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Oat field in Toowoomba, Queensland. 
The white paper taskforce held roundtable 
discussions in Queensland, 16-17 February 2017.
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Parliament House, Australian Capital Territory. Foreign Minister Julie Bishop 
and Trade, Tourism and Investment Minister Steven Ciobo launched public 
consultations on the foreign policy white paper, Canberra, 13 December 2016.
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MINISTERIAL FOREWORD

The Australian Government will shortly 
publish a foreign policy white paper, the 
first since 2003.

The white paper will identify how we can 
best protect and promote Australia’s values, 
interests and priorities in the next decade. 
It will help us seize opportunities when they 
arise and manage risks when they confront 
us in an environment of unceasing change. 

In developing this white paper, we were 
determined to draw on the deep knowledge 
and expertise that resides in the Australian 
community – in our universities and think 
tanks, civil society, big and small businesses, 
industry groups, and in cultural, sporting 
and youth organisations throughout 
Australia. We asked the white paper 
taskforce to consult widely and to engage 
the community directly. 

This report summarises the main themes 
and issues raised by the hundreds of 
individuals and organisations who 
participated in face-to-face consultations 
and who responded to our call for public 
submissions. We are grateful for their 
commitment to an Australia actively and 
purposefully engaged in the affairs of  
the world.

We commend this report to you. It provides 
an insight into how Australians see the 
world of today and what they think we must 
do to prepare ourselves for the future.

Minister for Foreign Affairs  
The Hon Julie Bishop MP

Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment 
The Hon Steven Ciobo MP
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Lobster baskets sitting on a fishing dock in Tasmania. 
The white paper taskforce held roundtable discussions 
in Tasmania, 22 February 2017.
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OVERVIEW

Between December 2016 and May 2017, 
the foreign policy white paper taskforce 
convened discussions in every state 
and territory, and engaged in a series of 
one-on-one consultations with prominent 
individuals and subject-matter experts. 
We also invited written submissions from 
the public.

The people and organisations we spoke 
to, and who gave us submissions, were 
generous with their time and their insights. 
We are grateful for their assistance.

We spoke to Australians from all walks of 
life – students, farmers, business leaders, 
academics and representatives from civil 
society. The diversity of their personal 
experiences is a rich story in itself, and tells 
of Australia’s many and varied connections 
to the world.

It is not possible in a summary report of 
this nature to represent every view put to 
us. We have sought instead to highlight the 
issues and themes most often raised and to 
capture the main points of debate. Those 
interested in exploring the issues covered 
will find the list of public submissions in the 
annex of this report.

Not surprisingly, we encountered a diversity 
of views about the direction and shape of 
Australia’s international engagement. On 
some issues, positions diverged widely. Our 
freedom to debate and contest ideas is a 
strength of our democracy.

There were however issues where much 
common ground could be found. For 
example, we found widespread support for 
a foreign policy grounded in the values of 
the Australian people.

We also found strong recognition  
that Australia’s future prosperity and 
security would be influenced significantly 
by events beyond our borders. Those we 
spoke to wanted Australia to be active –  
not passive – in its international 
engagement. They saw the potential  
for a strong, confident Australia to  
make a positive contribution to shaping  
a fairer, better world. 

We found a very strong commitment to 
the Indo-Pacific as the region of highest 
priority and opportunity for Australia. The 
imperative of engagement with our region 
was one of the most consistent threads 
running through our consultations. Equally, 
even the most passionate advocates for 
a foreign policy strongly focused on the 
Indo-Pacific saw the importance of Australia 
continuing to pursue its global interests.

Protectionism was seen as a major risk to 
Australia’s interests by many participants. 
At the same time, concerns were expressed 
by some participants about the “disruptive” 
effects of technological change and 
trade competition. The answer for nearly 
everyone we spoke to was not to close 
Australia to trade, investment, skilled 
migration and new ideas and technology. 
Rather, the challenge was to implement 
policies to provide opportunity in a growing 
economy and to support industries and 
workers through periods of change.

Australia’s development assistance was 
a priority for many contributors. While 
views differed on the appropriate size 
of Australia’s development assistance 
program, nearly everyone we spoke to 
recognised that a prosperous nation like 
ours should help to alleviate global poverty.
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Residential suburbs of Melbourne, Victoria. The 
white paper taskforce held roundtable discussions in 
Victoria, 6-7 February and 22 February 2017.
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THE PROCESS

The Minister for Foreign Affairs the Hon 
Julie Bishop MP, and Minister for 
Trade, Tourism and Investment the Hon 
Steven Ciobo MP, launched the public 
consultation process for the white paper 
on 13 December 2016.

Ministers released a call for public 
submissions with a series of questions 
designed to prompt discussion and debate.

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSIONS 
AND MEETINGS WITH 
EMINENT INDIVIDUALS

The taskforce convened 15 roundtable 
discussions and participated in a further 
nine events hosted by other organisations. 
We are grateful for the enthusiastic support 
and engagement of the following partners: 
the Australian Strategic Policy Institute; the 
Lowy Institute for International Policy; the 
Australian National University (ANU); the 
US Studies Centre; the Perth USAsia Centre 
(partnering with the Sir Walter Murdoch 
School of Public Policy and International 
Affairs and the Australian Institute of 
International Affairs WA); the Australian 
Council for International Development 
(ACFID); Asialink; the Asia Society; and the 
Centre for Defence and Strategic Studies.

We held roundtables in all capital cities 
and in Geraldton and Toowoomba. The 
Minister for Foreign Affairs chaired two 
of the discussions, one in Perth and one 
in Sydney. The taskforce chaired the 
remaining roundtables.

The meetings were small by design, with 
around 15 to 20 participants who were 
drawn from business, academia, civil 
society, cultural and sporting groups, and 
bilateral and international institutions. 
Some covered the full spectrum of 
Australia’s international engagement, 
others focused on particular issues. We held 
the following issue-specific discussions:

– energy and resources (Perth)

– trade and investment (Sydney)

– international development (Melbourne 
and Canberra)

– small island states of the Pacific (Brisbane)

– China and the Indo-Pacific (Melbourne).

The taskforce also convened more than 
60 one-on-one meetings with prominent 
Australians, including former prime ministers, 
foreign ministers and trade ministers, senior 
business representatives, and subject matter 
experts from a range of fields.

In parallel with the public consultations,  
the taskforce engaged extensively with 
state and territory governments.

7



PUBLIC SUBMISSIONS

We received more than 9,200 submissions, 
including 616 individual submissions. The 
remainder were from organised campaigns, 
the largest being the ‘Campaign for 
Australian Aid’. 

