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POLICY 
INITIATIVE

CARING FOR ANIMALS
Transitioning away from industries that put corporate profit 
ahead of the welfare of animals

Australians are committed to ending animal cruelty. Yet every day, animals 
across the country are made to suffer to maximise corporate profit in the name 
of gambling, entertainment or food. The Greens believe we must properly care 
for animals and treat them with respect and compassion. We will fight for best 
practice in animal welfare and to end harmful practices like live exports to protect 
animals from cruelty and suffering. 

THE GREENS WILL:
•	End live exports of animals 
for slaughter overseas 

•	Ban the manufacture, sale and 
importation of animal-tested 
cosmetics

•	End intensive factory farming 
across Australia

•	Ban the export of racing 
greyhounds

Costings in this document are current as at November 18, 2018, and subject to change following the release of the Mid-Year Economic and Fiscal Outlook 2018–19.
Authorised by R. Di Natale, the Australian Greens, Parliament House, Canberra, 2600.
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END LIVE EXPORTS
The export of livestock for slaughter overseas is an 
inherently cruel industry. We have seen example after 
example where sheep and cattle exported from Australia 
experience terrible suffering and horrific deaths.1 This 
industry cannot be made safe for animals given the 
evidence that its operating model is based on standards 
that are fundamentally cruel.

The Greens have a 5-Point Plan2 to end live exports and 
smooth the transition to local processing of boxed and 
chilled meat for export. Exported chilled meats are worth 
seven times more to the Australian economy.3 Many 
economic reports confirm that domestically processed 
meat exports grow local jobs and regional economies.

The Greens have a plan to end live exports by:
•	 Bringing together governments and stakeholders to 

work with industry, farmers and the Australasian Meat 
Industry Employees Union to ensure a best practice 
transition; 

•	 Introducing a Farmer Adjustment Assistance Package 
as part of an industry adjustment package, for farmers 
to adjust their flocks towards local processing systems, 
which can be done while spending just $1.4 million in 
the first year and $2.4 million for each of the next 3 
years;

•	 Boosting skills and retraining workers to service a new, 
strong domestic meat processing industry in rural and 
regional areas, particularly in Western Australia, by 
ensuring better targeted local skills and TAFE funding;

•	 Agreeing on new trade deals with countries that import 
live animals to remove trade distortions that prop up 
the live export trade and lobbying overseas for the 
Australian chilled meat industry; and

•	 Ensuring the Department of Agriculture and Austrade 
work together to help drive these reforms.

1 Read a history of live export investigations here: 
www.animalsaustralia.org/investigations/live-export-investigations.php
2 Greens, 5-Point Plan to End Cruelty and Expand Jobs, 2018,
3 ABARES, Rural Commodities Trade Data, collated 2000–2017

BAN THE MANUFACTURE, SALE 
AND IMPORTATION OF CRUEL ANIMAL 
TESTED COSMETICS
Every year some 500,000 animals are held in laboratory 
cages and injected, force-fed or made to inhale cosmetic 
chemicals to determine toxic or lethal doses. Many have 
their skin or eyes blistered or burnt in testing processes.4 
It is a cruel process that subjects animals to horrific pain, 
fear and suffering.

The Greens will ban animal-tested cosmetics and 
cosmetics ingredients. We have a bill in Parliament5 to 
ban the importation, testing and sale of animal-tested 
cosmetics and cosmetic ingredients.

Thirty-seven jurisdictions have already legislated on cruel 
cosmetics, including the EU, Israel, Norway, Switzerland, 
India, New Zealand and Turkey, and Australia must catch 
up. Our bill is endorsed by the Be Cruelty Free Australia 
campaign run by Humane Society International and 
Humane Research Australia,6 and it has the support of 
Australia’s animal welfare NGOs. We will continue to fight 
for it to become law.

