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Australasian cities have ridden a long wave of economic growth driven by the export of resources, 
international education, tourism, and immigration. Far from being equally shared, this growth has instead 
produced widening disparities within and between cities, suburbs, and regions. This is apparent in the 
contrasting fortunes of high amenity city centres and sprawling outer suburbs, as well as the boom-and-
bust cycles of resource and tourist towns. Overheated urban property markets have progressively eroded 
job and land use diversity, putting pressure on scarce industrial lands for new housing and consumption 
space. Covid-19 has further laid bare the fundamental problems with urban economies driven by 
consumption and real estate development. Alongside concerns over the ongoing viability of dense city 
centres, the pandemic has pulled the curtains back on longstanding workforce inequalities. While high-
wage professionals comfortably work from home, others must rely on precarious, part-time employment 
that depends on physical proximity.   Despite many challenges, the pandemic has also called attention to 
cities as leading a green and just economic recovery. Responding to the challenges of climate change may 
deliver new jobs, generate innovations in renewable energy, and reduce our dependence on resource 
exports and offshore manufacturing. Are economic development strategies in Australasian cities capable 
of supporting economic resilience in the face of Covid-19? Can we plan urban property markets and 
infrastructure in a way that delivers access to a diversity of jobs, workspaces, and amenities? Can the 
planning system support economic growth while responding to rising sea levels and increasing heat and 
bushfire risk? This track welcomes papers, pre-organised panel sessions, and alternative research 
proposals that address the economic challenges facing Australasian cities and regions and develop 
strategies to support more resilient economies in the context of a warming planet and global pandemic. 
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Preferences for regional settlement in Australia 
Akshay Vij, University of South Australia, Andrew Beer, Ali Ardeshiri 

Abstract: This study examines preferences for settlement patterns in Australia, with a view to informing 
government policies seeking to achieve population decentralisation and encourage settlement in mid-
sized regional cities. Data for our analysis comes from a nationwide online stated preference survey of 
3,012 demographically and geographically representative Australians administered in February 2021. We 
estimate that 54 per cent of the population places a high importance on quality of life, quality of local 
healthcare, and housing and other living costs. They view mid-sized cities as excellent places to retire, and 
would be encouraged to move there if they could get support for post-retirement living in terms of 
healthcare and home ownership. These findings indicate that strategies that seek to develop selected 
mid-sized urban cities as retirement destinations as a way of reviving local population growth are 
deserving of serious consideration by policy-makers. 

 

The economic benefit of outdoor dining (including parklets) implemented as part of COVID-
19 responses 

Alison Lee, Graham Mc Gabe, Urbis 

Abstract: During 2020, many cities in Australia and worldwide have implemented Extended Outdoor 
Dining programs to support businesses to keep operating during restrictions resulting from the COVID-19 
pandemic. Such programs have seen car parking spaces turned into dining parklets, streets and lanes 
closed for outdoor dining and more seats allowed on footpaths and parks. The goal of such programs has 
been to expand the tradable area for hospitality businesses and to revitalise the local economies. This is 
the first known study that quantifies the economic benefits of such programs. This presentation 
summarises findings from work across three municipalities in Melbourne. It quantifies the economic 
benefit and community sentiments toward the program. The findings have implications for how kerb-
space and streets are managed in a post-COVID world. It questions whether the status quo is the best way 
to maximise the benefit to businesses and create more liveable spaces for everyone. 