Some participants responded directly to the 
six questions outlined in our call for public 
submissions. Others focused on specific 
challenges or issues of importance. 

The public submissions are available on 
the submissions page of the foreign policy 
white paper website. A list of submissions is 
also available at Annex 2.

SOCIAL MEDIA ENGAGEMENT

We used social media to encourage 
Australians to contribute to the discussion.

The official hashtag for the white paper’s 
social media engagement – #FPWhitePaper 
– was used throughout the public 
consultation process to engage in a 
two-way conversation about the future of 
Australia’s foreign policy. During the public 
consultation period, #FPWhitePaper was 
used more than 300 times, reaching about 
1 million users on Twitter alone.

When calling for submissions, we used 
Facebook to reach more than 300,000 users 
generating an additional 6,700 visits to the 
white paper website.

Foreign Minister Julie Bishop, used a 
Facebook Live event on 29 March 2017 to 
discuss the white paper and Australia’s 
international engagement. The event was 
moderated by Professor Simon Jackman 
from the US Studies Centre and has since 
attracted more than 27,000 viewers.

Foreign Minister Julie Bishop at the foreign policy white paper public consultation launch,  
Canberra, 13 December 2016. Photo credit: DFAT/Mark Graham.
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CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

01
AUSTRALIA’S FOREIGN POLICY NEEDS TO BE 
GROUNDED IN A CLEAR-EYED ASSESSMENT 
OF OUR NATIONAL INTERESTS. 

 →   How should we define Australia’s national 
interests in a changing world? How should 
our values underpin Australia’s foreign policy? 
What should we do differently? How can we 
do better?

02
AUSTRALIA HAS DIVERSE 
INTERESTS THAT SPAN THE GLOBE.

 →  Which countries will matter most to Australia 
over the next 10 years? Why and in what ways? 
How should we deepen and diversify key 
relationships? 

 →  Which global trends, such as developments 
in technology, environmental degradation 
and the role of non-state actors, are likely 
to affect Australia’s security and prosperity? 
How should Australia respond?

03
AUSTRALIA IS AN INFLUENTIAL 
PLAYER IN REGIONAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS.

 → Which regional and global organisations 
matter most to us? How should we support 
and shape them? How can we maximise 
our influence?

04
AUSTRALIA NEEDS TO BE AMBITIOUS 
IN GRASPING ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES. 

 →  What steps should be taken to maximise our 
trade and investment and expand commercial 
opportunities for Australian business? How 
can we ensure Australia is positioned to take 
advantage of opportunities in the global 
economy? What are the key risks to Australia’s 
future prosperity and how should we respond?

05
AUSTRALIA CONFRONTS A RANGE 
OF STRATEGIC, SECURITY AND 
TRANSNATIONAL CHALLENGES.

 → How can Australia best deal with instability 
beyond our borders? How can our foreign  
policy, including our overseas development 
assistance program, support a more 
prosperous, peaceful and stable region? How 
should our international engagement work 
to protect Australia against transnational 
security threats, such as terrorism?

06
AUSTRALIA USES A RANGE OF ASSETS 
AND CAPABILITIES TO PURSUE OUR 
INTERNATIONAL INTERESTS. 

 →  What assets will we need to advance our 
foreign policy interests in future years? 
How can we best use our people and our 
assets to advance Australia’s economic, 
security and other interests and respond 
to external events? 

 →  How can Government work more effectively 
with non-government sectors, including 
business, universities and NGOs, to advance 
Australia’s interests?
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ENGAGING YOUNG PEOPLE 
ON AUSTRALIA’S FUTURE

The willingness and ability of younger 
Australians to think beyond existing 
policy paradigms and challenge the status 
quo was evident in a ‘youth policy hack’ 
organised by Asialink.

A policy hack draws inspiration from 
‘hackathons’ used in the technology sector 
to develop new and innovative ideas in a 
short time period. The youth policy hack 
was designed to leverage the community of 
young leaders who have working experience 
and cultural knowledge of the Asia region.

Leading up to the event, delegates were 
invited to develop a proposal to improve 
Australia’s regional engagement. Over 
the next several days, they engaged 
online, exchanging insights and providing 

feedback on ideas. Several of the most 
innovative proposals were selected for 
group discussion and the ideas were 
refined (or ‘hacked’) in breakout sessions.

These refined ideas were then pitched 
to the white paper taskforce, Asialink 
Group CEO Jenny McGregor and Asialink 
Chairman, the Hon Andrew Robb, and a 
vote was taken to decide the winning idea. 
The champion of the winning idea, Natalie 
Kyriacou, was rewarded with an opportunity 
to present the policy recommendations of 
the top three proposals to the final plenary 
session of the Asialink roundtable. Natalie 
was also invited to discuss the ideas further 
with the Foreign Minister’s office.

Natalie Kyriacou presenting at the ‘youth policy hack’ roundtable hosted by Asialink, 
supported by PwC, Melbourne, 22 February 2017. Photo credit: Asialink.
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Trade, Tourism and Investment Minister Steven Ciobo at the Global Heads of 
Mission Meeting, Canberra, 28 March 2017. Photo credit: DFAT.

GLOBAL HEADS OF 
MISSION MEETING

To inform the white paper’s development, 
Australia’s heads of mission (our overseas 
ambassadors, high commissioners and 
consuls-general) met on 28 and 29 March 
2017 in Canberra for the inaugural Global 
Heads of Mission Meeting.

Here, heads of mission were able to debate 
and contest the ideas heard during the 
public consultations, test some of our early 
thinking, and provide their perspectives on 
current challenges in foreign policy.

On 30 March, heads of mission travelled to 
state and territory capitals, and to regional 
centres and towns including Karratha 
(Western Australia), Naracoorte (South 
Australia), Devonport (Tasmania), Mildura 
(Victoria), Wagga Wagga (New South Wales) 
and Mackay (Queensland). They met with 
business and community groups, explained 
how international engagement benefits 
all Australians, and sought feedback 
from the community on how government 
should respond to challenges in the 
international environment.
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ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSIONS AND REGIONAL 
VISITS BY GLOBAL HEADS OF MISSION
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OF MISSION MEETING
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WHITE PAPER SOCIAL MEDIA ENGAGEMENT

This white paper will 
enable and inform a serious 
and thoughtful discussion 
about how we can make 
Australia stronger, safer 
and more prosperous in the 
21st century. I encourage 
you to participate by 
providing a submission.

