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Final Results after Special Votes 

The General Election of 23 September 2017 was New Zealand’s 52nd since general elections began in 1853. It 

was the eighth election conducted under the Mixed Member Proportional (MMP) voting system that was used 

first for the 1996 election. Following the counting of special votes and the release of the official results, there are 

five political parties and 120 members represented in the 52nd Parliament. This research paper summarizes 

differences between the preliminary (election night count) and the final election results, compares the 2017 

election result with that of 2014, shows trends in voter turnout, and analyses the demographic makeup of the 

52nd Parliament. 

Figure 1: Location of polling stations for the 2017 election 
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Figure 1 shows the location of the nearly 2,400 polling booths for the general electorates in New Zealand. On 

average there are 37 polling booths per general electorate; the highest number occurs in the Northland 

electorate (97), while Pakuranga and Kelston have the fewest polling booths (17 each). The largest general 

electorate, Clutha-Southland has an area of 37,378 sq km and 69 polling booths, or 1 booth per 542 sq km. Mt 

Albert is the general electorate with the highest density of polling booths – 1 booth per 0.8 sq km. 

Voting in the 2017 General Election began on 6 September when voters from overseas could download voting 

papers, vote in person at overseas posts, or vote by post. Voters in New Zealand were able to vote in advance 

of polling day (advance votes) from 11 September when the 485 advance voting places opened, up from the 

295 advance voting places in 2014. In total nearly 1.25 million (1,240,740) advance votes were cast in the 2017 

election, almost half (47.2%) of the total votes cast. In 2014, 717,579 voters cast an advance vote (29.7% of the 

total cast); in 2011 334,558 advance votes were cast, or about 14.8% of the total cast.1  

Table 1 shows trends in the number of candidates, seats, and parties since 1996. It shows, for example, that the 

total number of candidates contesting the 2017 election (534) was the lowest in MMP elections to date. The 49 

list seats are also the lowest number of list seats in parliament to date (41% of all seats); the number of 

electorate seats is now 71 (59% of all seats), up from 65 in 1996. In its 2012 review of MMP, the Electoral 

Commission noted that consideration should be given to fixing the ratio of electorate seats to list seats at 60:40 

to help maintain the diversity of representation and proportionality in parliament.2 The 60:40 ratio (72 electorate 

seats to 48 list seats) is likely to be in place for the 2020 election as a result of the redrawing of electoral 

boundaries by the Representation Commission following the 2018 census.  

Also of note is that 2017 is the first election since 2002 when no overhang has been created, and that the 

number of parties in parliament (five) is the lowest in any MMP election to date.  

 

Table 1: Candidates, Seats, Parties at New Zealand General Elections, 1996-20173 

  Candidates Electorates   Seats MPs 
per 

100,000 

Parties
# Election 

year  
Electorate* 

List 
only 

Total General Māori Total List Total 

1996 611 231 842 60 5 65 55 120 3.2 6 

1999 679 286 965 61 6 67 53 120 3.1 7 

2002 593 90 683 62 7 69 51 120 3.0 7 

2005 597 142 739 62 7 69 52 121 2.9 8 

2008 522 160 682 63 7 70 52 122 2.9 7 

2011 453 91 544 63 7 70 51 121 2.8 8 

2014 483 71 554 64 7 71 50 121 2.7 7 

2017 453 81 534 64 7 71 49 120 2.5 5 

                      
* Includes candidates for Māori electorates, electorate only candidates, and dual candidates (standing for both list and electorate).                                                                                                                                                                                       
# Parties gaining parliamentary representation; excludes Independents.  

 

The number of MPs per capita in 2017 was 2.5 per 100,000 people. This level of representation ranks New 

Zealand below the 34 member OECD average of 2.7 MPs per 100,000 people for lower chambers. The average 

among the 15 OECD members (including New Zealand) with unicameral parliaments, however, is much higher 

at 4.3 MPs per 100,000 people; Portugal, Hungary, Israel, Turkey, and the Republic of Korea have lower levels 

of representation per capita than New Zealand. 