 

The loss of peri-urban agricultural land and the state-local tensions in managing its demise: 
the case of Greater Western Sydney, Australia 

Amy Lawton, WESTIR Limited, Professor Nicky Morrison, Western Sydney University 

Abstract: Unprecedented growth in Australia’s regions has led to agricultural land being converted to 
urban land uses. While the loss of peri-urban agricultural land is a largely market driven process, less 
attention has been given to the role of planning policy. The purpose of this study is to examine the drivers 
of peri-urban agricultural land loss in Greater Western Sydney (GWS), and the contribution of planning 
policy. Juxtaposing datasets on peri-urban agriculture, housing growth, and land value, alongside 
interviews with planning professionals, we chart state-local tensions in managing population and housing 
pressures, whilst protecting peri-urban agricultural land in GWS over time. The paper concludes that size, 
value, and loss of the peri-urban agricultural sector in GWS has been historically under-valued, relative to 
housing priorities and market interests. Recent shocks and stresses, including natural disasters and the 
pandemic, has however led government bodies to question the pro-growth agenda that puts economic 
imperatives above preserving peri-urban agricultural land. 
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Our Chickens Have Finally Home to Roost': COVID-19 and Our Failed Strategies Toward 
Urban Manufacturing in Melbourne. 
Anthony Kent, Benno Engels, RMIT University, Melbourne  

Abstract: Since the late 1970s, Australian cities including Melbourne have undergone an extensive process 
of deindustrialization, as the post war economic long boom came to an end and ushered-in a neoliberal 
mode of governance that virtually ended industry policy in this country. The arrival of the COVID-19 
pandemic in 2020 has exposed the folly of this decision, exemplified in stark terms by an inability to 
manufacture sufficient protective equipment for medical personnel testing and treating Covid-19 victims. 
Four decades of deindustrialization has left us vulnerable to a pandemic and over-stretched global supply 
chains. This paper evaluates what capacity Victoria has to resuscitate manufacturing in Melbourne via 
existing state-based industrial policies and metropolitan strategic planning schemes. It draws on a variety 
of data sources to establish if urban manufacturing remains a viable land use and has the potential to help 
revive Melbourne’s economy in a post-pandemic world. 

Land-based Infrastructure Funding: Infrastructure Contributions Plans in Victoria, Australia and 
Land Readjustment in Seoul, South Korea 

Anthony Kent, RMIT University, Hyungmin Kim, University of Melbourne 

Abstract: Infrastructure is fundamental to the liveability and productivity of any city. In the wake of 
COVID-19, its importance in suburban and fringe locations is likely to grow as businesses and households 
consider the advantages of comparatively low-density living. However, this will occur in a context where 
infrastructure provision is already inadequate in growing suburbs. Infrastructure requires public land, 
lump-sum construction costs and maintenance. Its provision impacts land value uplift, the funds from 
which, in turn, can be used for infrastructure investment. This research makes an international 
comparison by examining the Infrastructure Contributions Plan approach of Victoria, Australia and the 
Land Readjustment approach of Seoul, South Korea. By analysing these two paths, the research sheds 
light on key principles, challenges, and lessons for land-based infrastructure funding now and in the 
future. 

The Creativity Crisis: Identifying, Protecting and Enhancing Victoria’s Creative 
Neighbourhoods 

Bec Fitzgerald, Rachel Maguire, Hodyl & CO 

Abstract: The displacement of creative practitioners from well-serviced metropolitan neighbourhoods is 
a global trend that requires intervention if our cities are to remain diverse and equitable. Across 2018-
2021, Hodyl & Co have worked with metropolitan Councils and Creative Victoria on a range of projects to 
support, protect and enhance the economic viability of creative neighbourhoods and creative 
communities across Victoria. Using these projects as case studies, this presentation will outline the 
journey from research to policy and the insights gained through this process of evidence-based urban 
strategy that can be applied to different contexts across Australia. We will present the research 
methodologies used to guide each project, discuss how key research findings were used to inform policy 
recommendations, and outline the core mechanisms we can use to better support creative 
neighbourhoods. 
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Planning and the development pipeline:  An empirical analysis of Sydney’s multi-unit 
apartment market 
Bill Randolph, The University of New South Wales ,Reg Wade, Laurence Troy, Ryan Harris, Simon 
Pinnegar,  

