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I. Background 

Overview 
As well as representing a human rights and humanitarian crisis in its own right, the ongoing 
Rohingya migrant crisis in Myanmar and Bangladesh demonstrates the linkages between 
unresolved internal conflicts, mass displacement and wider instability in Australia’s region. In its 
latest worldwide threat assessment, published in February 2018, the United States Director of 
National Intelligence concluded that the mass displacement of hundreds of thousands of Rohingya 
refugees from Myanmar to Bangladesh ‘will threaten Burma’s [Myanmar] fledgling democracy, 
increase the risk of violent extremism and provide openings for Beijing to expand its influence’. 

The current crisis followed a series of attacks on 25 August 2017 on 30 police facilities in 
Maungdaw, Buthidaung and Rathedaung townships in northwest Rakhine State by a militant group 
known as the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA). These attacks reportedly killed 12 members 
of the Myanmar security forces. ARSA, which is known locally as Harakah al-Yaqin (‘Faith 
Movement’), is described as a ‘small, underequipped group that has struggled to mount significant 
military operations’. The group also claimed responsibility for ambush attacks in January 2018 in 
Rakhine which left three Myanmar security personnel wounded. 

Subsequently, in the wake of the Myanmar military’s (or ‘Tatmadaw’) brutal clearance operations, 
there have been unconfirmed estimates of thousands of civilian deaths and, as at 25 May 2018, 
almost 700,000 Rohingya have fled southern Bangladesh, placing additional strains on services, 
natural resources and local populations in one of the region’s poorest countries. Senior officials 
from the United Nations (UN) have accused Myanmar of crimes against humanity, ethnic cleansing 
and potential genocide.  

The International Crisis Group (ICG) argues that if the crisis continues to be mishandled by the 
Myanmar Government, the potential risk for transnational Islamist terrorist groups to take 
advantage of the plight of the Rohingya will heighten: 

https://www.dni.gov/files/documents/Newsroom/Testimonies/2018-ATA---Unclassified-SSCI.pdf
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-41082689
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/07/world/asia/myanmar-rohingya-militants.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/07/world/asia/myanmar-rohingya-militants.html
http://www.msf.org/en/article/myanmarbangladesh-no-one-was-left-death-and-violence-against-rohingya
https://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/iscg-situation-report-rohingya-refugee-crisis-cox-s-bazar-25-march-2018
https://news.un.org/en/story/2017/02/550942-violence-myanmars-rakhine-state-could-amount-crimes-against-humanity-un-special
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/03/1004232
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-rohingya-rights/acts-of-genocide-suspected-against-rohingya-in-myanmar-u-n-idUSKCN1GJ163
https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-east-asia/myanmar/292-myanmars-rohingya-crisis-enters-dangerous-new-phase
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The country has justified what it calls clearance operations by arguing the nation faces a terrorist threat. 
This could be a self-fulfilling prophecy. The plight of the Rohingya has captured the attention of the 
Muslim world, becoming a cause célèbre like perhaps no other since Kosovo.  

Al-Qaeda, Islamic State and other jihadist groups, which have long issued statements of solidarity with 
the Rohingya for propaganda purposes, are now calling directly for attacks on Myanmar and its leaders. 
Most recently, on 27 October 2017, the media arm of al-Qaeda in the Indian subcontinent released a 
video message from the group’s leader, Abu Syed al-Ansari, repeating calls for a jihad against Myanmar 
in support of the Rohingya. Myanmar is not prepared to prevent or deal with such an attack, which 
could be directed or merely inspired by these jihadist groups. 

ARSA has repeatedly denied links to foreign Islamist groups and more recent reporting from the 
ICG concludes that to date there has been no evidence of any connections to these groups. In a 
report published in May 2018 the international human rights group Amnesty International alleged 
that ARSA ‘is responsible for at least one, and potentially a second, massacre of up to 99 Hindu 
women, men, and children as well as additional unlawful killings and abductions of Hindu villagers 
in August 2017’.  

As well as the ongoing threat of disease and malnutrition, there have been reports within the 
Rohingya camps in Bangladesh of killings, human trafficking and gender-based violence. As the 
2018 monsoon season commences, an estimated 200,000 Rohingya refugees living in these camps 
have been assessed by the UN as being in direct danger from predicted landslides, floods and 
disease outbreaks.  

While it has accommodated and provided temporary protection to a very large number of 
Rohingya, the Bangladeshi Government has also repeatedly stated that it intends to relocate some 
100,000 Rohingya refugees to Bhasan Char, a remote island off the country’s southern coast. One 
analyst has described Bhasan Char in the following terms—‘it isn’t just any normal island. It 
emerged from the waters in 2006 as a result of silt deposits. And is, unsurprisingly, highly 
vulnerable to the region’s extreme and violent weather patterns’.  

Access to formal education remains out of reach for a generation of 530,000 school-age refugees, 
including the children of Rohingya who fled earlier waves of violence, because Bangladesh does 
not want the Rohingya to stay long-term. 

The UNHCR has called on both governments to ensure that any repatriation of Rohingya back to 
Myanmar is ‘safe, voluntary and sustainable’. While Myanmar and Bangladesh signed a new 
repatriation agreement in November 2017, the ICG warns that the processes surrounding the 
implementation of this agreement remain fraught with risk for the displaced Rohingya. As a result, 
‘the refugees’ return to their homes and lands thus is not only increasingly unlikely, but also 
becoming impossible in practice’.  

In June 2018 the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) 
signed a tripartite memorandum of understanding with the Myanmar Government to facilitate the 
voluntary, safe and dignified return of Rohingya refugees to Rakhine State. While the agreement 
has not been made public, the Myanmar Government has said it would allow UN agencies access 
to parts of northern Rakhine state for the first time since August 2017. Despite the agreement, the 
UN maintains that the situation in Rakhine is still not conducive to safe returns and some analysts 
have expressed continued scepticism regarding the prospects for large-scale repatriation in the 
absence of wider changes in the political climate and security conditions in Rakhine State.  