                                                      
1 Electoral Commission, Advance Voting Statistics, http://www.elections.org.nz/events/2017-general-election/advance-voting-statistics  

2 Electoral Commission, Report of the Electoral Commission on the Review of the MMP Voting System, 29 October 2012, 
http://www.elections.org.nz/sites/default/files/bulk-upload/documents/Final_Report_2012_Review_of_MMP.pdf  

3 NZ Electoral Commission, The NZ Electoral Compendium 2002, p. 176; NZ Electoral Commission, http://www.elections.org.nz/news-media/party-and-
candidate-lists-2017-election  http://archive.ipu.org/parline-e/parlinesearch.asp https://esa.un.org/unpd/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/ 

http://www.elections.org.nz/events/2017-general-election/advance-voting-statistics
http://www.elections.org.nz/sites/default/files/bulk-upload/documents/Final_Report_2012_Review_of_MMP.pdf
http://www.elections.org.nz/news-media/party-and-candidate-lists-2017-election
http://www.elections.org.nz/news-media/party-and-candidate-lists-2017-election
http://archive.ipu.org/parline-e/parlinesearch.asp
https://esa.un.org/unpd/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/
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Table 2 shows the impact of the 422,094 valid special votes – accounting for about 16.3% of the total valid 

votes cast in the 2017 general election – on the election night count. The National Party’s final share of the party 

vote dropped 1.6 percentage points to 44.4%, resulting in the National Party’s initial allocation of 58 seats being 

reduced to a final entitlement of 56 seats. Special votes also saw the final share of the Labour Party increase 

1.1 percentage points and a final entitlement to 46 seats. The Green Party’s final share of the party vote 

increased 0.4 percentage points, enough to entitle them to eight seats in total. For other parties special votes 

altered their final share of the party vote without altering their final seat entitlement. The total number of MPs in 

the 52nd Parliament (120) was not affected by the counting of special votes.  

Table 2: 2017 Final Party Vote and Seat Count4 

  Valid Party Votes Final Seats 

  

Provisional (1) Final  
Provisional 
Share (%) 

Final 
Share (%) 

Electorate List Total 

National Party 998,813 1,152,075 46 44.4 41 15 56 

Labour Party 776,556 956,184 35.8 36.9 29 17 46 

New Zealand First 162,988 186,706 7.5 7.2 0 9 9 

Green Party 126,995 162,443 5.9 6.3 0 8 8 

ACT New Zealand 10,959 13,075 0.5 0.5 1 0 1 

The Opportunities Party 48,018 63,261 2.2 2.4 0 0 0 

Māori Party 23,456 30,580 1.1 1.2 0 0 0 

United Future 1,471 1,782 0.1 0.1 0 0 0 

Other (2) 20,546 25,790 0.9 1 0 0 0 

Total Valid Party Votes 2,169,802 2,591,896 100 100       

Informal / Disallowed Votes (3) 9,866 38,277           

Totals 2,179,668 2,630,173     71 49 120 

                

1.     Provisional figures are as at election night 23rd September; final figures are as at 20 October, 2017. The preliminary results 
(announced on election night) include all ordinary votes – those cast by people who appear on the printed roll in the voting place they 
go to, and that are cast either on Election Day or in advance of Election Day. Provisional figures exclude the special votes cast by 
voters who are overseas, or who are voting outside their electorate, or who are not on the printed roll for their electorate. Valid special 
votes are admitted to the final official count.  
2.     Final party votes for parties in the ‘Other’ category include: Aotearoa Legalise Cannabis Party (8,075); Conservative (6,253); 
MANA (3,642); Ban1080 (3,005); New Zealand People’s Party (1,890); NZ Outdoors Party (1,620); Democrats for Social Credit (806); 
Internet Party (499). 
3.     Informal Votes are votes cast by electors, qualified to vote, which are not counted because the ballot paper did not clearly indicate 
the party or the electorate candidate vote, or both. ‘Disallowed votes‘ are votes disallowed for one of the following reasons: no ground 
stated for a special vote, arrived late, declaration not enclosed, incomplete declaration, ballot paper not enclosed, or address invalid for 
electorate. 

Figure 2 shows the impact of special votes on the number of seats across MMP elections to date. In 1999, for 

example, the impact of special votes meant five parties and 14 seats were affected. Significantly, special votes 

saw the majority of seats held by the incoming Labour-Alliance coalition government on election night removed; 

subsequently it operated as a minority coalition government. Special votes in 1999 also affected the Green 

Party – which on election night had no seats in parliament – entitling the Green Party after final results to seven 

seats (including an electorate seat). In 2005 special votes reduced the total number of MPs in parliament from 

122 to 121 and thereby reduced the threshold required for confidence and supply for the governing coalition 

parties. 