Abstract: Critics of the planning system blame slow development approvals for restricting housing supply, 
thereby exacerbating affordability problems. Drawing on strata registration, development approval and 
land and property sales data, we explored this contention by analysing timelines of approximately 5,000 
apartment developments across Sydney between 2010-2020 to assess how long each development took 
from initial site acquisition to final sale, including the planning approval process. We then conducted 
detailed analysis on 30 projects in six LGAs together with six in-depth case studies to better understand 
the role the planning plays in the development process. Interviews with local planners, planning panel 
members and consultants further support our analysis. We found that the time taken to gain approval 
appears to be a modest component of the overall time taken to develop an apartment building, suggesting 
that planning is only one part of a more complex development process.  We plan to undertake further 
research with developers to understand their perspective on the role of planning in the broader 
development process.   

Placing production in urban cultural policy: The locational patterns of cultural industries and 
related manufacturing 
Carl Grodach, Monash University , Declan Martin 

Abstract: Urban cultural policy has long been framed with a limited geographic focus. Policy 
predominately targets central city areas where arts amenities and creative services visibly concentrate. 
This focus stems from a restricted definition of cultural activity, which tends to emphasize cultural 
consumption over production. This excludes a range of “cultural manufacturers,” which produce 
specialized products and inputs for the wider cultural economy. Although these industries play an integral 
role in the cultural ecosystem, their locational attributes have been largely overlooked in urban policy and 
research. Drawing on the case of Melbourne, Australia, we map location patterns of cultural industries 
and related manufacturing, revealing co-location in the central city and robust cultural manufacturing 
concentrations on the urban periphery. Our findings present a potential route for urban cultural policy to 
affect meaningful change in divided central cities, as well as under-served outer areas where most cultural 
industries and manufacturing workers live. 

Mission-oriented Innovation Districts - the Australian context 
Darren Sharp, Monash University ,Bruce Wilson, Sam Tavassoli, Sebastian Fastenrath, Rob Raven, lars 
Coenen, Leo Goedegebuure 

Abstract: The aim of this paper is to explore what the analytical contours of Mission-Oriented Innovation 
Districts (MOID) might look like. We ask the question: how can Mission-Oriented Innovation Districts be 
conceptualised, measured and governed? We address this question by reviewing the academic literature 
on using a systematic approach. Scopus is used as the primary source, complemented with a search of 
grey literature. Iterative and interpretative coding is used to explore three themes. First, what are the 
recurring arguments, concepts, strengths and critiques? Second, what forms of innovation measurements 
and indicators are proposed in the literature, if any? Third, how is governance understood and 
conceptualised, i.e. which actors, relations and roles are emphasised in enacting mission-oriented 
innovation policy at the precinct scale. This paper will also document empirical examples from innovation 
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precincts and districts in Australia and assess the ways in which they engage with a challenge-led 
innovation policy framing and explore this thinking not only for city-based but also regional districts. 

Resilience and adaptation: Cultural manufacturing in Melbourne’s gentrifying inner north 
Declan Martin, Monash University, Carl Grodach 

Abstract: Despite decades of “post-industrial” restructuring in inner-city Melbourne, some manufacturing 
activity has persisted by adapting to shifting economic conditions. Inner-urban manufacturers are typically 
small, agile businesses embedded in specialist networks with close ties to the cultural and creative 
industries. They produce high-value consumer products (e.g., furniture, clothing, jewellery and crafts) and 
specialised components for architecture, design, media and arts industries (e.g., specialty printing, 
commercial and residential furnishings, event installations). In this paper, I examine how these small-scale 
“cultural manufacturers” negotiate increasing cost and land use pressures in a gentrifying industrial 
district in Melbourne’s inner north. While industrial gentrification poses significant challenges, cultural 
manufacturing enterprises have responded with versatile business models, flexible workspace 
arrangements, and networks for knowledge exchange and resource sharing. Research in this area has 
important implications for urban cultural and economic development policy, particularly around land use 
regulation and small business development. 

