting of 26,000 indigenous trees and 1500 street and park trees in 2016/17.
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Water is an incredibly important natural resource.
Well managed, it can provide for a multitude of uses critical to our day to 
day lives, while also sustaining the environment on which we fundamentally 
depend. However there are increasing demands placed on our water sources, 
and unsustainable water management practices are increasingly common.

Key Council strategies include Water Futures Strategy 2009, Stormwater 
Harvesting Policy 2009, Sustainable Water Use Plan 2006 (Council), Water 
Management Policy 2013 and Wetlands Strategy 2006

SUSTAINABLE  
WATER

Geelong Library and Heritage Centre

14



KEY RECENT ACTIONS

ACTION DESCRIPTION IMPACT

Johnstone Park 
Raingarden

Beginning construction in April 2017, the 
Raingarden has been designed to address 
flooding issues in the Park, while improving 
stormwater quality and capturing water for 
irrigation. It will capture rain run-off from 
Gheringhap St and divert it through a series of 
terraced ponds, removing pollutants prior to its 
storage in an underground 250,000 litre tank.

Approximately 60% of the Park irrigation 
requirements will be provided through 
this system. 15-25 kilograms of nitrogen 
will be removed from stormwater, 
protecting the bay. Amenities in 
the Park will be improved including 
additional seating, all-weather paths and 
services such as wifi, power and drinking 
fountains.

Warralily/Armstrong 
Creek Wetland and 
Creek System – 
Stages 2A-2F

The rehabilitation and reconstruction of a 
2.8km stretch of the degraded Armstrong 
Creek corridor through Newland Developers’ 
Warralily estate is a leading example of 
integrated stormwater management in 
Greenfield development.

The project represents a significant 
economic, social and environmental 
contribution to the local environment 
and community that cannot be 
understated.

HIGHLIGHT PROJECT - GEELONG LIBRARY AND HERITAGE CENTRE

The Geelong Library and Heritage Centre is an example of a best practice sustainable design, achieving a 5 
Star Green Star accreditation. It won the Woods Bagot Award for the Best Public Building at the 2017 Property 
Council of Australia Innovation and Excellence Awards.

Water capture, reuse and efficient fixtures results in a 79% reduction in potable water use. Rainwater is 
captured in a 50 kilolitre tank, treated and used for toilets and landscaping irrigation. Up to 600 litres of 
greywater from showers and taps is collected and treated each day.

The building’s photovoltaic system will generate an estimated 35,000kWh of electricity each year. All up the 
building produces 40% less greenhouse gas emissions than similar sized, non-green buildings.
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The way food is grown, transported, sold, stored and 
consumed has a dramatic impact on the natural environment 
as well as human health. 
Sourcing more food locally, eating food that is in season, and growing food at 
home are all ways to reconnect people to more sustainable food practices. 

About 20% of food purchased by Australians is thrown away each year, at an 
average cost of $1,000 per household. Reestablishing a connection between 
the production and consumption of food could have a huge impact on waste 
and household living expenses. 

Council has led and supported a wide range of initiatives to better inform the 
community about healthy and more sustainable food options. These projects 
are underpinned by the Geelong Health and Wellbeing Plan 2013-2017 and 
the Food Policy, endorsed in 2015.

LOCAL AND  
SUSTAINABLE FOOD
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KEY RECENT ACTIONS

ACTION DESCRIPTION IMPACT

Community gardens Community gardens are places where people 
come together to grow food and learn the skills 
of fruit and vegetable growing. Council offers 
advice for community members interested in 
starting their own community garden, building 
on the experience of one of the 13 highly 
successful examples across Geelong.

Encourage people to be physically active 
and offer a place for people to put down 
roots. Not only do they connect people 
with plants, food and culture, most 
importantly they connect community. 
There are 13 active community gardens 
in Geelong.

Food Access and 
Support booklet

This 2016 booklet outlines the many 
organisations that offer food programs and 
showcases the wide range of food access 
options operating in Geelong.

Covering energy, food access, 
community gardens, food swaps 
and local markets, the booklet helps 
residents select and access healthy food 
options.

Geelong Lutheran 
College GLC 
environment and 
sustainability project

A school garden that produces vegetables, 
fruit, fish and eggs. This project was funded by 
CoGG’s Environment and Sustainability Grants 
Program.

Students learn about vegetable and 
orchard gardening, healthy eating, 
seasonal produce, zero carbon food, 
photosynthesis and biology. Heritage 
gardening and aquaponics facilitate 
the study of water sustainability, water 
health and soil.

Highton Preschool 
Centre Incorporated 
Growing and 
Cooking

The educators and children grow fruit and 
vegetables in an onsite garden, watered 
from the school rainwater tank. This project 
was funded by CoGG’s Environment and 
Sustainability Grants Program.

By cooking with the produce they grow, 
students learn to use what is in season 
and make healthy meals. This project 
allows students to experience the One 
Planet Living principles first hand.

HIGHLIGHT PROJECT - ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY GRANTS PROGRAM

This Program assists community organisations to deliver projects that support One Planet Living principals, 
including ‘Local and Sustainable Food’.