                                                      
4 Electoral Commission: http://www.electionresults.govt.nz/ 

http://www.electionresults.govt.nz/
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Figure 2: The Impact of Special Votes: Seat Gains or Losses by Party  

 

Table 3 compares the 2014 election with those parties gaining parliamentary representation in 2017. The New 

Zealand Labour Party was the only party to see an increase in both its party vote share (up 11.8 percentage 

points) and its seat entitlement (14 more seats) between the two elections. The National Party lost 2.6 

percentage points, losing 4 seats compared to 2014. The New Zealand First Party lost 1.5 percentage points 

and two seats, the Green Party lost 4.4 percentage points and six seats, the Maōri Party lost 0.1 percentage 

points and both its seats, ACT New Zealand lost 0.2 percentage points but retained its one electorate, and 

United Future lost 0.1 percentage point and its only electorate seat. 

Table 3: Party Vote Share and Seats by Parliamentary Party: 2014 and 2017 

  Final Party Vote Share (%) Total Seats 

  2014 2017 
Change  
(% points) 2014 2017 Change 

National Party 47.0 44.4 -2.6 60 56 -4 

Labour Party 25.1 36.9 11.8 32 46 14 

New Zealand First  8.7 7.2 -1.5 11 9 -2 

Green Party 10.7 6.3 -4.4 14 8 -6 

Māori Party 1.3 1.2 -0.1 2 0 -2 

ACT New Zealand 0.7 0.5 -0.2 1 1 0 

United Future  0.2 0.1 -0.1 1 0 -1 

 

Party Vote Share and Parties in Parliament: 1972-2017 

Over the final eight elections conducted under the First-Past-the-Post (FPP) voting system, from 1972 to 1993, 

the National Party averaged 41.3% of the vote while the Labour Party averaged 41.0%. Over the eight elections 

conducted under the MMP voting system, from 1996 to 2017, the National Party has averaged 38.5% of the 

party vote which compares to the 34.1% average for the Labour Party. Figure 3 shows that the National Party’s 

share of the party vote in 2017 (44.4%) is the fourth-highest it has achieved under MMP. The Labour Party’s 

share of the vote in 2017 (36.9%) is also the fourth-highest it has achieved under MMP elections to date. 

Across the eight MMP elections to date, for the other current parliamentary parties who have contested more 

than one election, the average party vote share has been: 7.5% for the Green Party; 7.5% for New Zealand 

First; and 3.5% for ACT New Zealand. 
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The total vote share for the minor parties gaining representation in parliament has more than doubled under 

MMP compared to FPP elections – from an average of 9.5% over the FPP elections from 1972 to 1993 to an 

average of 23.2% under MMP elections from 1996 to 2017. In 2017 the three minor parties gaining 

parliamentary representation obtained well below this average at 14.0% share of the party vote; this is the 

lowest combined share of the party vote for the minor parties in any MMP election. 

Figure 3: Party Vote Share of Parties Represented in Parliament: 1972-2017 

 

Under FPP elections, from 1972 to 1993, representation in parliament was dominated by the two major parties, 

Labour and National. On average, these two parties captured 99% of the seats in parliament from a combined 

average of 82% of the vote from 1972 to 1993. In MMP elections between 1996 and 2017, Labour and National 

together have, on average, won just over three-quarters (76%) of the seats in parliament from a combined 

average of less than three-quarters (73%) of the total party vote. In the 2017 election, the two major parties 

recorded their largest combined vote under MMP, winning 85% of the seats between them (102 seats) from 

81% of the total party vote. 

Under FPP elections from 1972 to 1993, minor parties that gained parliamentary representation won about 1.3 

seats on average each election – about 1.3% of the seats from an average of 9.5% of the vote. In MMP 

elections, from 1996 to 2017, minor parties that gained parliamentary representation won, combined, around 29 

seats on average each election – or less than one-quarter (24%) of the seats from less than one quarter (23%) 

of the vote. In the 2017 election, the three minor parliamentary parties won 18 of the 120 seats (15%) from 14% 

of the vote – well below both the average seat share and the average vote shares for the minor parliamentary 

parties under MMP (see Figure 4).  
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Figure 4: Seats Won by Major and Minor Parliamentary Parties 

 

The Electorates 

All 71 electorate candidates who won their seats on election night were confirmed as the electorate 

representative after the counting of special votes. 