Prime Minister the Hon  
Malcolm Turnbull MP

The white paper is an opportunity for DFAT and others in 
government to join a conversation about Australia’s place in 
the world. In the face of uncertainty, and at a time of significant 
economic opportunity, I urge all Australians to work with us to 
ensure our country continues to be safe, prosperous and influential.

DFAT Secretary Frances Adamson
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Sydney Harbour Bridge, New South Wales. The white 
paper taskforce held roundtable discussions in New 
South Wales, 8, 10, 23 February and 3 March 2017.
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KEY THEMES ARISING FROM 
THE CONSULTATIONS

WHAT KIND OF WORLD?

Australians are resilient and optimistic, not 
easily frightened by the prospect of change 
in the international environment. Despite 
anticipating a complex and potentially 
volatile world, most participants were 
undaunted by the challenges ahead and saw 
opportunities for Australia in the changing 
geostrategic landscape.

“For middle-sized countries like Australia, 
periods of flux and uncertainty are the 
times of greatest opportunity.”

Professor John Blaxland and Dr Andrew Carr, 
ANU (submission)

Many participants noted the diversity and 
sheer number of trends driving significant 
change globally, including climate change, 
demographic shifts, urbanisation, the 
rise of China, rapid technological change 
and popular opposition to globalisation. 
There was uncertainty too, about how the 
United States would exercise international 
leadership into the future.

There were diverse views about how 
Australia should best respond to this 
changing world. Most people we spoke to, 
nonetheless, believed Australia’s interests 
would be served by its strong bilateral 
partnerships and by continuing to support 
international law and other rules and norms 
to guide international trade and manage 
threats to peace and security. Many big 
global challenges were seen as solvable 
only through multilateral cooperation. 

A number of people argued that the 
international outlook meant Australia 
would need to work harder and be more 
creative in our international engagement  
in order to shape events to our advantage.

VALUES AND AUSTRALIA’S 
FOREIGN POLICY

“Australia’s values are more important 
than ever before and need to be 
articulated in its foreign policy in a 
way which resonates with its domestic 
population and which differentiates and 
creates influence and value for Australia 
in a meaningful way.”

King & Wood Mallesons (submission)

Many people said it was important that 
Australia’s foreign policy be informed by 
a clear set of values. These were defined 
in varying ways. Most frequent were 
references to democracy, the rule of 
law, human rights, gender equality and 
‘a fair go’ for all. Australia was seen as 
embodying a cooperative approach to 
international relations.

Some participants also saw Australia’s 
commitment to economic openness as 
a value in itself, arguing that remaining 
open to international trade, investment 
and migration was essential to our 
future prosperity.

A foreign policy guided by values was 
seen by many as more than an exercise 
in altruism. Societies that protected the 
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Foreign Minister Julie Bishop chairing a roundtable, Perth, 3 February 2017. Photo credit: DFAT.

freedom and rights of their citizens and that 
were governed according to the rule of law 
were regarded as more likely to be stable 
and prosperous. A more prosperous and 
secure world benefited Australia. 

Others saw values as a good foundation 
from which to communicate to everyday 
Australians about international relations. 
They encouraged clearer and simpler 
explanations on why foreign policy 
mattered to our future.

“Foreign policy is not an elite, secret 
activity that affects only the powerful 
or political. For an open economy like 
Australia – with mobile citizens in a 
volatile but interconnected region – it 
is the stuff of everyday life. Therefore, 
we must increase endeavours to explain 
Australian foreign policy in accessible 
and transparent ways to all kinds of 
domestic audiences.”

Associate Professor Susan Harris-Rimmer, 
Griffith University (submission)

PRIORITY REGIONS 
FOR AUSTRALIA’S 
INTERNATIONAL 
ENGAGEMENT

INDO-PACIFIC

We found a great deal of energy and 
optimism about the opportunities for 
Australia in our dynamic region, along 
with a clear-eyed sense of some risks 
and challenges.

“With Asia holding six of Australia’s 
top 10 two-way trading partners, a 
growing Asian presence through new 
international bodies… and an increasing 
portion of Australia’s overseas born and 
migrant population coming from Asia, 
Australia and Asia’s future will remain 
closely entwined.”

Abt Associates (submission)
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Most people saw Australia’s future 
prosperity and security as inextricably 
linked to developments in the Indo-Pacific. 
The shift of global economic and strategic 
weight to our part of the world was seen 
both as inexorable and an extraordinary 
economic opportunity for Australia.

The efforts of successive Australian 
governments to build our economic, 
security and people-to-people links with our 
region were recognised. The New Colombo 
Plan was highlighted as a strong example 
of practical regional engagement in action 
and some called for Australia to redouble 
such efforts. A few argued that Australians 
should be made even more aware of a 
future in which many of the world’s biggest 
economies and most powerful nations 
would be in our region. There was broad 
consensus that it was vitally important 
for Australians to engage directly with 
Asian society and people and be more 
knowledgeable about the regional economic 
environment into the future.

Australia’s relationship with China was top 
of mind for many people.

China’s extraordinary economic growth 
was frequently identified as the defining 
geopolitical shift of our time. Many saw it 
as the single most important factor behind 
Australia’s strong economic performance 
over the past 26 years. Deepening 
Australia’s links to China was seen as one of 
our most important foreign policy priorities. 
One submission simply urged Australia to 
‘think big’ when it came to China.

“Australia does $150 billion of two-way 
trade with China each year, and 
signing of the China–Australia Free 
Trade Agreement (ChAFTA) means 
there is potential for this to increase 
substantially. But more than 125 other 
countries in the world also name China 
as their number one trading partner. We 
cannot assume that we have a special 
right to the Chinese market by default; 
we must not take our relationship 
for granted.”

Australia China Business Council (submission)

Asia Society roundtable, Sydney, 23 February 2017. Photo credit: Asia Society / Ellis Cowan.
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Participants also identified India 
and Indonesia as countries of first 
order importance.

A number of participants supported a 
strong focus on Indonesia, with some 
arguing that Australia’s influence was 
slipping as that country increasingly 
looked north.

Strong productive partnership with 
other South East Asian partners 
were also identified as important to 
Australia’s interest.

A number of participants saw India as an 
important economic and security partner 
whose regional role and influence would 
continue to grow. Investing in the bilateral 
relationship would deliver dividends for 
both countries well into the future.

Some participants wanted Australia to 
encourage Japan to play a more prominent 
role in regional economic and security 
affairs. A number proposed that Australia 
and Japan work together to ensure 
the United States continued to engage 
constructively in the region.