The Geelong East Primary School Food Wall project was funded in 2016/17. The resulting food wall 
incorporates an advanced wicking garden bed that requires minimal time and cost to setup, and substantially 
less maintenance compared to conventional garden beds. The garden serves as a sustainable living learning 
tool. The school and community are able to learn where their food comes from, how to recycle nutrients and 
how to harvest rainwater. Learning the basic skills to grow healthy, organic produce in an efficient, compact 
space assists in shaping the attitudes of students a towards sustainable living.
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All materials used in construction have an environmental and 
social impact.
This varies dramatically depending on the raw materials used, manufacturing 
process, the application and ongoing maintenance requirements. 

Careful consideration in selecting materials can significantly reduce the overall 
environmental and social impact of the project. Materials that have lower 
embodied energy, use recycled content and renewable resources, exclude 
harmful substances such as Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) and are more 
durable will result in a more sustainable, longer lasting and safer building. 

Council has a range of policies and guidelines for the promotion of sustainable 
and healthy products, including a Procurement Policy for council use, 
Sustainable Building Policy for all new council buildings and Sustainable 
Infrastructure Guidelines.

SUSTAINABLE  
MATERIALS

Image: Jetty Road Playground (CoGG)
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KEY RECENT ACTIONS

ACTION DESCRIPTION IMPACT

Reuse of railway 
sleepers

Rejected 305kg railway sleepers have been 
repurposed as core material for coastal rock 
revetments and stability buttresses. The 
sleepers are filled with crushed rock to assist 
with embedding and interlocking.

The railway sleepers are in very good 
condition, having been rejected only 
due to chipping in the concrete or 
inaccurately set steel lugs. Using the 
sleepers for construction turns a waste 
product into a valuable, affordable 
resource.

Environment 
Shellfish reef

A shellfish recycling program is addressing 
erosion issues along the Point Richard’s 
foreshore where the coast has receded by 
approximately 15m in the past three years.

Shellfish catches from Bass Strait 
are processed locally, providing an 
estimated 500 cubic metres of shell per 
year that may otherwise go to landfill.

HIGHLIGHT PROJECT - JETTY ROAD PLAYGROUND

Opening in 2016, the playground features 15 separate play pieces including a double flying fox, basket swing, 
slides, climbing rope, wobble bridge and natural play elements.

All timber used in the playground has been recycled or repurposed, the mulch is from local tree trimmings, the 
limestone rocks are sourced locally and the concrete paths are made from low carbon concrete and recycled 
materials.

In addition, the whole area has been transformed thanks to the addition of over 2000 plants and trees and 
extensive landscaping.
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The sustainability of transport modes is related to both 
environmental, social and economic factors. 
Buildings, infrastructure and behaviour supporting sustainable transport can 
lead to reduced greenhouse gas emissions, less air pollution, lower living costs 
and improved health and wellbeing. 

By making a conscious decision to support sustainable transport, long lasting 
benefits can be created for the occupants and wider society.

Key Council policies include Road Safety (2013), Cycling (2008) and Physical 
Activity (2014) and the regional G21 Public Transport Strategy (2014).

SUSTAINABLE 
TRANSPORT
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KEY RECENT ACTIONS

ACTION DESCRIPTION IMPACT

North Geelong 
Cycle Path to train 
station and bike 
cage

Part of Geelong’s Strategic Cycling Corridor 
Network, the North Geelong Cycle Path links 
the Northern suburbs and Central Geelong. 
It also provides access to North Geelong 
Train Station. Stage 1, Mackey to Vautier 
St (650m) was completed in 2016. Stage 2, 
Vautier to Victoria St (280m, estimated $400k) 
commenced in May 2017.

Provides a separated, direct cycle 
connection for commuters, reducing 
the number of commuter trips by car. It 
provides an alternative to driving to the 
train station which reduces the strain on 
parking.

Public Transport Victoria are funding 
a bike cage at the station to provide a 
safe bike parking.

Strategic Cycling 
Corridor Network 
- New cycling path 
connections and 
bike lanes

Eastern Park Path: Shared path from Boundary 
Rd to Malop St (1.5km, $300k) completed 
in 2016. This path forms an eastern link into 
Central Geelong.

Lt Malop St – Fenwick St to Latrobe Tce: New 
wider bridge over rail lines and separated cycle 
and pedestrian paths to bridge, this path links 
the western suburbs with central Geelong.

Provides a separated shared path that 
bypasses a narrow, high traffic volume 
section of Ryrie St.

Provides a defined, high quality entrance 
to Central Geelong for active transport 
users from Geelong West.

Both projects cater for cyclists that are 
not confident riding on busy roads, 
thereby increasing the appeal of 
commuting by bike.

HIGHLIGHT PROJECT - ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGEPOINTS

Two electric vehicle charging stations will be installed on the Cunningham Pier forecourt, on Western Foreshore 
Road, Geelong. The charging stations will be able to charge four vehicles at a time.