Of the 71 electorate seats, a majority (41) were won by the National Party, the same number it held following 

the 2014 election. The National Party won the seat of Hutt South from the Labour Party, and lost the seat of 

Christchurch Central to Labour. National also won the seat of Northland after having lost it in a by-election to 

New Zealand First in 2015. The Labour Party won 29 electorates, two more than the number of electorates it 

won in 2014. Labour won the Christchurch Central electorate from National, Ōhāriu from United Future, and 

Waiariki from the Maōri Party, and lost the seat of Hutt South to the National Party. ACT New Zealand won the 

Epsom electorate. The Green Party and New Zealand First did not win any electorate seats; New Zealand First 

lost the seat of Northland. The Maōri Party lost the single electorate it held (Waiariki) as did United Future 

(Ōhāriu). 

Of 71 electorates, 50 were by candidates who won with a majority (over 50%) of the valid electorate votes, while 

21 electorates were won with a plurality (less than 50%) of the valid electorate votes. The electorate with the 

lowest share of the electorate (candidate) vote was Northland, where Matt King (National Party) won with 38.3% 

of the electorate vote. The electorate with the highest share of the electorate (candidate) vote was Hauraki-

Waikato, where Nanaia Mahuta (Labour Party) won with 71.6% of the electorate vote. 

Table 4 below shows both the ten electorates with the highest winning margin over the second-placed 

candidate, and the ten electorates with the smallest winning margin. For example, Amy Adams (National) 

achieved the largest winning margin (19,639) in the Selwyn electorate in 2017; Adrian Rurawhe (Labour) had 

the lowest winning margin (1,039) in Te Tai Hauāuru. 
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Table 4: Electorates with the Ten Largest and Ten Smallest Winning Margins in 2017 

Electorate Winning Candidate Party 
Share of Valid 
Electorate 
Votes (%) 

Margin 

Selwyn Amy Adams National 66.2 19,639 

Rodney Mark Mitchell National 63.1 19,561 

Hunua Andrew Bayly National 66.6 19,443 

East Coast Bays Erica Stanford National 66.1 16,290 

Waikato Timothy van de Molen National 62.2 15,452 

Tāmaki Simon O'Connor National 64.1 15,402 

Mt Albert Jacinda Ardern Labour 64.5 15,264 

Taranaki-King Country Barbara Kuriger National 66.4 15,259 

Pakuranga Simeon Brown National 64.9 14,886 

Helensville Chris Penk National 56.5 14,608 

… 

New Lynn Deborah Russell Labour 47.1 2,825 

Tukituki Lawrence Yule National 48.0 2,813 

Maungakiekie Denise Lee National 44.0 2,157 

Waiariki Tamati Coffey Labour 53.7 1,719 

Whanganui Harete Hipango National 45.6 1,706 

Auckland Central Nikki Kaye National 45.3 1,581 

Hutt South Chris Bishop National 47.9 1,530 

Northland Matt King National 38.3 1,389 

Ōhāriu Greg O'Connor Labour 43.0 1,051 

Te Tai Hauāuru Adrian Rurawhe Labour 45.0 1,039 

 

 

Figure 5 below looks at the top 10 electorates for each party in terms of the highest number of party votes. For 

example six of the 10 highest polling electorates for National were in the Auckland region; for the ACT party it 

was nine out of ten. Labour’s top 10 electorates are spread between the Wellington region and the South Island 

(four each), with just two from Auckland. New Zealand First has its top 10 electorates in provincial centres in the 

North Island, while the Green Party counts three electorates each in both Auckland and Wellington among its 

top 10 electorates, with the remaining four all in the South Island. Please note that some electorates in Figure 5 

feature in the top 10 electorates for more than one party. For example Dunedin North and Nelson are among 

the electorates with the highest party vote for both Labour and the Green Party, and are represented by hatched 

shading.  

In terms of the average party vote share across the top 10 electorates for each party, the table at the bottom of 

figure 5 shows that the National Party was supported by nearly six in 10 voters (58.8%) across its top 10 

electorates; nearly half (47.3%) of all voters supported Labour in Labour’s top 10 electorates. The final row in 

the table shows the relative contribution the top 10 electorates made toward each party’s total support. For 

example, the Green Party had the most concentrated support with nearly one-third (30.6%) of all voters who 

voted for the Green Party coming from 10 electorates. The Labour Party had the least concentrated support, 

with less than one-fifth (18.7%) of total Labour voters coming from its 10 highest-polling electorates. 
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Figure 5: Top 10 electorates with highest party votes by party5 

 

 

Party Vote (PV) National Labour New Zealand First Green ACT

PV Sub total: 10 highest polling electorates 241,419         178,980         45,431                 49,646           3,863             

Total PV from all parties in each top 10 410,521         378,075         409,323               389,729         386,884         