Mirroring public opinion polling, we found 
broad and strong support for Australia’s 
alliance with the United States. Some 
nonetheless cautioned against taking 
domestic public support for the Alliance 
for granted. They saw generational 
change as potentially eroding interest 
in and commitment to the Alliance, and 

argued for a strong government narrative 
on the importance of the relationship to 
Australia’s security.

“Our US alliance, when skilfully managed, 
remains a strong asset in Australia’s 
regional endeavours.”

Asialink roundtable

The importance of our substantial economic 
relationship with the United States, 
including two-way investment flows, was 
widely recognised.

Some people we consulted were concerned 
that United States’ policies on issues such 
as free trade and support for multilateral 
cooperation were diverging from both 
Australian policy settings and our values.

For some, this meant Australia should 
adopt a more independent foreign policy 
within the framework of the Alliance. 
A strong counterpoint put to us was 
that the closeness of relations between 
Australia and the United States reflected a 
convergence of national interests on issues 
such as security in the Indo-Pacific and 
fighting terrorism.

The ongoing presence of the United States 
in the Indo-Pacific was seen as an important 
contributor to regional stability and 
prosperity, and vital to Australia’s interests.

Foreign Minister Julie Bishop chairing a roundtable, Sydney, 10 February 2017. Photo credit: DFAT.
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United States Studies Centre roundtable, Sydney, 8 February 2017. Photo credit: United States Studies Centre.

A few were concerned that the ANZUS 
Treaty – the cornerstone of our defence 
relationship with the United States – 
was not sufficiently institutionalised 
in comparison to other formal defence 
arrangements (such as NATO), and 
recommended stronger Alliance 
management architecture.

We found support for Australia’s strong 
engagement with regional forums such as 
APEC and the East Asia Summit. These were 
viewed as important institutions for building 
cooperation and dialogue and promoting 
economic integration. There was support 
too from many participants for Australian 
engagement with new forums, such as the 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank and 
with China’s Belt and Road Initiative.

Some participants also argued for a 
stronger focus by Australia on the Indian 
Ocean Rim. This region, which spans the 
west coast of Australia, through Southeast 
Asia, India, the Middle East and Africa, is 
home to around 2.3 billion people.

“Our emphasis of the past 75 years of 
peace and stability in the Asia–Pacific 
needs now to be matched with policy 
and strategic equivalence for the Indian 
Ocean region.”

Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(submission)

A number of participants suggested the 
Australian Government could be more 
nimble and pragmatic in identifying 
coalitions of ‘like-mindeds’ in our region, 
and encouraged us to become more 
comfortable working with less traditional 
partners. There was support for Australia 
playing a lead role in forums that served our 
interests even when ‘familiar champions of 
our shared values’ were not involved.

Seizing economic opportunity in 
the Indo-Pacific was a focus of 
many discussions.

Most saw the region’s economy as 
continuing to grow strongly despite some 
risks in China and elsewhere. Many pointed 
to the growing Indo-Pacific middle class 
as an Australian opportunity, noting that 
as regional countries grow, demand for a 
range of services and premium agricultural 
products will also increase.

We heard many stories of innovative and 
committed companies finding commercial 
success in the region. Still, most business 
people and industry organisations 
emphasised that Australia would have to 
earn its economic future in the Indo-Pacific 
– opportunity would simply not fall into our 
laps. Markets were competitive and doing 
business in emerging economies in the 
Indo-Pacific was often difficult. Companies 
had to do their research and look for the 
right market niche.
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Asialink roundtable supported by PwC, Melbourne, 22 February 2017. Photo credit: Asialink.

Some people we spoke to argued there were 
too few Australian companies in the export 
business and that many businesses were 
too comfortable in Australia. Others noted 
that only a relatively small proportion of 
Australia’s overseas investment was in Asia.

While there was broad agreement about 
the opportunities economic growth in the 
Indo-Pacific offered Australia, there were 
more divergent views on the extent to 
which shifting power balances in the region 
posed risks for Australia and if so, how they 
might be managed.

China’s growing power came up regularly. 
Many people we spoke to framed China’s rise 
as an unprecedented economic opportunity 
for Australia. Even so, we did hear concerns 
about the risk of destabilising strategic 
rivalry between the United States and China. 
Such a scenario was seen as the most serious 
potential challenge to Australia’s security 
and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific. Strong 
Australian relations with both countries and 
effective regional institutions were seen as 
helping to mitigate those risks.

Some thought that, as China grew more 
powerful, it would become harder for 
Australia to balance its economic interests 
in the bilateral relationship with our 
strategic interests in a strong alliance with 
the United States and in a rules-based 
region. A number of participants called for 

stronger dialogue between business and 
government on our economic and security 
interests in the region.

“Australia’s economic relationships have 
been largely separated from its security 
and geopolitical relationships in the 
region. Business has been able to get 
on with doing business while elected 
representatives and public servants 
dealt with issues of national security...
we can no longer separate our economic 
and security interests.”

PwC (submission)

Some people we spoke to were worried 
about the potential for an increasingly 
powerful China to exercise undue 
influence on Australian public opinion 
or decision-making. The resilience and 
integrity of Australian institutions and 
transparency were seen as the best 
antidote to such risks.

Some people also saw risks in the 
concentration of Australia’s export 
trade in Asia and argued for greater 
efforts to build new markets globally. 
It was noted for example that an economic 
crisis in China could have a significant 
impact on Australia’s economy. Others 
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countered that we had no choice but to 
take full advantage of the opportunities 
presented in the Indo-Pacific.

The growing threat from terrorism 
in Southeast Asia and North Korea’s 
destabilising nuclear and missile programs 
were among other security and strategic 
risks raised during the consultations.

OUR NEAREST NEIGHBOURS

The island states of the Pacific were a 
focus for those with direct interests in the 
region as well as those with an interest in 
international development.

There was agreement that events in the 
Pacific directly affect Australia’s national 
interests and that Australia’s continuing 
involvement in the region would be critical 
over the coming decade. Some participants 
called for greater effort by Australia to 
help address the region’s environmental 
and economic challenges. In our Pacific 
roundtable there was strong support for 
greater integration of Pacific island states 
with Australia’s economy, including through 
more flexible labour mobility arrangements. 

Some saw the growing involvement in the 
Pacific by a range of external powers as a 
challenge to Australian influence and to the 
coordination of development assistance and 
other nation-building support. 

 
“The Pacific islands matter to Australia; 
the foreign policy white paper… 
need[s] to outline a clear, coherent 
and committed approach to improving 
Australia’s relationships and enhancing 
our influence in the region.”