Decentralised Innovation Clusters: the spatial distribution of Plant Breeder’s Rights in 
Victoria 

Dejan Malenic, The University of Melbourne, Sun Sheng Han  

Abstract: Current innovation studies are biased because of their focus on urban industries and their choice 
of patents as measurement, creating a gap in understanding the spatial distribution of innovation in the 
non-urban industrial sector. This paper bridges this gap by analysing the spatial distribution of Plant 
Breeder’s Rights (PBRs) in and around Melbourne, Victoria, as a proxy for agricultural innovative activity. 
Whether agricultural innovation exhibits similar spatial patterns as other kinds of innovation, especially 
regarding their relationships with the location of their labour force, market and other services and 
amenities, is unknown. The Intellectual Property Government Open Data (IPGOD, 2020) is analysed by 
applying spatial statistical tools, including Moran’s I, Local Moran’s (LISA) and regression analysis, allowing 
the researchers to measure the level and location of clustering found in agricultural innovation, and the 
impact of agricultural employment, presence of key research institutions and large urban centres on the 
distribution of PBRs. Contrary to the existing understanding of the spatial distribution of innovation, the 
findings show a small but statistically significant level of clustering, predominantly in peri-urban areas on 
Melbourne’s south eastern outskirts, which is driven by competing forces between large urban centres, 
which represent the largest repository of skilled workers and rural areas, which represent the key market 
for innovative agricultural products. 

The Australian central business district after COVID: business culture, property 
development, and volumetric urbanism. 

Donald McNeill, University of Sydney 

Abstract: Australian central business districts are facing significant challenges in recovering from the 
challenges of COVID. Prior to the spread of the pandemic, there was a huge upswing in new development 
and infrastructure projects in major cities. This also included an intriguing rise in venture-driven real estate 
business models such as those proposed by WeWork, along with a general shift to project-based working, 
which was already changing how buildings are used and configured. Using a lens of 'volumetric urbanism', 
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this paper draws through some of these trends and assesses how they have fared during the COVID 
downturn. Drawing on evidence from Sydney and Melbourne, the paper reviews in particular how 
business cultures in dense commercial office towers are changing, and reflects on the impact this may 
have on property development in coming years 

Sustainable temporary adaptive reuse for a COVID-19 recovery and resilient cities approach 
Gill Armstrong, University of Technoloy Sydney,  Sara Wilkinson, Professor Jua Cillien 

Abstract: Sustainable Temporary Adaptive Reuse (STAR) is a re-activation strategy for underused spaces 
and buildings in cities. STAR is an active approach to address acute stresses facing cities by managing 
vacancy through alternative uses on a temporary or trial basis. This pro-active approach contrasts the 
passive ‘wait and see’ holding position known to reduce economic and social activity in cities. Vacant 
tenancies adversely affect adjacent or surrounding service businesses, transportation, and reduce 
visitation. Recent shifts from COVID-19 and online shopping trends have created new levels of vacancy in 
cities. This paper reports the process of co-designing a STAR toolkit for Sydney, through workshops with 
representatives of stakeholder groups. Stakeholders include building owners and priority end-users of 
alternative uses, such as crisis housing providers, performing arts, and cultural manufacturing and 
production. The research finds stakeholders lack understanding of regulatory processes necessary for 
STAR but high levels of stakeholder interest is promising. 

Poverty and affluence in Sydney and Melbourne 
Ian Manning , Research 

Abstract: It is arguable that the neoliberal macroeconomic policies pursued in Australia from 1994 to 2019 
exacerbated social segregation at regional scale and that this contributed to the increase in economic 
inequality. To assess this argument, social segregation is mapped for Sydney and Melbourne (each divided 
into nine regions), with poor and affluent households defined as those in the bottom and top deciles of 
national equivalised income. At the 2016 Census the incidence of poverty in Metropolitan Sydney was 
slightly less than in Melbourne and the incidence of affluence considerably greater. Both groups were 
concentrated regionally within Sydney and relatively dispersed in Melbourne. The effects of neoliberal 
macroeconomic policies on these distributions are assessed along with the possible effects of a selection 
of alternative policies. 