Average PV share top 10 58.8% 47.3% 11.1% 12.7% 1.0%

Total PV all electorates 1,152,075      956,184         186,706               162,443         13,075           

Top 10 PV as Share of TPV 21.0% 18.7% 24.3% 30.6% 29.5%  

                                                      
5 NZ Electoral Commission, 2017 election results http://www.electionresults.govt.nz/electionresults_2017/statistics/index.html 

http://www.electionresults.govt.nz/electionresults_2017/statistics/index.html
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Demographic Makeup of the 52nd Parliament 

As a proportional representation system, MMP helps voters’ party preferences to be proportionally reflected in 

the party composition of parliament. This has resulted in a greater number of political parties gaining 

representation in parliament than occurred under the FPP system. Indirectly, MMP has also contributed to 

achieving a parliament that is more diverse and more representative of the New Zealand population as a whole; 

parties are able to choose candidates who resemble the electorate in terms of demographic characteristics such 

as gender, ethnicity, and age. Consequently, it is argued that “one central virtue of proportional systems is the 

claim that they are more likely to produce a parliament which reflects the composition of the electorate”.6 

Until the 1980s, for example, the representation of women in parliament rarely exceeded 5%.  Figure 6 shows 

that on gender grounds, the representativeness of parliament has increased significantly since the advent of 

MMP in 1996, although it has yet to reflect the gender balance in New Zealand society as a whole. The 2017 

general election saw a record 46 women elected to the 52nd Parliament, surpassing the previous record of 41 

elected to the 49th Parliament in 2008. Overall, women now comprise over 38% of the new Parliament, the 

highest share obtained by women since women were first eligible to stand for parliament almost a century ago 

(1919). 

 

 

Figure 6: Number and Share (%) of Women in Parliament 1919-2017 

 
 

Internationally, this level of representation of women in parliament places New Zealand in 17th place on this 

measure. According to the Inter-Parliamentary Union, Rwanda (61%), Bolivia (53%), and Cuba (49%), have the 

highest proportions of women represented in their lower chambers. Iceland, Belgium, and Ecuador have the 

same levels of representation of women in their lower chambers (38%) as New Zealand. 

Even after the introduction of MMP, however, there are still noticeable differences in the share of women as list 

MPs and the share of women who contest the electorate vote, which is still conducted under FPP. Figure 7 

shows the gender differences in representation between electorate and list seats. From 1996, women have 

tended to comprise a higher level of representation in the list seats than their representation in electorates. In 

2005, for example, less than one quarter (23%) of electorate MPs were women, compared to 44% of the list 

MPs. In 2002 and 2014 this difference was less marked; in 2017 34% of electorate MPs were women compared 

                                                      
6 P. Norris, ‘Choosing Electoral Systems: Proportional, Majoritarian and Mixed Systems’, International Political Science Review, Vol. 18, 1997, p. 309. 
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to 45% of list MPs. Nevertheless, the 34% share of electorate MPs who are women in 2017 is the highest in any 

general election. 

Figure 7: Share of Women in Electorate and List Seats 1981-2017 

 
The party list mechanism under MMP has also enabled a more ethnically diverse range of candidates to be 

elected (see Figure 8). The 52nd Parliament has a record 27 MPs who have self-identified as being of Māori 

descent, compared with 26 in the previous parliament. Overall, MPs who identify as being of Māori descent 

comprise over one-fifth (22.5%) of the new Parliament, above the proportion of the total New Zealand 

population who stated they identified as being of Māori descent in the 2013 census (18%). 

Figure 8: The 52nd Parliament by Ethnic Share 1981-2017 

 
 

The new Parliament has eight MPs who identify as being of Pacific Peoples ethnicity, the same number as in 

the previous Parliament. Overall, MPs who identify as being of Pacific Peoples ethnicity comprise 7% of 
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parliament, which is the same proportion of the population who identified as being of the Pacific Peoples ethnic 

group in the 2013 census. 

The new Parliament has a record seven MPs who identify as being of Asian ethnicity, compared with five in the 

previous Parliament. Overall, MPs who identify as being of Asian ethnicity comprise 6% of the parliament, which 

is half the share (12%) of the population who identified as being of the Asian ethnic group in the 2013 census. 