Dr Joanne Wallis, Strategic and Defence Studies 
Centre, ANU (submission)

OTHER BILATERAL PARTNERS AND REGIONS

Outside of the Indo-Pacific, Africa 
was most often raised as a region that 
warranted more attention in Australia’s 
foreign policy. Development, business and 
Western Australian participants emphasised 
that Africa’s needs aligned with Australia’s 
areas of comparative advantage. They 
warned that overlooking Africa’s natural 
wealth and ‘increasingly informed and 
dynamic citizenry’ would come at a cost. 
The resources sector was seen as leading 
government in this regard.

“Australia is one of the top investors in 
mineral exploration in Africa. There 
are currently more than 170 Australian 
stock exchange listed mining and other 
resource companies operating over 400 
projects in some 35 African countries… 
Nowhere else in the world do Australian 
mining firms have so much invested.”

Australia-Africa Minerals and Energy Group 
(submission)

Perhaps because our own region tended 
to be uppermost in people’s mind, there 
were relatively few references to Australia’s 
relationships and interests with other 
countries and regions of the world. Europe 
and the Middle East were not, for example 
generally a focus of discussion, even though 
Australia’s economic and security interests 
are substantially and importantly engaged 
in both regions.

Some participants supported stronger 
engagement with Latin America, 
particularly as a way of guarding against 
over-reliance on key Indo-Pacific markets. 
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TRADE, INVESTMENT 
AND ECONOMIC ISSUES

Our consultations were an important 
opportunity to talk to a wide cross-section 
of business and industry groups, as well 
as state and territory governments, 
representatives from the trade union 
movement and civil society, about the four 
pillars of Australia’s economic diplomacy: 
promoting trade, encouraging growth, 
attracting investment, and supporting 
Australian business.

Most participants recognised the 
importance of Australia continuing to 
support, and be active in, the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) even though there 
was little prospect of a comprehensive 
multilateral trade negotiation round for  
the foreseeable future.

A number of participants suggested 
Australia could do better in promoting the 
contemporary relevance of the WTO. Some 
wanted Australia to be more active in WTO 
dispute settlement processes. Others noted 
there were still opportunities to progress 
issues like investment, non-tariff barriers 
and services trade liberalisation in the WTO.

“The rules-based nature of the WTO 
system remains the foundation of the 
global economy.”

ANZ (submission)

Businesses and industry groups generally 
welcomed the market access opportunities 
opened by recent free trade agreements 
(FTAs), including with China, Japan and the 
Republic of Korea. They supported current 
negotiations with Indonesia, India, the 
European Union and others. Support for 
FTAs was broad. Some participants noted 
the potential regulatory and other costs 
of overlapping trade agreements. Some 
participants saw value in the unilateral 
removal of remaining Australian tariffs. 

Others wanted FTAs to make stronger 
commitments to shared prosperity and 
sustainable development. 

Agricultural exports, access for services 
exports, e-commerce and dealing with 
behind the border barriers to trade 
(including in relation to recognition of 
standards and regulatory coherence) were 
often emphasised as priorities for business. 
So too was the importance of tapping 
into global value chains (GVCs). Many 
participants said GVCs were at the heart 
of modern trade and that the government 
needed to do more to help Australian 
businesses access them.

Some participants were interested in 
realising the gains of the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP) following the United 
States’ withdrawal from this agreement. 
Others wanted to accelerate negotiations 
on regional trade agreements, such as 
the Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP) and the Pacific 
Agreement on Closer Economic Relations 
(PACER Plus).

Business organisations wanted close 
engagement with government on trade 
negotiations. The Business Partnership 
Group aligned to the Indonesia–Australia 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
Agreement was identified as a good 
example of this cooperation. Some 
individuals we spoke to called for stronger 
support from Australia’s diplomatic 
network for companies dealing with market 
access or political risk problems.

A number of participants wanted the 
Commonwealth and state and territory 
governments to better coordinate their 
international engagement. State and 
territory governments, for example, have 
intensified international engagement 
efforts in recent years, opening their  
own overseas offices.

A strong theme running through many of 
our consultations was that protectionism 
was a threat to Australia’s prosperity. We 
found very strong support for Australia 
remaining an open and outward looking 
country. Some people we spoke to 
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emphasised the importance of making 
the national interest case regularly to 
Australians to highlight the importance  
of trade, investment and skilled migration.

“Australia’s ability to trade with 
other countries and attract foreign 
investment directly impacts its economic 
growth. Accordingly, our international 
engagement and competitiveness is 
more important than that of many 
other nations that are less reliant 
on foreign investment and trade, 
particularly as our savings continue to 
be inadequate to fund the projects and 
infrastructure required for a sound and 
sustainable economy.”

Business Council of Australia (submission)

A number of participants emphasised 
the importance of ensuring Australia’s 
foreign investment rules were transparent, 
predictable and rules-based. Consistency 
in the application of these rules was seen 
as important to Australia remaining an 
attractive investment destination.

 
“Without foreign owned businesses, 
Australia’s living standards would 
be lower, unemployment would be 
higher and the country’s medium term 
prospects weaker.”

Minerals Council of Australia (submission)

How best to respond to potential 
future labour market “disruptions” 
from technological change and trade 
competition was a focus for a number 
of participants. The importance of 
ensuring that Australians were able to 
take advantage of the opportunities of 
globalisation was emphasised, along with 
the need to help workers adapt to change. 
One organisation argued that Australia’s 
international economic and trade policies 
should be geared towards generating not 
just more jobs, but also better jobs.

 
“…more jobs need to be better jobs…” 

Australian Council of Trade Unions (submission)

Regional roundtable, Toowoomba, 16 February 2017. Photo credit: DFAT.
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Youth roundtable, co-hosted by the Perth USAsia Centre, the Australian Institute of International Affairs WA 
and Sir Walter Murdoch School of Public Policy and International Affairs, Perth, 2 February 2017.  
Photo credit: DFAT.

Many participants highlighted the 
close connection between Australia’s 
international and domestic policies. 
To take full advantage of international 
opportunities, Australia needed to have 
the right domestic policy settings in 
place. A number of participants called 
on the government to act domestically 
(for example through reductions in 
the corporate tax rate and regulatory 
reform) to retain Australia’s international 
competitiveness and economic resilience 
over the coming decade. Others stressed 
the importance of ensuring multinational 
companies did not avoid their tax 
paying responsibilities.

GLOBAL CHALLENGES

Global security issues were a concern 
for some participants in the consultation 
process. A policy focus on proliferation 
risks was encouraged, including in relation 
to conventional weapons and weapons 
of mass destruction. Some thought the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
regime would come under pressure in the 
coming decade and supported efforts to 
keep nuclear weapons out of our region.