'Solidarity relations and revaluation processes in diverse circular economies 
Julian Yates, Monash University 

Abstract: Attention to the social dynamics of a circular economy has at times reflected welfare statist 
notions of top-down policy making. Beginning from an understanding of diverse social economies, this 
paper highlights how circular economic practices are bottom-up, horizontally connected, and embedded 
in solidarity relations. Circular economies are necessarily built on social and solidarity economies. We 
elaborate core conceptual dynamics of social, solidarity, and community economies that can be applied 
to a revised understanding of circular economy principles and practices (such as cooperation, co-
responsibility, autonomy, solidarity). Focusing on how these dynamics uphold the revaluation and 
recirculation of used goods, we highlight the role of often under-valued and poorly understood forms of 
labour in community reuse organizations. We explore how the notion of solidarity labour can help to 
reconceptualize value production through reuse. 
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Re-thinking the metabolism of the Urban Cultural Economy 
Justin O’Connor, University of South Australia 

Abstract: The ‘creative industries’ were presented as a ‘weightless’, ‘clean’, post-industrial, service sector 
running on the ultimate renewable of creativity. Less so now. From mass cabling and electricity guzzling 
servers, through copper and rare earth mining, low-wage assembly, shipping containers and mass air 
travel, the metabolism of the cultural economy is voracious. This paper will consider two implications for 
urban cultural policy. The first is to radically rethink this metabolism, part of how the pandemic has made 
us reconsider long supply chains and local making capacities in manufacturing, agriculture and tourism. 
The second is to reconsider the cultural implications of the material cultural metabolism. Does the 
disappearance of local making and supply impact on the kinds of culture that gets produced, the kinds of 
skills it fosters, and the changing understanding of the role of culture in our concepts of the sustainable 
city. How might we change this? 

 

Economic Sustainability of the 2018 Gold Coast Commonwealth Games 
Kava Piran, Griffith University 

Abstract: Mega events have been used for promoting cities in the global stage for a long time. While their 
benefits have been discussed often, little attention has been given to strategies which may lead to a 
sustainable legacy. Sustainable legacy covers the economic, social, environmental and institutional 
dimensions of sustainability. As part of answering the broader research question “How can mega events 
leave a sustainable legacy?” this paper focuses on economic sustainability dimension through a case study 
of the 2018 Gold Coast Commonwealth Games to assess to what degree these Games left a sustainable 
legacy behind. An evaluation framework developed using the criteria and indicators identified from a 
literature review of mega events and sustainability has guided the collection and analysis of the primary 
and secondary data including semi-structured interviews and archival documents such as policies, 
strategies, plans, annual reports and news articles related to the event’s sustainability and legacy. 

 

Circular economy incognito: Mapping circular activities & employment in Victoria, Australia 
Lachlan Burke, Monash University, Carl Grodach,   

Abstract: The circular economy (CE) is gaining policy attention in Australia particularly around waste 
reduction and recycling. Amongst evident ecological benefits, the CE has been touted to generate positive 
socio-economic outcomes related to employment and more equitable wealth distribution. However, little 
is known about the contributions of core CE sectors (recycling, reuse and repair) to sustainable and 
equitable urban economies in Australian cities. This paper seeks to address this gap by analysing the 
spatial patterns of growth and decline for reuse and repair between 2011-2016 using Victoria, Australia 
as a case study. We then examine the impacts of these patterns for job access and distribution of 
socioeconomic benefits. Our findings show that employment in small-scale reuse and repair activities has 
declined between 2011-2016. This decline is most apparent in regional cities and inner metropolitan areas 
and reduces the CE’s overall potential to generate socio-economic benefits. 
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Challenges and opportunities in measuring the benefits of community reuse 
Matthew Allen, Ruth Lane, Monash University 