In terms of age, Figure 9 shows that those aged 18-29 years, and those aged over 60, are under-represented in 

the 52nd Parliament. These age groups comprise 22% and 27% respectively of the New Zealand voting age 

population, and just 2% and 10% respectively of the New Zealand Parliament. By contrast, the 40-49 and 50-59 

age groups are over-represented in parliament when compared to the general 18+ population. In generational 

terms, over half (59%) of the 52nd Parliament are ‘Generation X’, less than one-half (38%) are ‘baby boomers’, 

and 1% are from the generation born prior to 1946 (also known as the ‘silent generation’). In 2017 the New 

Zealand Parliament also has two MPs representing ‘Generation Y’ (also known as ‘millennials”), those born from 

1986 to 2005.7 The median age of the 2017 Parliament is 49.0 years. The youngest MP is 23 years old; the 

oldest, 72 years. 

There are seven MPs in the 52nd Parliament who have publically stated that they identify as a member of the 

Rainbow or LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender) community.8 

Figure 9: The Composition of the 52nd Parliament by Age Group 

 
 

Table 6 sets out the previous occupations of MPs as a share of successive parliaments since 1996. In 2017 24 

MPs (20% of all MPs) listed their previous occupation as ‘businessperson’. Since 1996, this has usually been 

the single biggest occupational category in New Zealand parliaments, apart from 1999 and 2008 when ‘teacher’ 

and ‘manager / administrator’ were the highest respectively. A further 17 MPs (14% of the parliament) listed 

their previous occupation as a ‘manager or administrator’, confirming a recent trend for increasing numbers of 

these professionals to enter parliament. In 2017 about 11% of MPs were previously lawyers, about average for 

parliaments since 1996.  

 

 

 

 

                                                      
7 Although there is much debate about the dates and lengths of these generational cohorts, it is generally accepted that a generation is about 20 years long. 
Here the pre-World War Two generation is defined as those born from 1926 to 1945 inclusive, baby boomers are those born from 1946 to 1965 inclusive, 
Generation X are those born from 1966 to 1985 inclusive, and Millennials / Generation Y are those born from 1986 to 2005 inclusive. 

8 Sources include the MPs maiden speech, official party websites, official party social med ia, or public statements. 
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Table 6: Previous Occupations of MPs as Share of Parliament (%)9 

Occupation 1996 1999 2002 2005 2008 2011 2014 2017 

Businessperson 1 18 17 19 20 11 20 23 20 

Manager/Administrator 2 8 6 8 9 16 13 17 14 

Lawyer 8 8 10 7 15 10 8 11 

Local Government 3 5 6 3 2 8 9 10 

Public servant 3 - - - - - - 7 9 

Teacher 4 17 18 18 15 14 7 10 8 

Farmer 13 12 8 10 8 7 5 7 

Media 3 2 2 1 3 5 5 7 

Consultant 6 8 6 7 2 4 3 3 

Health professional 3 - - - - - - 3 3 

Trade Unionist 7 6 8 7 5 4 2 3 

Accountant 4 3 2 2 4 1 1 1 

Engineer 3 3 3 2 2 2 1 1 

Other (or not stated) 5 11 13 12 17 16 19 6 4 

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
                  

1 ‘Businessperson’ includes company directors, the self-employed, real estate agents, investment 
bankers, and chairpersons. 

2 ‘Manager/Administrator’ includes financial administrator, voluntary sector administrator, and 
executive officers of public agencies. 
3 Prior to 2014, ‘Public servants’ and ‘health professionals’ were included in the ‘Other’ category. 
4 ‘Teacher’ includes lecturers and school principals.  

5 ‘Other’ includes those working for non-governmental organisations, and MPs whose previous 
occupation is publicly unavailable.  

 

The education sector, local government, and public servants are the other most prevalent occupational 

backgrounds for MPs, with local government featuring more strongly since 2011. Farmers were more common 

in parliaments up till 1999, although teachers have outnumbered farmers in parliaments since 1996. 

MPs who had a media background have become more numerous since 2011. Three percent of MPs in 2017 

were previously union workers, the second-lowest share in the 1996-2017 period, while declines in the share by 

accountants and engineers can also be noted. 

Figure 10 shows the amount of parliamentary experience for the MPs in the 52nd parliament. For example there 

are 31 first-time MPs without previous parliamentary experience (1st termers), the largest grouping in the 52nd 

Parliament. The second-largest category is the 24 MPs entering their third term in 2017. Nearly two thirds of 

MPs are entering their third term or less in 2017; that is 77 MPs have six years or less parliamentary 

experience. One MP has completed 11 terms and is beginning his 12th term in 2017; that is, 33 years’ 

experience in parliament. 