As the risks associated with the current monsoon season escalate, there have been reports of 
vessels carrying Rohingya arriving in Malaysia and Indonesia, raising fears of a re-run of the 2015 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-rohingya/rohingya-insurgents-open-to-peace-but-myanmar-ceasefire-ending-idUSKBN1CC05C
https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-east-asia/myanmar/296-long-haul-ahead-myanmars-rohingya-refugee-crisis
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/05/myanmar-new-evidence-reveals-rohingya-armed-group-massacred-scores-in-rakhine-state/
https://reliefweb.int/disaster/ep-2017-000177-bgd
https://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/wfp-concerned-about-high-malnutrition-rates-among-rohingya-refugees-cox-s-bazar
https://coconuts.co/yangon/news/two-rohingya-leaders-killed-bangladesh-refugee-camp/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/01/bangladesh-women-children-trafficking-rife-rohingya-camps-180129061417161.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/23/world/asia/rohingya-women-abuse-myanmar.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/apr/27/rohingya-refugees-cyclone-monsoon-season-bangladesh-myanmar
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-rohingya-island/floating-island-new-home-for-rohingya-refugees-emerges-in-bay-of-bengal-idUSKCN1G603T
https://www.aspi.org.au/opinion/existential-threat-could-drive-new-mass-migration-crisis
http://www.irinnews.org/news-feature/2018/05/28/lost-generation-no-education-no-dreams-rohingya-refugee-children
http://www.unhcr.org/en-au/news/press/2017/11/59f9fafd4/un-assistant-high-commissioner-calls-humanitarian-access-safe-voluntary.html
https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-east-asia/myanmar/296-long-haul-ahead-myanmars-rohingya-refugee-crisis
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MOU%20Press%20Release.pdf
http://www.latimes.com/world/asia/la-fg-myanmar-rohingya-return-20180606-story.html
https://frontiermyanmar.net/en/rakhine-mou-a-first-step-towards-repatriation-un
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/rohingya-un-takes-cautious-step-forward-myanmar
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-rohingya-malaysia/malaysia-intercepts-boat-carrying-rohingya-refugees-more-perilous-sea-journeys-expected-idUSKCN1HA0MG
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/indonesia-fishing-boat-rescues-muslim-rohingya-off-aceh-54280466
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crisis when an estimated 25,000 Rohingya took to people-smuggling boats from the Bay of Bengal 
and fled to neighbouring countries.  

Myanmar Government responses 
While there has been widespread global and regional concern, within Myanmar there is no 
significant domestic constituency expressing concern for the plight of the Rohingya. They are 
regarded by much of the majority ethnic Bamar population and by the Myanmar Government as 
‘illegal’ Bangladeshi migrants. ARSA is viewed by the Myanmar authorities as a ‘terrorist’ 
organisation which has targeted civilians in Rakhine and has escaped the scrutiny of international 
human rights organisations. As a result, ‘much of Myanmar’s population view international 
condemnations as not only unfair but also adversarial to the national interest—generating little 
institutional incentive for military operations centred around civilian protection’.  

Following earlier waves of violence in 2012, 2013 and 2016, an estimated 127,000 Rohingya in 
northern Rakhine State remain segregated in internal displacement camps and do not enjoy equal 
access to basic health and education services, markets and employment opportunities.  

Among the local ethnic Rakhine-Buddhist population—who have themselves suffered under 
decades of military rule and have their own armed insurgent groups—the predominant view of 
the Rohingya is that they are a group which seeks to displace the Rakhine through population 
growth, inter-marriage and, following ARSA attacks in October 2016 and August 2017, terrorism 
and violence. Historical, geographic and ethno-religious identity claims are deeply contested on 
both sides. Myanmar’s rapidly expanding social media access has played a role in hardening 
exclusivist narratives.  

The military—which remains Myanmar’s most important political institution—is a key protagonist 
in these narratives and continues to portray the conflict as one that is aimed at defending the 
country’s ‘stability’, ‘unity’ and the preservation of ‘national races’, a term referring to a list of 
officially recognised ‘indigenous’ ethnic groups that does not include the Rohingya. 

In the face of growing international criticism, including accusations of ethnic cleansing, crimes 
against humanity and genocide, in January 2018 the Myanmar military acknowledged that its 
security forces and Buddhist villagers killed ten Rohingya Muslims whose bodies were found in a 
mass grave in Inn Din village in western Rakhine State. In April, seven soldiers were sentenced to 
ten years for their involvement in this massacre. Despite this admission, two local Reuters 
journalists, Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo, have been charged with violating Myanmar’s official 
secrets laws for their investigative reporting on this massacre. The two journalists are awaiting 
trial, but have been denied bail, and face the prospect of 14 years in prison if found guilty.  

Humanitarian and international media access to Rakhine State remains restricted and 
international donors and aid agencies have repeatedly called for improved access. The Myanmar 
Government has facilitated some visits to affected parts of Rakhine State by foreign media, UN 
staff and foreign diplomats, under close supervision.  

In late April 2018 the Myanmar Government did allow permanent representatives of the 15-
member UN Security Council to visit the country to assess the situation, which included a visit to 
northern Rakhine State. Following the visit, the Security Council urged ‘the Government of 
Myanmar to grant the United Nations agencies and their partners immediate, safe and unhindered 
access to Rakhine State, as well as to other domestic and international non‑governmental 
organizations providing humanitarian assistance’. The Council also called for ‘transparent 
investigations into allegations of human rights abuses and violations’ and urged the Government 
of Myanmar to ‘fulfil, based on respect for the rule of law, its stated commitment to holding 
accountable perpetrators of violence, including sexual violence and abuse and violence against 