“Australia, in common with other 
international powers…is confronting 
a range of strategic, security and 
transnational challenges resulting 
from the rapidly evolving global 
environment...Australia’s response 
should be characterised by a shift 
towards early warning and timely 
conflict prevention; and the associated 
furthering of preventive diplomacy.”

International Crisis Group (submission)
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A number of participants predicted that 
acts of terrorism and cyber threats would 
intensify over the coming decade, requiring 
an innovative and agile response from 
government. Radicalisation, transboundary 
health threats and maritime security were 
also identified as areas of heightened risk 
to Australia.

Some participants argued that we need to 
broaden our concept of security to include 
‘human security’, reflecting the challenges 
posed by climate change, pandemics, 
conflict and migration.

A number of participants called on 
government to maintain its commitment 
to global peacekeeping and conflict 
prevention efforts including by continuing 
to work closely with the United Nations.

There was support for a strong emphasis 
on human rights in Australia’s international 
engagement, with a particular but not 
exclusive focus on our region. Some 
participants wanted stronger bilateral and 
regional human rights dialogue. There was 
support for Australian efforts to promote 
good governance, the rule of law, space 
for civil society, and gender equality and 
women’s empowerment. Some also wanted 
Australia to be a more vocal advocate for 
abolishing the death penalty.

 
“In these difficult times, it is even more 
important that Australia recommits 
to human rights principles as a 
fundamental part of its foreign policy…
Australia should do this not just because 
it is the right thing to do, but because 
the country’s long-term economic and 
security interests are best served in a 
region that respects rights and the rule 
of law.”

Human Rights Watch (submission)

Environmental issues were a high priority 
for many, including at our youth roundtable 
in Perth. Climate change was often cited 
as one of the most important challenges 
facing Australia in the coming decade, and 
a number of participants called for action 
on climate change and the environment 
across Australia’s international engagement. 
Many recognised the multi-dimensional 
aspects of climate change, seeing it as an 
environmental, developmental and security 
challenge. Some called for the white paper 
to restate Australia’s commitment to the 
Paris Agreement.

Trade and investment roundtable, Sydney, 10 February 2017. Photo credit: DFAT.
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“The rise of non-traditional security 
issues such as climate change, 
cyber-security and terrorism means 
Australia must engage with partners in 
these emerging theatres. Australia must 
prioritise mitigating and responding 
to the effects of climate change 
or risk an increasingly threatening 
strategic environment.”

Youth Roundtable hosted by the Perth USAsia 
Centre, the Australian Institute of International 
Affairs WA and Sir Walter Murdoch School of 
Public Policy and International Affairs

There was strong support for stepping 
up efforts to help our neighbours with 
adaptation measures and to strengthen 
their resilience to climate change. Some 
saw Australia’s ability to help our Pacific 
island partners to respond to the effects 
of climate change as a critical test of our 
regional leadership.

Migration featured prominently throughout 
the consultations, with views reflecting 
the complexity of this issue as well as the 
diversity of community sentiment.

Businesses and industry groups supported 
open migration when this made economic 
sense, for example by allowing access to a 
pool of global talent.

Civil society, trade union groups and 
some individual submissions called for a 
compassionate and proactive approach 
to addressing global migration issues, 
including mass displacement. 

Some submissions called for a tightening of 
migration policies to protect Australia from 
an influx of ‘outsiders’. Others called on the 
government to close Australia’s borders 
to specific religious groups. A number 
called for policies that facilitated faster 
assimilation of new migrants.

Youth roundtable, co-hosted by the Perth USAsia Centre, the Australian Institute of 
International Affairs WA and Sir Walter Murdoch School of Public Policy and International 
Affairs, Perth, 2 February 2017. Photo credit: DFAT.
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International development roundtable, Canberra, 14 February 2017. Photo credit: DFAT.

DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE

There was strong support throughout 
the consultations – including through 
a coordinated campaign (see following 
‘Campaign for Australian Aid’ box) – for 
Australia’s development assistance program. 
It was viewed as both integral to achieving 
Australia’s foreign policy objectives and a 
reflection of Australian values.

 
“Within Australia’s foreign policy 
architecture, international aid and 
development should be assigned the 
same level of priority as defence, trade 
and diplomacy as a means to achieve 
Australian security and prosperity.”

Australian Council for International Development 
(submission)

A number of submissions discussed the 
role of the aid program as a valuable tool to 
increase Australia’s influence and strengthen 
our relationships in the region.

Views differed on how much development 
assistance Australia should provide. A 
number of non-government organisations 
urged the government to increase funding 
levels to 0.7 per cent of gross national income 
by 2030 (Australia’s overseas development 
assistance is currently 0.23 per cent of gross 
national income, making it the 13th largest 
OECD aid donor). Others wanted funding to 
be increased only when Australia’s economic 
position had improved.

Many participants argued for a new public 
narrative on why aid mattered and why it was 
in Australia’s national interest to maintain a 
strong and generous development assistance 
program. Some participants suggested 
there was potential for business to do 
more to advocate for human rights, and 
support entrepreneurship and development 
outcomes in the region. There were calls for 
better measurement of the effectiveness of 
development assistance as a defence against 
further cuts to the aid budget.

Many participants supported the 
government’s focus on gender equality  
and women’s empowerment in development 
cooperation. 
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There was support also for the aid for 
trade agenda. One group argued, however, 
that aid for trade put Australian companies’ 
interests first, ahead of the aid recipients 
themselves. There were also arguments 
for a clearer development focus in 
trade negotiations.

A number of non-government organisations 
urged the government to deliver on the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

 
“Together, the Sustainable Development 
Goals and the Paris Agreement provide 
a clear roadmap for Australia to play a 
key role as a champion and leader for 
global sustainable development and 
climate action.”

World Wide Fund for Nature-Australia (submission)

There was broad support for Australia’s 
focus on the Indo-Pacific region,  
however some also wanted an increase  
in development assistance for Africa.

For a number of participants, rapid 
economic growth in the Asia region 
meant the government should consider 
winding down assistance in traditional 
sectors, like health and education, to focus 
on economic and political reform. For 
others, serious development challenges 
and persistent income inequality across 
Asia meant Australia needed to maintain 
a focus on these sectors, as well as basic 
service delivery.

There was support for Australia to continue 
helping countries respond to natural 
disasters. Some participants argued that 
Australia should continue to work with the 
rest of the world to alleviate suffering in  
the worst humanitarian disaster zones.