                                                      
9 NZ Official Yearbook; MPs’ biographies as listed on public websites, social media, and political party websites.  
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Figure 10: Parliamentary Experience of MPs by term in the 52nd Parliament 

 

Voter Enrolment has Decreased since 2008 

Nearly 3.3 million people were enrolled to vote in the 2017 general election, or 92.4% of the estimated 3.57 

million voting age population (VAP) – about one percentage point lower than the average enrolment ratio for all 

MMP elections (93.3%), and below the 2008 enrolment rate (95.3%), the highest percentage achieved under 

MMP to date. Under FPP elections, enrolment rates tended to be higher until 1981; thereafter the average 

enrolment rates under FPP between 1984 and 1993 (92.5%) were somewhat lower than the MMP average 

(93.3%). 

Figure 11: Enrolment rates under FPP and MMP 1972-2017 

 

A total of 476,798 New Zealand voters of Māori descent were enrolled – 251,793 (52.8%) were enrolled on the 

Māori roll and 225,005 (47.2%) were enrolled on the general roll. Of the estimated 506,955 Māori descent 

population, 94.1% were therefore enrolled for the 2017 election.  

Figure 12 shows the differences in voting age population cohorts, enrolment, and non-enrolment by age group. 

For example, there are now almost a million voters (960,589) in the 60+ age group, the single largest voting 
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cohort, and which now accounts for over one-quarter (27.3%) of all voters. In 1993 this cohort accounted for just 

over one-fifth (21%) of the total eligible voters. By comparison, voters under 30 in 1993 accounted for over one-

quarter (26%) of eligible voters but now represent about one-fifth (22%).  

Figure 12: Age-group shares of voting age population, enrolment, non-enrolment 2017 

 

Figure 12 also shows that enrolment by age group is not uniform. The lowest enrolment rate is for those aged 

18-24 (72.3%); the highest for those aged 50-59 (98.7%). Voters aged over 40 years tend to enrol in proportion 

to their share of the total voting age population. On the other hand, while voters under 40 years comprise just 

over one-third (34.7%) of the total enrolled, this cohort accounted for almost 9 in ten (85.7%) of the 271,821 

people who failed to enrol for the 2017 election. Almost half (47%) of the total who failed to enrol were aged 18-

24. 

Enrolment by electorate is also not uniform. Of the ten electorates with the lowest enrolment rates, nine are 

located in cities with high student populations: Christchurch East (87.9% of the VAP enrolled); Palmerston North 

(86.9%); Clutha-Southland (86.2%); Wellington Central (85.2%); Hamilton East (85.1%); Dunedin North 

(85.0%); Ilam (84.2%); Wigram (82.2%); Christchurch Central (81.6%); Auckland Central (55.1%).10 

Voter Turnout Increasing since 2011 

Figure 13 shows that voter turnout (total votes cast as a proportion of enrolled electors) for the 2017 General 

Election was 79.8% overall, some five percentage points higher than the lowest MMP turnout that occurred in 

2011 (74.2%). The highest turnout under MMP to date was the first MMP election in 1996 when 88.3% of those 

enrolled voted. Two-thirds (66.7%) of those enrolled on the Maori roll turned out to vote in 2017, some 9 

percentage points higher than the lowest Maori roll turnout that occurred in 2002 (57.6%).  

As a measure of political engagement, total voter turnout in New Zealand under MMP between 1996 and 2017 

has averaged 80.3% – a high level of voter participation when compared with other Western democracies. 

However, while enrolment rates have increased under MMP, voter turnout of those enrolled has not. In FPP 

elections from 1981 to 1993, total voter turnout averaged 88.9%. 

                                                      
10 For comparisons of election results and 2013 census rankings of electorates see individual electorate profiles compiled by the Parliamentary Library at: 
http://www.parliament.nz/en-nz/mpp/electorates  

http://www.parliament.nz/en-nz/mpp/electorates
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In 2017 turnout of eligible voters, or VAP (voting age population) was 73.7%. The lowest VAP turnout since the 

Second World War occurred in 2011 when it was 69.6%. In total, 939,637 did not vote in 2017. Of these 

271,821 (29%) were not enrolled, while 667,836 (71%) were enrolled but did not turn out to vote. 