Abstract: In Australia, the social, economic and environmental benefits of reuse performed by charitable 
and community organisations are largely unknown, and receive limited attention in government policy. 
Where processes and systems are in place for measurement and communication of the benefits of reuse, 
they tend to be highly specific and tailored to particular organisations or localities. While this 
heterogeneity and independence from government regulation has contributed to innovation and diversity 
in the community reuse sector, it also means that the benefits of reuse remain largely unacknowledged, 
and that reuse has received limited attention in government policy and funding programs to date. As 
governments across Australia work towards the implementation of Circular Economy policies and 
strategies, we draw upon research from Australia and overseas to highlight potential approaches to 
addressing the reuse data gap, along with the opportunities and challenges for including reuse within 
government policy and decision-making regimes. 

 

'The Planner's Voice. Professional Views of the South Australian Planning Reform 
Matthew Rofe, Patrick Sweeney, The University of South Australia 

Abstract: South Australia’s Planning Reform, commenced in 2013, are now complete. This reform has 
been lauded as introducing a ‘… modern planning system… for South Australia, helping our state to remain 
liveable, prosperous and vibrant’. Streamlining the planning application and approval process, now 
facilitated by a one-stop online planning application system and underpinned by a single Planning Code 
for the entire State, was presented as improving planning efficiency and professional decision making. 
However, many within the planning profession in South Australia hold a very different view. This paper 
presents the findings of a survey of planning professionals within South Australia. The views of 
respondents challenge a number of key assertions of the planning reform process. Notwithstanding some 
genuine benefits, the majority of respondents questioned the rationale of and proclaimed benefits of the 
new system. The voice of these planners offer insights into the process of reform and the contested 
landscape of professional as opposed to political decision making within Australia. 

 

Meeting afterhours: on the work that night time economy commissions do 
Michele Acuto,Anna Edwards, University of Melbourne, Shelby Bassett, ANU, Andreina Seijas, Harvard, 
Lo Marshall, UCL, Alessia Cibin, UTS, Enora Robin, Sheffield 

Abstract: In spite of the sizeable impacts of COVID-19 lockdowns on the ways cities operate afterhours, 
attention to the night-time economy (NTE) in cities has been growing in research and practice. There is a 
vast landscape of institutionalised forms of night-time governance and deep questions of the right to the 
city needing recognition. To understand how these are operating in Australia cities, comparatively to 
overseas experience, we develop a typology of ‘consultative night-time governance systems’, discussing 
the role that night councils, commissions, boards and panels play. Centred on Melbourne and Sydney's 
experiences, we compare eighteen case studies, stress the challenges their encounter with COVID-19 has 
posed to the resilience and institutionalisation of the NTE and the realisation of a ‘right to the night’. We 
debate how more empirical work could better attend to the ways in which the NTE conversations are 
convened in cities, and the key role they could play in giving voice to those who are at the heart of the 
NTE. 
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'Bending the rules: Socio-spatial possibilities and constraints in financing urban renewable 
energy transitions 

Paris Hadfield, University of Melbourne 

Abstract: Global city networks are increasing calls to localise climate finance as an infrastructure 
investment opportunity for private capital markets. Financial innovation is rarely linked to rhetoric around 
“just” and “inclusive” transitions to sustainable cities in response to COVID-19, revealing a fundamental 
blind spot among urban practitioners and policymakers that sustainability transitions are embedded in 
uneven development processes inherent in financialised capitalism. This paper draws on qualitative, 
comparative case studies of experimental and alternative renewable energy financing mechanisms in 
Melbourne (Australia), Bristol (UK), and Helsingborg (Sweden) to demonstrate how innovative financing 
mechanisms can 1) maintain orthodox financial logics governing future risk and return; 2) adapt financial 
practices to enable local agency and accessibility, minimise household burdens, and distribute profits; and 
3) establish radical alternatives through direct, collective ownership. Local government and civil society 
play a key role in driving transformative change, hinging on the socio-spatial conditions governing urban 
climate finance flows. 