https://www.usip.org/publications/2018/01/reframing-crisis-myanmars-rakhine-state
https://www.usip.org/publications/2018/01/reframing-crisis-myanmars-rakhine-state
https://reliefweb.int/map/myanmar/myanmar-idp-sites-rakhine-state-28-feb-2018
https://www.usip.org/publications/2018/01/reframing-crisis-myanmars-rakhine-state
http://www.newmandala.org/the-rohingya-and-national-identities-in-burma/
https://theconversation.com/unliked-how-facebook-is-playing-a-part-in-the-rohingya-genocide-89523
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-rohingya-commander/myanmar-army-chief-urges-internally-displaced-to-return-to-rakhine-idUSKCN1BW1HD
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-01-11/myanmar-soldiers-rohingya-villagers-killed-mass-grave/9319228
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-rohingya-military/seven-myanmar-soldiers-sentenced-to-10-years-for-rohingya-massacre-idUSKBN1HH2ZS
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/myanmar-rakhine-events/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-02-01/myanmar-reuters-journalists-denied-bail/9386358
https://www.ucanews.com/news/un-appeals-for-humanitarian-access-in-myanmars-restive-regions/82021
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/diplomats-un-officials-visit-areas-of-myanmars-rakhine-state-devastated-by-violence-10022017155359.html
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/sc13331.doc.htm
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children’. The United States accused unnamed fellow members of the Council of watering down 
previous drafts of this statement on the basis of ‘cynical and self-interested reasons’. This is seen 
by most commentators as a reference to China, which continues to seek close relations with 
Myanmar and is building a US$7.3 billion deep-sea port at Kyaukpyu, a port town in Rakhine State 
on the Indian Ocean. 

Prior to the current violence, there had been some high-profile attempts to seek an internal 
political solution. In September 2016, following a request from Aung San Suu Kyi, the State 
Counsellor of Myanmar, the Kofi Annan Foundation and the Office of the State Counsellor 
established an Advisory Commission on Rakhine State. The Commission was headed by former UN 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan and its August 2017 final report, released just prior to the ARSA 
attacks, recommended a range of measures ‘to surmount the political, socio-economic and 
humanitarian challenges that currently face Rakhine State’, including the longstanding inter-
communal tensions between the Rakhine Buddhist population and addressing the citizenship 
status of the Rohingya. While repeatedly denying claims of systematic human rights abuses, Suu 
Kyi has committed to the full implementation of the report’s recommendations.  

In December 2017, Myanmar appointed another advisory body to support the Implementation 
Commission for Rakhine State, headed by a former Thai deputy prime minister, Surakiart 
Sathirathai. The credibility of this new body was questioned in early 2018 following the resignation 
of one of its high-profile appointees, former US politician Bill Richardson, who publicly labelled it a 
‘whitewash’ and criticised the approach taken by Suu Kyi. An interim report by the advisory body 
was delivered to the Myanmar Government in February 2018. 

In the wake of ongoing efforts by victims and human rights activists and lawyers to refer Myanmar 
to the International Criminal Court (ICC), in May 2018 Naypyidaw announced the establishment of 
a new independent commission of inquiry into ‘the violation of human rights and related issues 
following the terrorist attacks by ARSA’. According to the announcement, the commission will be 
composed of three members, including an international representative, and will be assisted by 
domestic and international legal and technical experts. Human Rights Watch has described this 
latest commission as ‘not merely inadequate, but an attempt to delay and deflect real justice’ and 
has urged the UN Security Council to refer the situation in Myanmar to the ICC. 

II. Australia’s response 

International and bilateral diplomacy 
The Australian Government has consistently echoed international calls for ‘restraint by the 
Myanmar authorities, for the protection of civilians, and for unfettered access to be granted to 
humanitarian workers’. The Australian Government welcomed—and has repeatedly called for—
the full implementation of the recommendations of the August 2017 final report of the Kofi 
Annan-led Advisory Commission on Rakhine State, noting that ‘implementation will be a long-term 
process and Australia stands ready to assist Myanmar in its efforts’. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Julie Bishop, stated on 23 October 2017 that ‘the Australian 
Government condemns the ongoing violence in Rakhine State. We continue to call for the 
protection of civilians and the unfettered access for humanitarian workers’. 

Prior to the current crisis, in March 2017 the Australian Government co-sponsored an EU-led 
resolution in the UN Human Rights Council to establish an international ‘fact-finding mission’ to 
investigate allegations of systematic human rights abuses in northern Rakhine State. A 
spokesperson for the Australian Government stated at the time that this decision ‘reflects our 
deep and consistent concern about the allegations and our objective for a thorough, credible and 
impartial investigation’. To date, this fact-finding mission has been blocked by the Myanmar 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-rohingya-un/u-s-criticizes-china-for-shielding-myanmar-from-u-n-action-idUSKCN1IG00E
http://www.atimes.com/article/how-china-gets-what-it-wants-in-myanmar/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/30/world/asia/china-myanmar-aid-sanctions.html
http://www.rakhinecommission.org/the-final-report/
https://frontiermyanmar.net/en/daw-aung-san-suu-kyi-invites-international-help-for-rakhine-crisis
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/24/world/asia/bill-richardson-myanmar-rohingya.html
http://www.globalnewlightofmyanmar.com/report-people-progress-implementation-recommendations-rakhine-state/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-rohingya-icc/rohingyas-at-icc-demand-justice-over-myanmar-deportations-idUSKCN1IW1UM
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/myanmar-to-set-up-inquiry-commission-to-examine-human-rights-violations-in-rakhine-05312018123839.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/06/03/myanmars-proposed-rakhine-commission-latest-sham
https://foreignminister.gov.au/releases/Pages/2017/jb_mr_170919.aspx?w=tb1CaGpkPX%2FlS0K%2Bg9ZKEg%3D%3D
https://foreignminister.gov.au/releases/Pages/2017/jb_mr_170317a.aspx?w=tb1CaGpkPX%2FlS0K%2Bg9ZKEg%3D%3D
https://foreignminister.gov.au/speeches/Pages/2017/jb_sp_170918.aspx?w=tb1CaGpkPX%2FlS0K%2Bg9ZKEg%3D%3D
https://foreignminister.gov.au/releases/Pages/2017/jb_mr_171023a.aspx
http://www.smh.com.au/national/turnbull-government-reverses-myanmar-stance-to-cosponsor-un-resolution-on-rohingya-muslims-20170324-gv69nv.html
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22495&LangID=E
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Government from accessing Rakhine State, but it has visited displaced Rohingya communities in 
Bangladesh and Malaysia. 

