
 

 

FACT SHEET 
 

 

THE STATE OF THE WORLD’S CHILDREN 2017: 
CHILDREN IN A DIGITAL WORLD  
- Australian perspectives 
 
 
This fact sheet is intended as an addendum to the Key Messages which appear on pages 3 
to 5 in the “Summary” report. 
 
Digital technology has already changed the world – and as more and more children 
go online around the world, it is increasingly changing childhood. 
 
1. Youth (ages 15–24) are the most connected age group. Worldwide, 71 per cent are 

online compared with 48 per cent of the total population. 
 
In Australia: 
The Australian Bureau of Statistics reported that  
- during 2014, 85% of persons aged 15 years and over were internet users (accessed 

the internet for personal use in a typical week) 
- 99% of people aged 15–17 year age group accessed the internet (the highest 

proportion), compared to  
- 51% of the oldest age group (65 years and over) which had the lowest proportion of 

internet users. (8146.0 - Household Use of Information Technology, Australia, 2014-15 

http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/8146.0) 
The Office of the e-Safety Commissioner reported that at June 2015,  
- 82 per cent of all teens [14–17 year olds] has gone online in the preceding 4 weeks, up 

from 74 per cent four years earlier (https://esafety.gov.au/about-the-office/research-library/aussie-

teens-and-kids-online).  
 
 
2. A growing body of evidence indicates that children are accessing the internet at 

increasingly younger ages. In some countries, children under 15 are as likely to 
use the internet as adults over 25. 

 
In Australia: 
2016 research by the Australian Communications and Media Authority (ACMA) found that 
- 83% of 14-17 year olds; 90% of 18-24 year olds; 83% of 25-34 year olds; 79% of 35-44 

year olds; and 70% of 45-54 year olds went online three or more times a day (Roy 

Morgan Single Source cited in https://www.acma.gov.au/theACMA/engage-blogs/engage-

blogs/Research-snapshots/Aussie-teens-and-kids-online ). 
A 2011 Australian Kids Online Study (AUKOS) in 2011 reported that  
- 22% of Australian children were under eight years old when they first used the internet - 

positioning them amongst the youngest first-time-users in the 26 country stud (AUKOS 

cited in Research on youth exposure to, and management of, cyberbullying incidents in Australia: Part A, 
https://www.communications.gov.au/publications/research-youth-exposure-and-management-cyber-
bullying-incidents-australia-part-literature-review) 
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Digital access is becoming the new dividing line, as millions of the children who 
could most benefit from digital technology are missing out.  
 
3. There is a digital gender gap as well. Globally, 12 per cent more men than women 

used the internet in 2017. In India, less than one third of internet users are female. 
 
In Australia. It appears this gap doesn’t exist (at least in general population).  
- in 2014–15, the proportions of males and females accessing the internet were almost 

the same, at 84% and 85% respectively. And 
- the mean number of hours spent per week on the internet by both males and females 

was 10 hours (8146.0 - http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/8146.0 - ‘Household Use of 

Information Technology’). 
 
 
Digital technology can also make children more susceptible to harm online and off. 
Already vulnerable children may be at greater risk of harm, including loss of privacy.  
 
4. ICTs are intensifying traditional childhood risks, such as bullying, and fuelling 

new forms of child abuse and exploitation, such as ‘made-to-order’ child sexual 
abuse material and live streaming of child sexual abuse. 

 
In Australia, a survey commissioned by the Office of the Children's eSafety Commissioner 
found that in the 12 months to June 2016:  
- 8% of kids and 19% of teens were cyberbullied, and  
- 9% of kids and 17% of teens were exposed to inappropriate content.  
Survey respondents included 2,278 children aged 8 to 17 years in Australia with access to 
the internet. (Source: Australian Government: Office of the Children’s eSafety Commissioner, Research 

insights: Teens, kids and digital dangers https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-the-office/research-library ) 
The 2011 AUKOS study found that  
- 13% of Australian children said they had been bullied on the internet and  
- that this was more than double the average for the 25 European countries (6 per cent) 

(AUKOS cited in Research on youth exposure to, and management of, cyberbullying incidents in 
Australia: Part A https://www.communications.gov.au/publications/research-youth-exposure-and-
management-cyber-bullying-incidents-australia-part-literature-review ) 

 
 
5. Ninety-two per cent of all child sexual abuse URLs identified globally by the 

Internet Watch Foundation are hosted in just five countries: The Netherlands, the 
United States, Canada, France and the Russian Federation. 

