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Cycling in the News: Executive Summary 
 

Cycling has economic, environmental, and health benefits. However, attitudes 

towards cycling vary considerably across both countries and cities. Further, 

cycling can be a divisive issue and cyclists often clash with other road users, 

experiencing physical and verbal violence and attacks. The coverage of cycling 

in the news is likely to be shaping public understandings of cyclists and cycling 

and, by extension, it likely affects both the uptake of cycling and public policy 

support. This executive summary describes the findings of a study on items 

about cycling in international English-language news. The items come from US, 

UK and Australian news outlets in the years 2004, 2005, 2009, 2013, and 2014. 

 

Data 
 

The dataset includes a mix of publications from less bike-friendly and more 

bike-friendly cities (as shown in Table 1). 

 

Country Cycling culture City Publications 

Australia Less bike-friendly Sydney The Sydney Morning Herald 

The Daily Telegraph  

 More bike-friendly Melbourne The Age 

Herald Sun  

United Kingdom Less bike-friendly London London Evening Standard  

  Bradford Bradford Telegraph and Argus  

  Glasgow The Herald  

 More bike-friendly Oxford The Oxford Times  

  Bristol Bristol Post  

United States Less bike-friendly Memphis The Commercial Appeal  

 More bike-friendly New York The New York Times   

New York Post 

Table 1 Publications in the dataset 

 

We collected articles which mentioned cycling terms in the headline or first 

paragraph, such as cycling, cyclist, bicycle and biking. Some types of items were 

not collected (e.g. market data, obituaries). We discarded sports news (about 

sporting events/competitions), articles which only mentioned cycling in passing, 

and articles about other types of bikes (motorbikes, exercise bikes). Non-news 

items (e.g. opinion pieces, editorials, letters) were also excluded. In total, we 
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collected 1687 articles (386 Australian, 395 American, 906 British), totaling 

about half a million words. 

 

Key findings 
 

Ways of referring to cyclists 
 

People who cycle are often referred to using a general category label such as 

cyclist or cyclists. Identifying individuals by such a general label is less 

personalizing than if they are identified by name or with further social 

information such as age, gender, or kinship relations (e.g. ‘mother’, ‘son’). 

While age is sometimes provided (e.g. a 15-year-old cyclist, an elderly cyclist), 

other personalizing information (e.g. location, gender) is rare. 

 

Themes: Collision and conflict 
 

A common theme in the dataset is collision, specifically the reporting of death 

and injury resulting from accidents. Headlines frequently include descriptions of 

injury and death through verbs such as injure, die, kill, crush, hit, hurt and 

nouns such as collision, crash, accident, hit-(and-) run, death, and toll. These 

constructions occur in all newspapers, regardless of their cycling culture. Words 

relating to death and accidents also commonly occur near (within five words of) 

the words cyclist and cyclists, including die, fall, kill, hit, injure and injured. In 

almost all cases, this is in reference to the cyclist being hurt or killed. Again, 

this is common across all publications. 

 

These findings suggest that it is journalistic practice to report cycling in terms 

of risk and danger, in Australia, but also in the US and the UK. Target readers of 

these newspapers are routinely exposed to contexts where cycling is 

constructed as dangerous, which could mean that they absorb such negative 

connotations. Construing cycling as risky and cyclists as vulnerable victims may 

reduce the uptake of cycling, especially since safety fears are regularly cited as a 

major factor in rejecting cycling. Conversely, such reporting may highlight the 

lack of adequate infrastructure and put this on the political agenda. Better 

infrastructure could in turn lead to increased uptake of cycling and fewer 

collisions. 
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Another common theme is conflict, particularly conflict between cyclists and 

motorists/drivers. This is often constructed through a ‘war’ or ‘battle’ 

metaphor. Examples of metaphorical expressions include the ongoing battle 

between, are at war, the war between, hostile encounters between, enmity 

between, and fight for space. This is not the case for cyclists and pedestrians, 

where ‘conflict’ primarily involves actual collisions. This ‘war’ metaphor may fan 

the tensions between those road users who happen to be on a bike and those 

who happen to be in a car. Interestingly, in surveys cyclists themselves 

construct their experience of cycling metaphorically as a battle, which makes 

this a prevailing cultural metaphor that is not limited to news discourse. 

 

Conclusion 
 

These results present a snapshot of news coverage about cycling in Australia, 

the US and the UK (2004-2014), uncovering potential areas in need of 

improvement. The study needs to be complemented with additional research. It 

would now be interesting to compare reports about accidents that involve bikes 

and cars, with those involving cars and cars. It would also be useful to consider 

news reporting in countries with high cycling use such as the Netherlands, 

where it is not bicycling and cyclists that are seen as causing danger, but cars 

and car drivers. 

 

Project team and further reading 
 

This study was led by Associate Professor Monika Bednarek (University of 

Sydney) and is described in more detail in Chapter 6 of the book The Discourse 

of News Values (Bednarek, M. & H. Caple, 2017, Oxford University Press). 

www.newsvaluesanalysis.com  
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