Electric vehicle uptake is directly related to perceptions about the range of distances the vehicles can travel, 
and perceptions about proximity to charging stations. Cleantech Innovations Geelong and the City of Greater 
Geelong are working on changing those perceptions.
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Approximately 47% of household waste is organic, including 
food and garden waste. 
When this goes to landfill methane emissions are released which account for 
around 3% of Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions . However, if diverted to 
an organic waste treatment system, this waste can be productively reused in 
gardens while avoiding methane emissions.

ZERO WASTE
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KEY RECENT ACTIONS

ACTION DESCRIPTION IMPACT

Support for local 
manufacturer using 
recycled tyres in 
advanced plastics

Polymeric Powders, a North Geelong 
manufacturer, have developed a technique to 
re-purpose some of the 50 million tyres sent to 
Australian landfills each year.

End-of-life tyres are ground into powder, 
before being treated and bonded with plastics 
traditionally used in injection moulding, such as 
HDPE or PPP.

At scale this will reduce the volume of 
tyres going to landfill while creating a 
new, high value product. 

This new material is more shock 
absorbent, and has higher crack and 
thermal resistance than traditional 
plastics.

CLO’ey Household 
Composter Trial

CLO’ey, developed by Australian business 
Closed Loop Recycling, is a compact household 
food waste composter. CLO’ey takes food 
waste (everything but large bones, mollusc 
shells and cooking oils) and converts up to 4 
kilograms per day into nutrient-rich soil while 
reducing waste volume by 90%.

50 CLO’ey units were trialled in 
houses across Geelong, and saw an 
overwhelmingly positive response.

The trial saw weekly bin loads reduce 
by a third, with participants agreeing 
CLO’ey was “easy” or “extremely easy” 
to use, and that smells generated by 
food waste were significantly reduced.

HIGHLIGHT PROJECT - WASTE EDUCATION PROGRAM

Historically, more than 86 % of recycling contamination and 79 % of green waste contamination was due to 
plastic bags.

Bin audits and education have successfully reduced the number of plastic bags being incorrectly placed in 
recycling and green waste bins by nearly 80 %.

A total of 3,525 recycling bins and 2,757 green waste bins in Newcomb, Belmont and Bell Post Hill were 
inspected through cameras fixed to collection trucks.

People who had incorrectly placed plastic bags in their yellow or green lid bin had a sticker placed on it letting 
them know that plastic bags don’t belong there.
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Creating a pathway to zero carbon for the built environment is 
critical to the future of our planet and human prosperity. 
With cities responsible for up to 70% of global carbon pollution it is clear that 
without rapid decarbonisation of the built environment avoiding dangerous 
climate change will be impossible.

Energy efficient design is the product of an effective response to 
environmental factors, early strategic thinking and a considered approach 
to construction. Achieving a highly energy efficient building doesn’t require 
a significant additional up-front cost. Often it’s just ensuring basic principles 
of passive design are integrated early on, and that ongoing energy use is 
considered when selecting building services and appliances.

ZERO CARBON

Boorai Centre, Barwon Heads
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KEY RECENT ACTIONS

ACTION DESCRIPTION IMPACT

Adopted targets 
–Zero Carbon 
Emissions Strategy

The Strategy sets an emissions 
reduction pathway for Council’s 
buildings and vehicle fleet from 
2014-15 levels: 

• 50% by 2020

• 75% by 2035

• 100% by 2050

Sends a strong signal to encourage community wide 
emission reduction activity. Sets priority areas to focus 
Council efforts on high impact emission reduction 
opportunities:

• Energy efficiency upgrades: heating and cooling 
(HVAC) systems and lighting systems.

• Renewable energy installations: roof-top solar and 
large scale solar.

• Carbon offsets: independently certified and locally 
sourced where possible.

Ocean Grove’s 
Boorai Centre

An integrated child and family 
centre providing a range of 
education, care and support 
services to children and their 
families. The facility is fitted 
with an 80kW solar system, 
the largest of Council’s solar 
systems.

During autumn and winter the solar system delivers 80% 
of the centre’s daytime electricity needs, which increases 
to 100% during the sunnier summer months. The system 
is expected to generate more than 106,000 kWh of 
electricity per year, enough to power 20 average homes. 
This saves approximately 92.5 tonnes of Carbon dioxide.

HIGHLIGHT PROJECT - NORTHERN AND WESTERN GEELONG GROWTH AREAS

Planning for future urban growth within the Northern and Western Geelong Growth areas will have a critical 
impact on the city’s future sustainability. Recognising this, CoGG engaged HIP V. HYPE Sustainability and 
Moreland Energy Foundation to undertake a program of research, analysis and stakeholder engagement 
exploring best practice sustainability opportunities for these growth areas. 

This work has adopted a strategic approach to the consideration of sustainable opportunities for the growth 
areas. Key to this has been the consideration of how delivery mechanisms, including financial, governance and 
operational models, can be used to achieve a new sustainable community.
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Building on this Interim Review, City of Greater Geelong 
will shortly commence the development of an updated 
One Planet Action Plan to guide future actions supporting 
the organisation’s commitment to One Planet Living. 

Annual reviews of this One Planet Action Plan will then be 
prepared to track progress.

NEXT STEPS
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City of Greater Geelong tree planting
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