Melissa Conley Tyler from the Australian Institute of International Affairs at the launch of public 
consultations, Canberra, 13 December 2016. Photo credit: DFAT/Mark Graham.
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CAMPAIGN FOR AUSTRALIAN AID
The Campaign for Australian Aid generated 
8,527 white paper submissions.

The campaign centred on the importance 
of Australia’s aid program which, it argued, 
should be focused on ending poverty not 
promoting Australia’s interests.

Climate change was identified as 
“the greatest threat to our region’s 
future prosperity”.

The campaign supported Australia’s strong 
leadership on gender equality, expressing 
confidence in Australia’s ability to “lead 
the world to end violence towards women 
and girls”.

The campaign also called for a doubling 
of the budget for emergency assistance, 
an open and welcoming approach towards 
refugees and a strong defence of basic 
human rights.

Campaign for Australian Aid meeting, Melbourne, 15 February 2017. 
Photo credit: Campaign for Australian Aid.

MAXIMISING AUSTRALIA’S 
NATIONAL STRENGTHS

Some people we spoke to called for Australia 
to pay more attention to developing its 
‘soft power’. This term is used to describe a 
country’s ability to shape the preferences 
and actions of other countries through 
appeal and attraction, rather than through 
the use of force or financial muscle.

Australia was seen to have considerable 
soft power assets, including our

– education, science and technology 
expertise

– strong tourism appeal

– large and diverse migrant communities

– arts and cultural institutions

– passion for sport and expertise in hosting 
large international sporting events.

Australia’s long history of forging closer ties 
with our neighbours through educational 
exchanges was strongly supported. A 
number of participants welcomed the 
New Colombo Plan – which supports 
Australian undergraduate students to 
study and undertake internships in our 
region – and recommended expanding the 
scheme to postgraduate students. Others 
suggested the government do more to 
engage the Australia Awards alumni, a 
large network of recipients of Australian 
Government-sponsored scholarships 
and fellowships.

“One of the contributing factors 
underpinning the success of 
international education in Australia 
has been the whole-of-government 
commitment to international education 
– a commitment other countries have yet 
to replicate.”

Universities Australia (submission)
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Energy and resources roundtable, Perth, 2 February 2017. Photo credit: DFAT.

There was also support for Australia’s 
tourism sector, which was viewed as highly 
effective in projecting Australia’s image and 
reputation internationally.

“In setting Australia’s foreign policy 
guidelines for the next 10 years, I believe 
we should see the tourism industry as 
an instrument for advancing Australia’s 
national interests.”

Christine Holgate, CEO, Blackmores (submission)

Participants encouraged the government 
to better use the links between migrant 
communities and their countries of origin 
to facilitate enhanced international 
trade, investment and other 
commercial opportunities.

Sport was identified as a key soft power 
asset to showcase Australia’s identity, 
values and culture. A number of participants 
advocated for enhancing our sports 
diplomacy to inform, engage and influence 
key demographics, particularly young 
emerging leaders and women and girls.

“Sport connects with people culturally 
and sometimes even emotionally. A 
single global language. Sport, being such 
a central part of Australia’s identity, 
merits a strong place within Australian 
foreign policy.”

Elise Holman (submission)
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Some advocated for greater investment in 
public diplomacy as a tool for projecting 
Australia’s image to the world. There 
were calls for a more modern approach 
to public diplomacy focused on two-way 
engagement. A number of participants 
suggested the government needed to do 
better on digital diplomacy or risk being left 
behind. The use of Track 1.5 (government 
and non-government representatives 
engaging together in dialogue) and  
Track 2 diplomacy (unofficial dialogue 
between non-government representatives) 
to deepen Australia’s relationships in the 
region was encouraged.

Some participants, particularly in business, 
suggested Australia’s soft power could 
be enhanced by a single national brand. 
They believed Australia’s ability to promote 
itself through a single, powerful concept 
was diluted by inconsistent branding 
for education, tourism and the general 
‘Australia Unlimited’ brand. Participants 
thought New Zealand was doing better at 

promoting itself internationally, with many 
admiring the simplicity and effectiveness 
of its ‘100% pure New Zealand’ brand. 
One industry group advocated for the 
mandatory use of a national brand for any 
organisation receiving federal funds and 
operating internationally.

Some participants argued that in an 
uncertain world Australia needed to devote 
more resources to diplomacy in Australia 
and overseas.

“As our interests in Asia grow, the 
need for a strong and agile diplomatic 
network as well as a capable and ready 
headquarters at home also increases.”

PwC (submission)

Others advocated stronger coordination 
between federal and state and territory 
governments on our respective international 
agendas and overseas presence.
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Geraldton Port at sunset, Western Australia. Foreign Minister 
Julie Bishop and the white paper taskforce held roundtable 
discussions in Western Australia, 1 February 2017.
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GLOSSARY

Aid for Trade

Assistance provided to developing countries 
to address their internal constraints to 
trade, such as cumbersome regulations and 
poor infrastructure.

APEC

An economic cooperation forum 
established in 1989, involving 21 economies 
in the Asia Pacific region (Australia, Brunei 
Darussalam, Canada, Chile, China, Hong 
Kong China, Indonesia, Japan, Republic 
of Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, 
Papua New Guinea, Peru, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Russia, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, 
the United States and Vietnam).

Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank

A multilateral bank focused on 
infrastructure investment in the Asian 
region across a range of sectors, 
including transport, energy, water 
and communications.

Australia Awards

Australian scholarships and fellowships 
that fund study, research and professional 
development in Australia, and support the 
study of Australian students overseas.

Australia-New Zealand-United States 
Alliance (ANZUS)

The security treaty between Australia,  
New Zealand and the United States  
of America signed in San Francisco,  
1 September 1951 and which entered  
into force on 29 April 1952.

Behind the border barriers

Barriers to trade and investment operating 
inside countries rather than at the 
border, such as standards, professional 
qualifications, intellectual property rights 
and competition rules.

China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)

A Chinese economic and strategic 
initiative. Under BRI China plans to invest 
in major infrastructure projects along land 
and sea routes to promote connectivity 
within Eurasia, Africa and possibly other 
regions. BRI is also referred to as One Belt 
One Road (OBOR).

East Asia Summit

A regional leaders’ forum for strategic 
dialogue and cooperation on key challenges 
facing the East Asian region. Membership 
comprises the ten ASEAN countries 
(Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam), Australia, 
China, India, Japan, New Zealand, the 
Republic of Korea, the United States 
and Russia.