In October 2017, in response to reports that Australia had sought to ‘soften’ a Human Rights 
Council resolution on Myanmar, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) stated that 
‘we consider it important we maintain appropriate lines of communication with Myanmar on a 
very challenging set of security, human rights and humanitarian issues and concerns in Rakhine 
state’. The Foreign Minister has also stated that she has refrained from publicly condemning 
Myanmar’s government ‘because I can see that Aung San Suu Kyi can’t be blamed for what’s 
happening. She has to be part of the solution; otherwise we will be going back decades in terms of 
Myanmar’s growth and prosperity’. 

Prime Minister Turnbull and Foreign Minister Bishop held a bilateral meeting with State Counsellor 
Suu Kyi during her March 2018 visit for the ASEAN-Australia Summit. According to reporting by 
ABC News: 

Mr Turnbull was pressed about the controversy at a press conference at the conclusion of the summit. 
"Aung San Suu Kyi addressed the matter comprehensively at some considerable length herself," Mr 
Turnbull said. "She seeks support from ASEAN and other nations to provide help … from a humanitarian 
and capacity-building point of view. So our goal is to support a peaceful and speedy resolution of the 
humanitarian problems, the humanitarian disaster truthfully that has resulted from the conflict." 

The Prime Minister also met with Ms Suu Kyi in Canberra on Monday morning and discussed the crisis. 
Myanmar has been in negotiations with Bangladesh over the fate of displaced Rohingyas. Mr Turnbull 
encouraged Ms Suu Kyi to reach a resolution so that the refugees could return to their homes. He also 
made it clear Australia would be willing to keep aid money flowing to both Myanmar and Bangladesh to 
help resolve the emergency. 

Reflecting the divergence of views within ASEAN and the organisation’s discomfort with public 
statements on human rights issues, the Rohingya crisis was not mentioned in the Summit’s joint 
statement. 

In response to growing allegations of ethnic cleansing and genocide, at the Human Rights Council 
session in March 2018 the Australian Government stated: 

Australia reiterates its deep concern about events in Rakhine state, including reports of widespread and 
systematic human rights violations and abuses by Myanmar security forces and local vigilantes. We also 
note with concern ongoing clashes between the Myanmar military and ethnic armed groups in north-
eastern Myanmar and barriers to humanitarian access. 

Australia reiterates its call for a thorough, credible and independent investigation, including through the 
fact-finding mission. We encourage Myanmar to grant the fact-finding mission access to affected areas. 
Perpetrators of human rights violations and abuses must be held to account. 

In terms of the Australian Government’s official position on whether the actions of the Myanmar 
military constitute ‘ethnic cleansing’ or ‘crimes against humanity’, DFAT has stated that the 
Australian Government is awaiting the findings of the UN fact-finding mission, which is due to 
report to the Human Rights Council in September 2018.   

On 5 April, Australia’s Ambassador to Myanmar met with the commander-in-chief of Myanmar’s 
military, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing. According to a post on General Min Aung Hlaing’s official 
Facebook page, the two discussed defence cooperation, as well as the situation in Rakhine State: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22320&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=22522&LangID=E
http://www.smh.com.au/world/australia-insists-on-rewording-rohingya-un-resolution-to-accusations-of-whitewashing-20170928-gyqbis.html
http://www.smh.com.au/world/australia-insists-on-rewording-rohingya-un-resolution-to-accusations-of-whitewashing-20170928-gyqbis.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-03-18/aung-san-suu-kyi-asks-asean-for-help-with-rohingya-crisis/9561058
http://asean.org/storage/2018/03/Joint-Statement-of-the-ASEAN-Australia-Special-Summit-Sydney-Declaration-FINAL.pdf
http://asean.org/storage/2018/03/Joint-Statement-of-the-ASEAN-Australia-Special-Summit-Sydney-Declaration-FINAL.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/mar/26/australia-condemns-myanmar-violence-and-says-offenders-must-be-held-to-account
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=COMMITTEES;id=committees%2Festimate%2Fea758764-18a7-4e60-a9e8-d10828349242%2F0002;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Festimate%2Fea758764-18a7-4e60-a9e8-d10828349242%2F0000%22
https://www.facebook.com/seniorgeneralminaunghlaing/
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Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Min Aung Hlaing received Ambassador of 
Australia to Myanmar H.E. Mr. Nicholas Coppel at the Parlour of Bayintnaung Villa, here, this morning. 
Also present at the call together with the Senior General were Lt-Gen Soe Htut of the Office of the 
Commander- in-Chief (Army) and senior military officers. The Australian Ambassador to Myanmar was 
accompanied by Military Attaché Col. Paul Bruce and embassy officials.  

At the meeting, they frankly discussed cooperation between the two armed forces of Myanmar and 
Australia and cooperation in defence affairs, progress in building the Standard Army of Myanmar, 
concerted efforts of the government and the Tatmadaw in restoring eternal peace and participation of 
Australia in the peace processes, progress of undertakings in Buthidaung-Maungtaw region of Rakhine 
State, and a helping hand given by Australia to development tasks of Myanmar. 

The Australian Government has indicated that Australian embassy staff are attending court 
hearings for the two Reuters journalists, that it has registered its concerns regarding their arrest 
and that it is ‘pursuing other avenues to draw attention to their plight’. Australia has joined other 
countries in calling for the release of the journalists and for unhindered media access to Rakhine 
State. 

Access to Rakhine State 
The Australian embassy in Yangon has participated in Myanmar-supervised visits to Rakhine State. 
According to a statement from the US embassy in Yangon (linked on the Australian embassy 
website), the most recent visit involving Australian officials took place in early February 2018. 

On the basis of this visit, DFAT stated in Senate Estimates hearings in March 2018 that it assessed 
that ‘the conditions [in Myanmar] don’t currently exist to support the safe, dignified and secure 
return of Rohingya’. The Foreign Minister echoed this assessment in April—‘as much as I would 
like to encourage the Rohingyas to return home, they must have a safe and secure place to which 
they can return and I don't believe Myanmar has yet been able to provide credible evidence that 
that would be available to them’.  