Figure 13: Voter Turnout by Roll, 1981-2017 

 

Table 7 lists the general electorates with the highest and lowest turnouts in 2017. Of the ten general electorates 

with the highest turnouts (votes cast to enrolled electors), five are from the Wellington region. All ten of the ten 

general electorates with the lowest turnout are from the Auckland region. As can be seen from Table 7, the 

general electorate with the lowest turnout (Manukau East) had around the same turnout (66.1%) as the average 

across all seven Māori electorates (66.7%). 
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Table 7: Selected electorates by turnout 2011-2017(%)11 

 

Highest General Electorates   2011 2014 2017 

Selwyn 79.2 84.4 87.2 

Wellington Central 82.4 84.6 86.6 

Ōhāriu 81.6 83.7 86.1 

Rongotai 81.5 83.6 85.4 

Ōtaki 80.2 83.1 85.3 

Port Hills 77.4 81.9 85.3 

Waitaki 78.7 82 85 

Rodney 78.9 82.2 84.6 

Helensville 75.7 82.9 84.4 

Hutt South 77.6 81.7 84.3 

Average  75.5 79 80.8 

        

Lowest General Electorates 2011 2014 2017 

New Lynn 74.4 76 76.8 

Te Atatū 72.4 75.9 76.8 

East Coast Bays 71.6 75.9 76.7 

Mt Roskill 71.8 75 75.9 

Upper Harbour … 74.3 75.7 

Kelston … 74.3 75.2 

Botany 67 71.9 72.6 

Manurewa 67 70.2 67.5 

Māngere 67.1 69.4 67.1 

Manukau East 67.8 69.7 66.1 

        

Māori Electorates 2011 2014 2017 

Te Tai Tokerau 61.6 69.3 69.4 

Te Tai Hauāuru 58.7 65.9 68.7 

Waiariki 59.9 66.3 68.6 

Te Tai Tonga 57 63.6 68.3 

Ikaroa-Rāwhiti 58.8 66.3 67.4 

Hauraki-Waikato 56.9 63.6 65.4 

Tāmaki Makaurau 54.8 60.6 59.2 

Average  58.2 65.1 66.7 

        

Total (All Electorates) 74.2 77.9 79.8 

 

 

 

 

For the second time the Electoral Commission has provided a breakdown of voter turnout by age band. Figure 

14 shows that those age cohorts over the age of 45 had above average (79.0%) turnout in the 2017 election. 

Those aged 65-69 had the highest turnout (88.2%), followed by those aged 70 or older (86.3%). The age 

cohorts under 40 had the lowest levels of turnout in the 2017 election; those aged 25-29 had the lowest turnout, 

with less than two-thirds (67.6%) turning out to vote.  

Nevertheless, improvements in voter turnout rates can be noted for those under 35 when compared to their 

participation rates in the 2014 election. The 18-24 age cohort showed the most improvement, increasing their 

voter turnout by 6.5 percentage points between 2014 and 2017. The turnout rate for those aged 25-29 

increased 5.5 percentage points, while the turnout for those between 30 and 34 improved by 3.5 percentage 

                                                      
11 NZ Electoral Commission, 2017 election results, http://www.electionresults.govt.nz/electionresults_2017/statistics/index.html 

http://www.electionresults.govt.nz/electionresults_2017/statistics/index.html
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points. Despite this improvement in turnout for younger cohorts, nearly half (48.9%) of those who were enrolled 

but who did not turn out to vote were aged under 40. 

 

Figure 14: Voter Turnout by Age Band in 2014 and 2017 

 
 

Next Steps 

In accordance with Section 8(1) of the Electoral Act 1993, the Electoral Commission must report within six 

months of the return of the writ (12 October 2017), on the administration and delivery of the 2017 General 

Election.12 Among other matters, the Commission must report on enrolment and voting statistics.  

It is also usual for the Justice and Electoral Committee to hold an inquiry into each general election; the 

Committee initiated its inquiry in to the 2014 general election on 30 October 2014 and submissions closed on 31 

March 2015.13  

The date for the next New Zealand general election can be no later than Saturday, 21 November 2020. 

 

                                                      
12 See Electoral Act 1993 available at: http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1993/0087/latest/DLM307519.html  

13 The Report of the Justice and Electoral Committee on its inquiry in to the 2014 general election was released in April 2016. See: Inquiry into the 2014 general 
election: Report of the Justice and Electoral Committee at https://www.parliament.nz/resource/en-
NZ/51DBSCH_SCR68922_1/878b9b3603f17a6986fa56f6b0414924993c24e7  

http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1993/0087/latest/DLM307519.html
https://www.parliament.nz/resource/en-NZ/51DBSCH_SCR68922_1/878b9b3603f17a6986fa56f6b0414924993c24e7
https://www.parliament.nz/resource/en-NZ/51DBSCH_SCR68922_1/878b9b3603f17a6986fa56f6b0414924993c24e7
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