Free trade agreement (FTA)

An international treaty to reduce barriers 
to trade between signatory countries by 
eliminating tariffs and other restrictions 
on trade in goods and eliminating 
discrimination against service suppliers.
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Global value chain

The coordination of different activities 
across countries to bring a product from 
conception to end use, including research 
and development, manufacturing, design, 
management, marketing, distribution or 
post-sale services.

Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA)

An inter-governmental organisation 
established in 1997 to foster regional 
economic cooperation. Members include 
Australia, Bangladesh, the Comoros, 
India, Indonesia, Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Kenya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mauritius, 
Mozambique, Sultanate of Oman, 
Seychelles, Singapore, Somalia, South 
Africa, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Thailand, the 
United Arab Emirates and Yemen.

New Colombo Plan

A program to support Australians to study 
and undertake work-based learning in 
the Indo-Pacific region as part of their 
Australian undergraduate degrees, through 
scholarships and flexible mobility grants.

Non-tariff barriers

Barriers to trade (other than a tariff) 
such as quotas, import licensing systems, 
prohibitions, etc.

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty

A multilateral treaty designed to prevent 
the spread of nuclear weapons, to further 
the goals of nuclear disarmament and to 
promote cooperation in the peaceful uses 
of nuclear energy.

Pacific Agreement on Closer Economic 
Relations (PACER) Plus

A regional development-centred trade 
agreement between members of the Pacific 
Islands Forum. To date, 11 countries have 
signed the agreement (Australia, Cook 
Islands, Kiribati, Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, 
Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu 
and Vanuatu).

Pacific island states

Island nations (and territories) of the Pacific 
Ocean. Three major groups of islands in 
the Pacific Ocean are Polynesia, Micronesia 
and Melanesia.

Paris Agreement

A multilateral agreement within the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) dealing with greenhouse 
gases emissions, mitigation, adaptation and 
finance starting in the year 2020.

Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP)

A proposed regional FTA which would 
include the ten ASEAN Member States 
(Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam) and the 
six countries with ASEAN FTAs in force: 
Australia, China, India, Japan, the Republic 
of Korea and New Zealand.

Trans-Pacific Partnership

A regional free trade agreement negotiated 
between Australia, Brunei Darussalam, 
Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, 
Peru, New Zealand, Singapore, the 
United States and Vietnam. Negotiations 
concluded on 5 October 2015 and the 
Agreement was signed on 4 February 2016. 
The United States has since stated its 
intention not to become a party to the TPP. 

34



World Trade Organization (WTO)

Global international body established in 
1995 to deal with rules of trade between 
nations. The WTO’s series of multilateral 
arrangements set legal rules for 
international trade in goods and services 
and intellectual property. 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development

A globally agreed, long-term roadmap for 
development. It comprises the 17 Global 
Goals (also known as the Sustainable 
Development Goals) and the Addis Ababa 
Action Agenda on Financing for 
Development.

Australian Strategic Policy Institute roundtable, Canberra, 15 December 2016. Photo credit: DFAT.
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Shipping container yard, Australia. The white paper 
taskforce held roundtable discussions in every state 
and territory, 15 December 2016 - 3 March 2017.
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ANNEXES

ANNEX 1: ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSIONS

DATE LOCATION FOCUS/THEMES

2016

15 December Canberra ASPI roundtable

2017

1 February Geraldton Regional roundtable 

2 February Perth Perth USAsia Centre/AIIA/ Murdoch University youth roundtable

2 February Perth Energy and resources roundtable

3 February Perth General roundtable

6 February Melbourne General roundtable

7 February Melbourne ACFID Advisory Board meeting

7 February Melbourne Engaging with China and the region roundtable

8 February Sydney US Studies Centre roundtable

10 February Sydney General roundtable 

10 February Sydney Trade and investment roundtable

14 February Canberra Development roundtable

15 February Canberra Centre for Defence and Strategic Studies roundtable

16 February Canberra ANU roundtable

16 February Toowoomba Regional roundtable 

17 February Brisbane General roundtable 

17 February Brisbane Pacific-focused roundtable 

21 February Adelaide General roundtable

22 February Hobart General roundtable

22 February Melbourne Asialink roundtable

23 February Sydney Asia Society roundtable 

24 February Darwin General roundtable

3 March Sydney Roundtable with representatives of Youth Dialogues

3 March Sydney Lowy Institute roundtable

  TASKFORCE CONVENED (15)   EXTERNALLY HOSTED (9) 
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ANNEX 2: PUBLIC SUBMISSIONS

A

Abdel-Magied, Dr Midhat A

Abt Associates

Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia

Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia

Access Community Services Ltd

Access Now

ActionAid Australia

Aeras

Afghan Australian Development Organisation

AFS Intercultural Programs Australia

Ahmad, Shabbir

AID WATCH

Aither

Akhand, Andaleeb

Alexander, Max 

Alf

Ali PhD, Saleem H 

Alinta

Allen, Bridie 

Amnesty International Australia

Amos Aid Australia and Patmos Consulting

Andersen, Colin 

Anderson, Kym 

Andrews, Glenn 

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Ansara, Martha 

ANZ

Apostolova, Marina 

Arjunan, Dr Kannan 

Armytage, Dr Livingstone 

Arnett, Erin 

Arnett, Erin 

Arts Centre Melbourne

Asialink

Asia Society

Asian Development Bank

Asian Studies Association of Australia

Association for Defence & Security Studies

Association of Australian Convention Bureaux

Atchison, Julian 

Atticus

Aurizon

Ausfilm

Australasian Tuberculosis Forum

Australia Africa Chamber of Commerce

Australia Africa Minerals and Energy Group

Australia Arab Chamber of Commerce & Industry

Australia ASEAN Council Board

Australia China Business Council

Australia China Institute for Arts and Culture 
Western Sydney University

Australia China Youth Dialogue

Australia in the 21st Century group

Australia India Business Council

Australia India Institute

Australia Indonesia Business Council

Australia Indonesia Youth Association

Australia/Israel and Jewish Affairs Council

Australia Japan Business Co-operation 
Committee

Australia Japan Foundation Board

Australia Korea Business Council

Australia Latin America Business Council

Australia Palestine Advocacy Network

Australia Peru Chamber of Commerce Inc

Australia West Papua Association (Sydney)

Australia Zimbabwe Business Council

Australian Academy of Science

Australian Academy of the Humanities

Australian Anti Bases Campaign Coalition

Australian Broadcasting Corporation

Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Australian Chamber of Commerce in Korea

Australian Chamber of Commerce Shanghai

Australian Christian Lobby

Australian Churches Refugee Taskforce

Australian Civil Society Coalition on Women, 
Peace and Security
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