DFAT has noted that its ability to monitor the situation facing Rohingya communities in Rakhine 
State remains limited by ongoing access restrictions. 

Humanitarian assistance 
The Australian Government’s principal response to the crisis has been to pledge significant 
humanitarian support for affected populations in Myanmar and Bangladesh. As at 1 June 2018, the 
Government had committed $51.5 million in assistance to help address the humanitarian needs of 
Rohingya and affected communities in Myanmar and Bangladesh. Most of this aid—around $44 
million—has been directed to the hundreds of thousands of Rohingya in Cox’s Bazar in eastern 
Bangladesh (Table 1).  

  

http://parlinfo/parlInfo/download/media/pressclp/5949662/upload_binary/5949662.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22bishop%20myanmar%20call%20greste%22
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=COMMITTEES;id=committees%2Festimate%2Fea758764-18a7-4e60-a9e8-d10828349242%2F0002;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Festimate%2Fea758764-18a7-4e60-a9e8-d10828349242%2F0000%22
https://mm.usembassy.gov/statement-diplomatic-visits-rakhine-state-february-2018/
http://myanmar.embassy.gov.au/files/rang/Joint%20Statement%20on%20the%20Diplomatic%20Visits%20to%20Rakhine%20State%20in%20February%202018.pdf
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query%3DId%3A%22committees%2Festimate%2F3e631323-961d-4a11-8400-3b8c26a885b2%2F0002%22
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-04-30/time-not-right-for-rohingyas-repatriation-myanmar-bishop-says/9709672
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=COMMITTEES;id=committees%2Festimate%2F3e631323-961d-4a11-8400-3b8c26a885b2%2F0002;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Festimate%2F3e631323-961d-4a11-8400-3b8c26a885b2%2F0000%22
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db%3DCOMMITTEES;id%3Dcommittees%2Festimate%2Fea758764-18a7-4e60-a9e8-d10828349242%2F0002;query%3DId%3A%22committees%2Festimate%2Fea758764-18a7-4e60-a9e8-d10828349242%2F0000%22
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Table 1: Australian Government assistance to the Rohingya crisis since August 2017 
Date Summary of assistance Amount Source 

9 Sept 2017 ‘… contribute to life-saving food being provided to up to 300,000 
people. Australian support in Bangladesh will be provided through 
the World Food Programme and the International Organisation for 
Migration. In Myanmar, Australia will work with the Red Cross 
movement to reach those affected by the conflict’. 

$5 million Media 
release 

19 Sept 2017 ‘… providing food, shelter, clean water and essential health services 
for displaced people in Bangladesh. 

This assistance will be provided through the World Food Programme, 
the International Organisation for Migration and other trusted 
humanitarian partners’. 

$15 million Media 
release 

23 Oct 2017 ‘… providing food, clean water, shelter and essential health services. 
Our assistance will also help treat children for malnutrition, create 
safe and secure areas for vulnerable women and provide maternal 
health services. 

The new contribution will include support for the World Food 
Program, Save The Children, Oxfam and Care. It will also support an 
upcoming joint funding appeal with the Australia Red Cross and 
Australia for UNHCR’. 

$10 million Media 
release 

18 Jan 2018 ‘… supply life-saving medicine, help quarantine the sick, train local 
medical staff, and boost community awareness activities aimed at 
reducing [diphtheria] infection rates’. 

$1.5 million Media 
release 

28 April 2018 ‘… provide food to more than 700,000 people in Cox’s Bazar, and 
high-nutrient porridge to more than 100,000 children under the age 
of five and breastfeeding or pregnant women.  

It will also support child protection services and counselling and 
medical services for women and girls who have survived sexual and 
gender-based violence’. 

$15 million Media 
release 

 4 May 2018 ‘… provide access to basic health care for 50,000 people, help 18,000 
children to attend school, improve shelter for 17,600 people in 
advance of the monsoon and cyclone season, and help to reunite 
separated and unaccompanied children with their families’. 

$5 million Media 
release 

Total  $51.5 million  

Sources: Minister for Foreign Affairs, Australian Government website; Prime Minister, Australian Government website. 

This assistance is in addition to $45 million in humanitarian aid that the Australian Government 
has previously provided in the wake of outbreaks of violence in Rakhine State in 2012, 2013 and 
2016. 

Australia’s key humanitarian partners include the World Food Programme, the International 
Organization for Migration, BRAC (a Bangladesh non-government organisation), the United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), UNHCR and international and Australian non-government 
organisations. In terms of the regional humanitarian response, the Foreign Minister stated in late 

https://foreignminister.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx
https://foreignminister.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx
https://foreignminister.gov.au/releases/Pages/2017/jb_mr_170919.aspx?w=tb1CaGpkPX%2FlS0K%2Bg9ZKEg%3D%3D
https://foreignminister.gov.au/releases/Pages/2017/jb_mr_170919.aspx?w=tb1CaGpkPX%2FlS0K%2Bg9ZKEg%3D%3D
https://foreignminister.gov.au/releases/Pages/2017/jb_mr_171023.aspx?w=tb1CaGpkPX%2FlS0K%2Bg9ZKEg%3D%3D
https://foreignminister.gov.au/releases/Pages/2017/jb_mr_171023.aspx?w=tb1CaGpkPX%2FlS0K%2Bg9ZKEg%3D%3D
https://foreignminister.gov.au/releases/Pages/2018/jb_mr_180118.aspx?w=tb1CaGpkPX%2FlS0K%2Bg9ZKEg%3D%3D
https://foreignminister.gov.au/releases/Pages/2018/jb_mr_180118.aspx?w=tb1CaGpkPX%2FlS0K%2Bg9ZKEg%3D%3D
https://www.pm.gov.au/media/meeting-prime-minister-bangladesh-and-additional-assistance-rohingya-crisis
https://www.pm.gov.au/media/meeting-prime-minister-bangladesh-and-additional-assistance-rohingya-crisis
https://foreignminister.gov.au/releases/Pages/2018/jb_mr_180504a.aspx?w=tb1CaGpkPX%2FlS0K%2Bg9ZKEg%3D%3D
https://foreignminister.gov.au/releases/Pages/2018/jb_mr_180504a.aspx?w=tb1CaGpkPX%2FlS0K%2Bg9ZKEg%3D%3D
https://foreignminister.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.pm.gov.au/
http://parlinfo/parlInfo/download/media/pressclp/5949662/upload_binary/5949662.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf#search=%22bishop%20myanmar%20call%20greste%22
https://foreignminister.gov.au/transcripts/Pages/2017/jb_tr_171001.aspx?w=tb1CaGpkPX%2FlS0K%2Bg9ZKEg%3D%3D
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2017 that ‘we’re working closely with Indonesia, who has taken a pretty strong leadership role on 
the humanitarian front and actually, some of our specialists are embedded with the Indonesian 
humanitarian team in Bangladesh...’. 