 
Australia: 
- a very small percentage (less than 1%) of global child sexual abuse URLs are known to 

be hosted in Australia (ICCAM data for the 12-month period of January 1st to December 31st 2016 

cited in International Association of Internet Hotlines (INHOPE) – Facts, Figures & Trends 2016 
http://www.inhope.org/Libraries/2016/INHOPE_2016_Statistics.sflb.ashx). 
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The potential impact of ICTs on children’s health and happiness is a matter of 
growing public concern – and an area that is ripe for further research and data. 
 
6. Although most children who are online view it as a positive experience, many 

parents and teachers worry that immersion in screens is making children 
depressed, creating internet dependency and even contributing to obesity. 

 
Australia: 
In 2015, ACMA reported: 
- 83% of 14-17 year olds and 90% of 18-24 year olds went online three or more times 

daily  
- – this was equal to or higher than all older age groups and that the proportion of teens 

who are frequent internet users has increased substantially from 2011, when 64 per 
cent of teens went online more than once a day (ACMA,  

https://www.acma.gov.au/theACMA/engage-blogs/engage-blogs/Research-snapshots/Aussie-teens-and-

kids-online ). 
During 2014-15, the ABS reported 
- the mean number of hours per week spent on the internet for personal use was 10 (for 

all internet users aged 15 years and over) 
- those aged 15–17 years spent the highest mean number of hours per week on the 

internet (18 hours per week) and  
- those in the 45–54 years, 55–64 years and 65 years or over age groups spent the 

lowest mean number of hours (7 hours per week). (8146.0 - Household Use of Information 

Technology, Australia, 2014-15 In 2014-15 http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/8146.0) 
In 2011, AUKOS study found 
- the average time spent online by Australian 9–16 year olds per day was 99 minutes, 

higher than the 25 European country average (88 minutes) (AUKOS cited in Research on 

youth exposure to, and management of, cyberbullying incidents in Australia: Part A 
https://www.communications.gov.au/publications/research-youth-exposure-and-management-cyber-
bullying-incidents-australia-part-literature-review) 

 
 
The private sector – especially in the technology and telecommunication industries – 
has a special responsibility and a unique ability to shape the impact of digital 
technology on children.  
 
7. The power and influence of the private sector should be leveraged to advance 

industry-wide ethical standards on data and privacy, as well as other practices 
that benefit and protect children online. 

 
Australia’s legislation and policy on industry-wide ethical standards are currently 
insufficient.  
- Among the key recommendations in Behind the Screen Online Child Exploitation in 

Australia is an update of the Broadcasting Services Act 1992 (Cth), a review of internet 
industry codes to enhance cooperation between ISPs and law enforcement, and a call 
on ACMA to develop an industry code, guideline or standard to “assist 
telecommunications providers to ‘do [their] best’ under the provisions of the 
Telecommunications Act 1997 (Cth.)” (Anti-Slavery Australia 2017, 

http://www.antislavery.org.au/images/behind%20the%20screen%20-%20report.pdf) 
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8. Governments can promote market strategies and incentives that foster innovation 
and competition among service providers to help lower the cost of connecting to 
the internet, thereby expanding access for disadvantaged children and families. 

 
Australia: 
- The Australian Government Department of Communications and the Arts have 

announced a 2017 Telecommunications Reform Package that aims to promote 
competition and to improve access to broadband services for all Australians, especially 
those in regional, rural and remote areas. The reforms include changes to separation 
rules that ensure that all new superfast broadband networks operate on a level playing 
field, providing competition and choice for consumers and investment certainty for 
network builders. The legislation was introduced in June 2017 and arrangements for 
networks to have wholesale and retail businesses will start on 1 July 2018 (Department of 

Communications and the Arts, https://www.communications.gov.au/what-we-
do/internet/telecommunication-reform-package). 

 
 
9. Technology and internet companies should take steps to prevent their networks 

and services from being used by offenders to collect and distribute child sexual 
abuse images or commit other violations against children. 

 
Australia: 
- The 2017 Behind the Screen Online Child Exploitation in Australia report found that 

while current legislation and policy against online child exploitation places an onus on 
Internet Service Providers (ISPs) to ensure their users do not use their services in a 
manner that contravenes Australian laws and policies, the wording of the legislation is 
vague and ultimately ineffective. The authors conclude that ISPs are not adequately nor 
proactively protecting children against online child exploitation (Anti-Slavery Australia 2017, 

http://www.antislavery.org.au/images/behind%20the%20screen%20-%20report.pdf) 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
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