National, regional, local level analysis on environmental changes due to COVID-19 lockdown 
in Australia: A Google Earth Engine approach 

Qian Sun, RMIT University , Melbourne Loku Liyanage, Chathurika Thilakarathna 

Abstract: Started from Mid-late March 2020, lockdown restrictions progressively implemented by 
Australian government to restrict citizens’ movements and reduce their opportunities to gather with 
other people outside their household. International and national border measures for some states and 
territories introduced. This study aims to investigate the environmental changes due to COVID-19 
lockdown in Australia. We derived three environmental parameters using Google Earth Engine (GEE) 
cloud computing platform: Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2), Aerosol Optical Depth (AOD), and Land Surface 
Temperature (LST). The changes of NO2, AOD and LST at SA1 level were calculated for two periods: 
March - July 2019 and March - July 2020. Spatial and statistical analysis were performed to investigate 
the patterns of environmental changes at national, regional and local level across the whole Australia. 
This study demonstrates the large-scale analysis capabilities of cloud computing to investigate the 
temporal variations of the environmental change as a whole. 

Unpacking the community and charitable reuse sector 
Ruth Lane, Monash University, Matthew Allen, Dan Santos 

Abstract: Charitable and community sector organisations facilitate the reuse of many types of goods and 
materials. The sector is expanding with the emergence of new kinds of social enterprises, motivated by 
environmental as well as social agendas, and now encompasses a diversity of organisations from large 
charities that operate collection facilities and opportunity shops across the country to small niche social 
enterprises that focus on collecting and processing specific product types in specific localities. Drawing on 
a survey of community and charitable reuse organisations across Australia, we characterise the sector in 
terms of the types of organisations, their facilities and infrastructure, the products and materials collected 
and processed and the workforce involved. In building understanding of the organisations that make up 
the charitable and community reuse sector, we also build an evidence base for policy and practice to 
support a sustainable and socially inclusive circular economy. 
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Electronic Cities: Music, policies and space in the 21st Century  
Sebastien Darchen,  University of Queensland, Damien Charrieras, John Willsteed 

Abstract: This book examines Electronic Dance Music (EDM) scenes in 18 cities across Africa, the Middle 
East, Europe, Asia, North America and Australia. It focuses on the historical development of these 
scenes, with an emphasis on the post-2000 context, including the COVID-19 pandemic and its far-
reaching effects. Expert contributors highlight the influence of geographical contexts, as well as cultural 
and political histories, in the development of mainstream EDM scenes and underground Electronic 
Dance Music Cultures. This expansive work offers additional insights on cultural and creative policies, 
planning interventions and regulations associated with nightlife management, and provides a detailed 
analysis of current challenges inherent to the governance of EDM scenes in contemporary cities. 

 

Foreign investment in Australia housing: Understand how the variations of foreign 
investment policy settings encourage/discourage global housing demand and its impacts in 
local housing market 

Sha Liu, The University of Sydney, Nicole Gurran 

Abstract: In the context of globalisation and housing financialisation, Australia has become a popular 
investment destination. The transnational housing investment, on the one hand, has helped create jobs 
in the construction industry and support economic growth; on the other hand, has been criticised for 
inflating local house prices and squeezing first-home buyers. Yet research evidence on the scale and 
drivers of foreign investment in Australian housing markets is surprisingly slim. This paper, through 
conducting interviews and analysing desktop data, investigates the underlying drivers mediating cross-
border investment in local housing markets across Australia, the policy-relevant factors in particular. It 
also explores how the country’s shifting foreign investment regulations over the past decade influenced 
local housing affordability. The paper concludes by highlighting wider research and policy implications to 
understand the impacts brought by foreign investment more comprehensively, informing better policy 
and practice outcomes in the COVID recovery era. 