According to data from UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) , as at 
25 May 2018 Australia was the third-largest donor to the UN’s current consolidated humanitarian 
appeal for the displaced communities in Cox’s Bazar, after the US and the UK (see Table 2).  

Table 2: UN consolidated appeal: Rohingya refugee crisis  
Largest sources of response plan/appeal funding 
 Funding for response 

plan/appeal (US$m) 
As a share of overall funding to the 

response plan/appeal (%) 
United States of America, Government of 87.5 26.1% 
United Kingdom, Government of 52.4 15.7% 
Australia, Government of 22.2 6.6% 
European Commission 21.0 6.3% 
Central Emergency Response Fund 19.3 5.8% 
Japan, Government of 18.3 5.5% 
Private (individuals & organizations) 13.2 3.9% 
Sweden, Government of 12.3 3.7% 
Canada, Government of 9.4 2.8% 
Denmark, Government of 8.8 2.6% 
Source: UNOCHA FTS: Bangladesh: Rohingya Refugee Crisis 2017  

According to the UN’s Financial Tracking System, which reflects publicly reported contributions, as 
at 25 May 2018 the current Rohingya Refugee Joint Response Plan, launched in March 2018, had 
received just 18 per cent of the US$951 million appeal. The Plan runs to December 2018. 

Australia’s bilateral aid to Myanmar has been reduced by more than a third over the last several 
years as part of broader international development assistance cuts, falling from $73 million in 
2014–15 to an estimated $42 million in 2018–19. Bilateral aid to Bangladesh has been reduced by 
a similar amount, falling from $72 million in 2014–15 to an estimated $42 million in 2018–19. In 
response to Senate Estimates Questions on Notice, DFAT has previously stated that none of the 
additional humanitarian assistance for Myanmar and Bangladesh has been redirected from 
existing aid programs.  

DFAT has also stated that the Australian Government ‘will continue to monitor the situation, 
particularly as access constraints and humanitarian needs evolve, and will make a judgement 
about whether and when it would be appropriate to provide additional funds’. In December 2017, 
following a review of Australia’s humanitarian assistance to Myanmar, DFAT agreed to a 
recommendation to develop a comprehensive multi-year strategy to guide this assistance, 
‘including considering options for responding to displacement of people from Myanmar to 
Bangladesh’. 

III. Proposals for a strengthened response 

Calls to suspend defence cooperation 
In September 2017 Amnesty International called upon the Australian Government to suspend 
cooperation with the Myanmar military in response to allegations of gross human rights abuses in 
Rakhine State: 

https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/628/summary
https://fts.unocha.org/donors/2933/summary/2017
https://fts.unocha.org/donors/2917/summary/2017
https://fts.unocha.org/donors/4391/summary/2017
https://fts.unocha.org/donor-grouped/2966/summary/2017
https://fts.unocha.org/donors/4762/summary/2017
https://fts.unocha.org/donors/4537/summary/2017
https://fts.unocha.org/donors/2921/summary/2017
https://fts.unocha.org/donors/2928/summary/2017
https://fts.unocha.org/donors/3776/summary/2017
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/628/summary
https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/JRP%20for%20Rohingya%20Humanitarian%20Crisis%202018.PDF
https://www.unocha.org/rohingya-refugee-crisis
https://www.aph.gov.au/api/qon/downloadattachment?attachmentId=af2def9a-0206-49b1-8e22-f743a05f3056
http://dfat.gov.au/about-us/corporate/portfolio-budget-statements/Documents/2018-19-australian-aid-budget-summary.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/api/qon/downloadattachment?attachmentId=af2def9a-0206-49b1-8e22-f743a05f3056
http://dfat.gov.au/about-us/corporate/portfolio-budget-statements/Documents/2018-19-australian-aid-budget-summary.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/api/qon/downloadattachment?attachmentId=3eeb0790-c211-435b-8a1f-617ad9e6d579
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Senate_Estimates/fadt
http://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Documents/evaluation-of-australias-humanitarian-assistance-to-myanmar.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org.au/rohingya-crisis-australia-must-cut-ties-myanmar-army/
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‘While a campaign of ethnic cleansing is being committed against the Rohingya people, the Australian 
Government must suspend all forms of support to Myanmar’s military’, Amnesty International 
Australia’s Campaigns Manager Michael Hayworth said.  

‘Amnesty International is calling on governments with military relationships with the Myanmar Army to 
use these relationships to press the army to stop the violations; and those providing training to the 
military to immediately suspend co-operation. This includes Australia’. 

The United States has applied sanctions on a senior member of the Myanmar military, General 
Maung Maung Soe, and the UK has suspended all of its defence cooperation with Myanmar. In 
April 2018, European Union foreign ministers agreed to prohibit the provision of military training 
to and cooperation with the Myanmar military and ‘adopted a legal framework for targeted 
restrictive measures against certain persons from the Myanmar Armed Forces and the border 
guard police’.  