4 Humane Society International, Animal Tests, 2018
5 End Cruel Cosmetics Bill 2014
6 Humane Society International, Australian Senator Applauded for Bill 
to End Cosmetics Animal Testing Down Under, 17/3/14
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https://greens.org.au/sites/default/files/2018-05/1803-%20End%20Animal%20Exports%20Five%20Point%20Plan%20Booklet%2006.pdf
http://www.hsi.org/campaigns/end_animal_testing/facts/tests.html
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/Bills_Search_Results/Result?bId=s956
http://www.hsi.org/news/press_releases/2014/03/australian-senator-introduces-bill-to-end-cruel-cosmetics-031714.html
http://www.hsi.org/news/press_releases/2014/03/australian-senator-introduces-bill-to-end-cruel-cosmetics-031714.html
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END INTENSIVE FACTORY FARMING 
ACROSS AUSTRALIA
Factory farming is cruel, inhumane and 
unnecessary.7Poultry live short miserable lives in tiny 
cages or crowded buildings where they never see the 
light of day. Sensitive beaks are burnt or cut and day 
old chicks are ground up alive. Intelligent mother sow 
pigs are trapped standing in sow stalls where they 
cannot move or interact with their piglets. Cows are kept 
continually pregnant and suffer the trauma of their calves 
being taken away and killed at just a day old. Industrial 
egg, poultry, milk and pork producers continue to subject 
animals to horrific conditions, diets and slaughter 
practices in order to make greater profits.

The Greens will end factory farming and support free 
range farmers who are producing food humanely. ACT 
Greens MP Shane Rattenbury successfully banned cage 
egg production and sow stalls, passing a bill through the 
ACT Parliament in 2014. We need national leadership to 
ensure all other states and territories ban cruel factory 
farming processes.

However, across Australia Labor and Coalition state 
governments are taking us backwards. In 2017, State 
Consumer Affairs Ministers supported the Coalition 
government’s misleading “free-range” egg labelling 
standards in which factory-farmed chicken densities of 
10,000 hens per hectare can now be labelled as “free-
range” instead of the accepted definition of 1,500 hens 
per hectare.8 

The Greens will:
•	 Ban cage egg production, end sow stalls and other 

cruel industrial animal farming practices;

•	 Enforce genuine free range standards for all animals;

•	 Improve food labelling laws to help identify genuine free 
range and cruelty-free products

7 Animals Australia, Make it Possible: Imagine a world without factory 
farming, 2018
8 Choice, How ‘free range’ are your eggs?, 10/8/18

BAN THE EXPORT OF RACING 
GREYHOUNDS
Greyhound Racing is a cruel sport which leads to the 
death of thousands of dogs each year from catastrophic 
on-track injuries and greyhounds being euthanised once 
they no longer turn a profit.

Australia is one of only eight countries in the world where 
greyhound racing is legal. Around the world, it is a sport 
in decline. In May 2018, the ACT government banned 
greyhound racing. 

Hundreds of Australian greyhounds have been exported 
to be raced and bred in places with animal welfare 
conditions below minimum acceptable standards, such 
as China, Macau and Vietnam. 

The Federal government permitted the export of at least 
590 greyhounds to the infamous ‘Canidrome’ in Macau, 
despite knowing the very high death rates and poor 
welfare standards.9 This has led to untold suffering for 
these animals. 

The Greens have been working at a state level to ban 
greyhound racing, including a transition package for 
affected workers. Federally, the Greens will ban the export 
of racing greyhounds.

9 Guardian, Export of 590 greyhounds to Macau went ahead despite 
industry ban, 11/4/18
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https://www.makeitpossible.com
https://www.makeitpossible.com
https://www.choice.com.au/food-and-drink/meat-fish-and-eggs/eggs/articles/what-free-range-eggs-meet-the-model-code
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/apr/11/export-of-590-greyhounds-to-macau-went-ahead-despite-industry-ban
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/apr/11/export-of-590-greyhounds-to-macau-went-ahead-despite-industry-ban