 

Covid’s reshaping of commercial markets; how can cities respond? 
Theo Connell- Variy, RMIT University, Melbourne, Dr Tony Mc Gough 

Abstract: The Covid-19 pandemic shows no signs of slowing. The built environment needs to adapt and 
meet challenges that have come from the pandemic. It is integral that property professionals and 
academics confront the emergent problems associated with property in the pandemic, hereby future 
proofing major cities. Office and retail are integral parts of any CBD landscape, and both have been heavily 
affected by Covid, demand and usage has changed and new supply has been paused. There is a need to 
understand the role of these two market segments in a new 'Covid normal’ and determine how they will 
interact. An ad hoc approach to the development and management of CBD property in the Covid-era is 
not feasible and this research examines a range of new and emergent approaches to change management 
that will solidify performance and drive continued economic development. Primarily, through improved 
use and better knowledge around property. 
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Functional Suburbanisation: reconsidering growth in metropolitan hinterlands. 
Todd Denham, Jago Dodson, Tiebei Li, RMIT University, Melbourne 

Abstract: Cities restructure in response to changing forms of production and economic compositions, and 
are sites for the reproduction of labour and consumption. The balance between and spatial differentiation 
of these economic and social roles of the city is mediated by the need to access work and transport and 
telecommunications links between industry and home. The possibility of new spatial relationships 
between sites of production and residence in metropolitan city regions occur through increases in 
flexibility as a result of digitalisation and continued improvements to transport and communications 
infrastructure. To identify relationships between residence and employment that indicate 
suburbanisation, changes in the relationships between metropolitan areas and their commutershed 
settlements are investigated through commuting and migration flows. This analysis provides the basis for 
arguing that processes of functional suburbanisation are underway in Australian city-regions and 
underscores the need to differentiate between metropolitan expansion and regional development in 
spatial and economic policy. 

 

'Making as creative industry - reflections on niche creative manufacturing in Melbourne' 
Xin Gu, Monash University 

Abstract: In contemporary post-industrial cities, manufacture cannot be exclusively defined as cheap, low-
skilled production available for global out-sourcing but can also involve highly skilled making located near 
their markets to facilitate complex feedback along the supply chain. This understanding has been 
systematically undermined by the ‘creative cities’ rhetoric, based on polarising making from ideas 
creating. The result is an incremental displacement of industrial land use for cultural consumption. The 
remaining manufacturing in the inner city have become much more interconnected with the core creative 
industries contributing to the symbolic values of cultural production. This paper sets out to identify the 
dynamics of niche manufacturing in the inner city of Melbourne based on their relationship to three 
creative industries sub-sectors - fashion, crafts and design. It investigates some of the evolving spatial 
logics of maker industries and assesses the challenges this presents to the current urban cultural policy. It 
holds out consequences for ‘creative cities’ to sustain their inner city creative economy post-COVID.  

 

Economic roles within the urban system: is population size all that matters? 
Yi Ho, University of Sydney, Somwrita Sakar, Tooran Alizadeh 

Abstract: Several theories propose that city size, measured by its population, is the strongest predictor of 
aggregate economic outputs from a city (e.g. GDP, total incomes and wages, total number of patents, etc.) 
Here, we explore a set of variables other than city size which also affect its economic productivity: (a) the 
internal economic structure of cities (industrial and occupation), (b) their geographic interconnectivity 
networks in the national landscape, and (c) the networks of actual spatial interactions between them 
(internal migration). Together, these variables show that while city size may be one of the principal 
determinants of a city’s economic productivity, it is not the sole determinant. A city’s internal economic 
structure, and the way it geographically and functionally interacts with other cities, also play a crucial role 
in determining its economic role and productivity. We demonstrate these effects over the largest 30 
Significant Urban Areas (SUAs) of Australia. 
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