In April 2018, Labor’s Shadow Minister for Defence, Richard Marles, described Australia’s defence 
cooperation with Myanmar’s military as ‘untenable’ in light of the alleged atrocities perpetrated 
by the Tatmadaw on the Rohingya.  

The Turnbull Government has rejected repeated calls for Australia to suspend all bilateral defence 
cooperation, arguing that Australia’s cooperation with the Myanmar military aims to ‘promote 
professionalism and adherence to international laws’ and that it is ‘important we maintain 
appropriate lines of communication with the Myanmar military to do this’.  

In Senate Estimates hearings in March 2018, DFAT stated: 

The engagement that Australia has with the [Myanmar] military is relatively small … In our view, the 
continuing military engagement is very important. Engaging with the military, which still has a particular 
role in the political situation in Myanmar, is a channel through which we can both engage with the 
military and also work with the military in the development of and to support the further 
democratisation in Myanmar. 

Professor John Blaxland, head of the Australian National University’s Strategic and Defence Studies 
Centre and a former Australian defence attaché to Thailand and Myanmar, has supported this 
position, arguing that suspending defence cooperation would be ‘like cutting off your nose to spite 
your face ... it’s actually unhelpful because this is the only venue for engagement with the 
Burmese military on issues relating to human rights’.  

The Defence Department has stated that it will ‘review current and planned defence activities on a 
case-by-case basis’. DFAT stated in Senate Estimates hearings in May 2018 that in regard to 
bilateral defence cooperation and targeted sanctions, all options ‘continue to be under 
consideration’.  

The Australian Government maintains an arms embargo on Myanmar ‘due to concerns about 
ongoing armed conflict, weapons proliferation and human rights’.  

Refugee resettlement 
According to a DFAT country protection assessment published in January 2017, seven months prior 
to the start of the current crisis, ‘official and societal discrimination against Rohingya in Rakhine 
State, on the basis of their ethnicity, is endemic. They lack citizenship, face severe restrictions on 
their freedom of movement and are the subject of systemic extortion and harassment’.  

Based on these kinds of assessments, the Refugee Council of Australia has called on the Australian 
Government to consider a special resettlement program for displaced Rohingya populations, 

https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm0243
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-41326179
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2018/04/26/myanmar-burma-eu-extends-and-strengthens-its-arms-embargo-and-adopts-a-framework-for-targeted-measures-against-officials-responsible-for-serious-human-rights-violations/
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2018/apr/24/labor-calls-for-defence-to-sharpen-focus-on-local-industry-and-jobs
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-09-29/australia-to-continue-myanmar-military-training-despite-concerns/9002198
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query%3DId%3A%22committees%2Festimate%2F3e631323-961d-4a11-8400-3b8c26a885b2%2F0002%22
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-09-29/australia-to-continue-myanmar-military-training-despite-concerns/9002198
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-09-29/australia-to-continue-myanmar-military-training-despite-concerns/9002198
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db%3DCOMMITTEES;id%3Dcommittees%2Festimate%2Fea758764-18a7-4e60-a9e8-d10828349242%2F0002;query%3DId%3A%22committees%2Festimate%2Fea758764-18a7-4e60-a9e8-d10828349242%2F0000%22
http://dfat.gov.au/international-relations/security/sanctions/sanctions-regimes/Pages/myanmar.aspx
http://dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Documents/country-information-report-myanmar.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/sep/07/australias-rohingya-call-for-international-action-on-myanmar-refugee-crisis
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similar to that in place for Syrian and Iraqi refugees. A former Australian ambassador to Myanmar, 
Trevor Wilson, has also argued that the resettlement of refugees should be part of Australia’s 
wider attempts to help resolve the current crisis, noting that on the whole ‘Rohingya have proved 
to be excellent citizens’. In addition, expert and advocacy organisations such as the Kaldor Centre 
for International Refugee Law and the Asia Pacific Refugee Rights Network have offered 
recommendations on how Australia could help provide safer refugee pathways in the region for 
groups such as the Rohingya.  

According to evidence provided in June 2015 by the Department of Immigration and Border 
Protection to Senate Budget Estimates hearings, between 2008 and May 2015, 412 people 
identifying themselves as ‘Rohingya’ were granted humanitarian visas. However, according to the 
Refugee Council of Australia, only 37 Rohingya were resettled in Australia between 2013 and early 
2017.  

Cohorts of Rohingya asylum seekers are currently being held in Australia’s offshore detention and 
processing facilities in Papua New Guinea and Nauru. In September 2017 there were reports that 
the Australian Government had offered to pay some Rohingya to return to Myanmar. An 
unspecified number of Rohingya have been resettled in the US as part of a 2016 bilateral refugee 
resettlement agreement. It was reported in 2016 that a Rohingya man, Mohammed Roshid, had 
been resettled in Phnom Penh as part of a controversial 2014 bilateral agreement with Cambodia. 
In May 2018, a Rohingya man on Manus Island died after reportedly deliberately jumping from the 
window of a moving bus. Amnesty International has called for an independent investigation into 
the circumstances surrounding this death and the UNHCR has called upon the Australian 
Government to provide full support to refugees and asylum-seekers held in offshore detention in 
order to ‘avert further harm and tragedy’. 

As noted, given the number of displaced people in camps in Bangladesh, the worsening conditions 
in the camps with the looming monsoon season and further delays implementing the 
Myanmar/Bangladesh resettlement agreement, there remains the potential for another regional 
migrant crisis similar to that of 2015. During this crisis, the Abbott Government refused to resettle 
any of the stranded Rohingya fleeing Myanmar and Bangladesh, despite calls by Indonesia that 
Australia should do more to assist the regional response.  

The Gillard Labor Government was also reluctant to resettle large numbers of Rohingya, with 
Foreign Minister Carr arguing in early 2013 that while Australia would continue to provide 
humanitarian aid to Rohingya populations, a long-term solution lay primarily with the Myanmar 
Government. 

Regional diplomacy 
Experts and advocates such as Elaine Pearson from Human Rights Watch and Professor John 
Blaxland have argued that given the alleged gross human rights violations and the threat to 
regional security posed by the ongoing crisis, Australia should be spearheading a much wider 
regional diplomatic and humanitarian effort, including the deployment of Australian Defence 
Force assets: 

Australia has modestly but effectively led regional coalitions to resolve emergent crises in the past. For 
instance, in 1993, then foreign minister Gareth Evans was a driving force in generating the momentum 
for a UN-mandated international mission to bring about a peaceful and democratic Cambodia. 

Similarly, in 1999, when violence broke out after the East Timor referendum results showed clear 
support for independence, Australia took a principled stand and led a coalition to restore peace and 
order, drawing in support of key ASEAN partners such as Thailand, the Philippines, Malaysia and 
Singapore. 

https://www.policyforum.net/australia-help-resolve-myanmars-rohingya-crisis/
http://apo.org.au/system/files/42067/apo-nid42067-28291.pdf
http://apo.org.au/system/files/42067/apo-nid42067-28291.pdf
http://aprrn.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Combined_AUS_Final.pdf
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjIus-Q-8DTAhWFlpQKHXnmBPYQFggwMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aph.gov.au%2F%7E%2Fmedia%2FCommittees%2Flegcon_ctte%2Festimates%2Fbud_1516%2FDIBP%2FBE15087.pdf&usg=AFQjCNEPMG8PDm5bI52neUFf6T_qK-dSbQ&sig2=D5EegTVHaSwHPEjlXPMkvQ
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/media/australia-must-act-stop-ethnic-cleansing-rohingya/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-11-25/suu-kyi-under-pressure-on-mynmar-human-rights-abuse-claims/8054976
http://www.news.com.au/world/asia/australia-offers-to-pay-rohingya-muslims-to-return-to-myanmar/news-story/3e07177cc063ad8edd53671406a3a7d8
http://www.smh.com.au/interactive/2017/waiting-for-america/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-06-03/nauru-refugee-in-cambodia-could-have-australian-funding-cut/7472966
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/rohingya-man-deliberately-jumped-to-death-from-moving-bus-on-manus-20180522-p4zgs8.html
https://www.amnesty.org.au/another-tragic-manus-island-death-that-should-have-been-prevented/
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/rohingya-man-deliberately-jumped-to-death-from-moving-bus-on-manus-20180522-p4zgs8.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-05-21/explainer-who-are-the-rohingya-fleeing-myanmar/6487130
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-05-21/explainer-who-are-the-rohingya-fleeing-myanmar/6487130
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-05-21/rohingyas-migrants-indonesia-says-australia-obliged-resettle/6486590
http://www.news.com.au/world/breaking-news/carr-rules-out-aust-asylum-for-rohingya/news-story/c4b71e8b339df3af2411181a3d7c7cca
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-09-16/australia-must-help-rohingya-fleeing-myanmar/8948290
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As Bangladesh struggles to cope with the newly-arrived Rohingya refugees, and Myanmar unhelpfully 
blocks international humanitarian agencies from resuming their work in Rakhine State, Australia should 
also lead in providing urgently needed humanitarian assistance. 

Today, the Australian government has a more robust capability to provide humanitarian assistance and 
disaster relief than ever before.  

With the navy's new amphibious ships, and experience in effective multi-agency cooperation displayed 
in responding to a string of disasters in recent years, Australia is best placed to offer to form the 
foundation of a multinational and multiagency coalition to respond to this massive humanitarian crisis. 

The time to act is now. Australia has long been a middle power acting like a small power but it can 
accomplish a great deal when it rises to the occasion. Australia should engage with its neighbours to find 
a solution to this crisis that, if left untended, could spiral further into chaos. 

Australia needs first to call for Myanmar to allow humanitarian agencies and independent monitors into 
Rakhine State. 

It should be a leader in the effort to support the Bangladeshi authorities in responding to the 
overwhelming needs within Bangladesh. 

These are the starting points for a wider coalition in which Australia should play a leading role. 

More recently, in the face of the monsoon threat and in the wake of recent Rohingya boat arrivals 
in Malaysia and Indonesia, Dr John Coyne from the Australian Strategic Policy Institute has argued: 

Australia needs to enhance its bilateral and multilateral strategies to address the persecution of the 
Rohingyas, starting with upgrading our relationship with Bangladesh. And it must be relentless in its 
efforts to bring Bangladesh, Thailand, Indonesia and Malaysia together to work with Myanmar to 
resolve the Rohingya issue. 

Further reading 
The International Crisis Group has published several briefings papers on the current conflict in 
Rakhine and the human rights and humanitarian situation facing the Rohingya, as has Human 
Rights Watch and Amnesty International.  

Regular updates on the humanitarian situation and the international community’s response are 
published on Relief Web, a specialised digital reporting service of the UN’s Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. 

Updates on the Australian Government’s response to the crisis are published on the DFAT 
website. 

The Australian Council for International Development provides regular updates on the work of 
Australian non-government humanitarian and development organisations. 

© Commonwealth of Australia 

 
Creative Commons 

With the exception of the Commonwealth Coat of Arms, and to the extent that copyright subsists in a third party, this 
publication, its logo and front page design are licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-
NoDerivs 3.0 Australia licence.

https://www.aspi.org.au/opinion/existential-threat-could-drive-new-mass-migration-crisis
https://www.crisisgroup.org/myanmar
https://www.hrw.org/asia/burma
https://www.hrw.org/asia/burma
https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/asia-and-the-pacific/myanmar/
https://reliefweb.int/organization/iscg
http://dfat.gov.au/aid/topics/investment-priorities/building-resilience/humanitarian-preparedness-and-response/bangladesh-myanmar-crisis/Pages/violence-in-rakhine-state.aspx
https://acfid.asn.au/content/myanmar-humanitarian-crisis
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/au
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/au


 

 Australia’s response to the Rohingya human rights and migrant crisis—a quick guide 12 

Source: European Commission, European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations, Emergency Response Coordination Centre website 

http://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ercmaps/ECDM_21032018_Myanmar_Bangladesh.pdf
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