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How can we speak of the “State of Australasian Cities” without examining the conditions in which we are 
here, speaking? Reckoning with the complicity of the urban fields and professions with colonialism is long 
past due. Racism, coloniality and dispossession are the State of Australasian Cities. Yet cities are also spaces 
of Indigenous strength, survivance and connections with and as urban places. What does it mean to grapple 
with these complex realities? To speak about such matters, especially within a space like a conference, also 
demands a reckoning with questions about who can speak and how we are heard. Who is speaking and in 
what forms. Preparing this track theme demanded confronting some difficult questions. How to speak into 
the silence about race, coloniality, and dispossession in the urban fields - bring that silence to an end - 
without that being a further burden placed on those marked by the experience of colonial injury? Can white 
or non-Indigenous people do this work? Why do many of them/us avoid it? Should those who have to keep 
surviving that colonial injury be the only people to take on the vulnerability that comes with ending that 
silence? Are there ways of doing this work together, in solidarity, without losing sight of the power relations 
that structure this project or the accountabilities that power produces? These questions matter.  

But if our research and urban interventions continue as if colonialism is not a function of our urban histories 
and our imagined urban futures then the silence just keeps getting louder. If urban fields and professions 
fail to engage more broadly and deeply with urban Indigenous lives and knowledges, we will only continue 
to sideline and silence Indigenous voices. Choosing to remain silent is a practice of colonial power in and of 
itself. In this track, we refuse that silence and rise to the challenge of a reckoning. This track welcomes 
proposals for research papers, provocations, panel discussions, or other forms of knowledge sharing and 
creation related to: Understanding the conditions, mechanisms, practices and experiences of settler-
colonial urbanism The praxis of addressing/sharing the burden of settler colonial injury – spaces of urban 
resistance, refusal and resurgence Piercing the silence – polyvocal, multilingual but also more-than-human 
literacy and storying. This can include digital echoes - images, videos, films (including 3D), zines, comics, 
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artworks; also blogs, poetry, musings, sketches, maps, collages, experimental theatre, dance, songs 
Indigenous life, Indigenous cities and Indigenous radical thought and praxis (Un)settling the urban archive 
of genocide and ecocide Decolonising urban governance Undoing the violence of racial capitalism and 
extractive economies Experimenting with urban infrastructures of everyday and institutional racism 
Migrant voices of colour and the settler colonial city Listening and walking with urban Country – 
atmospheric, subterranean, oceanic, celestial, elemental, spiritscapes Solidarity in the city – forging bonds 
between diverse struggles The passion of anti-colonial dissent – emotion and urban resistance Settler 
colonial fragmentation – exploring ways in which the settler colonial city shatters lives as it renders others 
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The Alliance for Praxis Research Manifesto - Reflections on the Neoliberalisation of 
Academia 
Alexandre Faustino, Ana Lara Heyns, Nicolas Guerra, Rachel lampolski, Zheng Chin 

Abstract: We seek to radically challenge academic space and its hegemonic practices by rendering 
redundant and subverting corporative and neoliberal paradigms that currently establish alienating 
structures of learning, teaching, and research. Using knowledge creation and sharing as the catalyst for 
revolutionary transformation, we focus on research as a wider arena of social change that assembles a 
diversity of actors together, a space which welcomes first and foremost the marginalised communities and 
collectives that are seeking the transformation of their unjust realities. Inspired by the discourses, 
narratives, and values situated within praxis and participatory action research, we are driven to engage in 
emancipatory practices as a way to create radical social change. As the Alliance for Praxis Research we come 
into existence as a collective of agents, internal and external from traditional academic institutions, 
intending to harness their transformative potential in hopes of fighting for a more equitable, just, and 
democratic future. 

Reconnecting to Rivers Nin Bilya Waaning: a shared vision for a sustainable river systems 
management program 

Courtney Babb, Curtain University, Vanessa Corunna; Tod Jones 

Abstract: Urban rivers in Australia are under stress from increased urban development and the impacts of 
climate change. Integrated catchment management (ICM) has been adopted as best practice in addressing 
these challenges in urban river and wetland catchments. However, mainstream ICM practices and 
processes often poorly reflect the interests and knowledge of Aboriginal people, despite their central role 
as custodians in the care and management of river catchments and landscapes. This research draws on a 
case study of a creek catchment of Derbarl Yerrigan, the Swan River in Perth, Western Australia. Blackadder 
Creek is a modified natural creek in the City of Swan, 16 kilometers north-east of Perth. The paper reports 
on an engagement process with Whadjuk Noongar Custodians as a first step to integrate cultural knowledge 
of Country into place-based ICM practices and to advance the decolonisation of institutions involved in the 
planning and management of urban rivers. 

Skypuppies': Urban Care for the Grey-Headed Flying Fox in Melbourne 

Davita Coronel, Deakin University 

Abstract: Since the 1980s, grey-headed flying foxes have established permanent roost sites in Melbourne, 
of which the biggest is in Yarra Bend Park. The flying fox is a native bat species threatened with extinction 
as they lose habitat and days of extreme heat cause mass die-offs. The status of the flying foxes is not 
straightforward: they are caught up between vilification and celebration in the settler colonial context of 
Australia. The case of the flying foxes presents the ethical invitation to reconsider our relationship to non-
human others in urban environments. Research on this topic has not given enough attention to the different 
relationships that stakeholders have to the bats, the different knowledges that flow from these 
relationships and the bats’ agency. This project examines the ways in which the bats in Yarra Bend Park are 
considered. It asks the following questions: what are currently the relationships between bats and humans 
in Yarra Bend park, reflected in city planning, conservation efforts and Indigenous politics? What cultural, 
scientific and historical dynamics are the cause of these relationships? What are the implications of these 
findings for the future of the bat colony at Yarra Bend Park? Research will consist of bat observation, 
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participant observation with bat care groups and interviews with scientists, city officials, wildlife managers 
and members of the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung community as the traditional custodians of the region. This 
research will contribute to re-imagining the urban relationship between human and bat neighbours. Doing 
so it will contribute to the debates on cities of justice and care that extend beyond the human. In sum, 
examining the different relationships to the bats in the settler colonial context of Melbourne, while weaving 
in their sociality and agency, can shed new light on multi-species urban environments. 

 

Closing the Gap: Decolonisation, ANT and a bridge between research and practice 
Eric Keys, RMIT University, Melbourne, David Week, University of Melbourne 

Abstract: Today, more than 50 years after the 1967 referendum, Indigenous Australians continue to suffer 
under the colonial legacy of European settlement. This seems particularly the case for planning: confirmed 
by our recent case study of transport planning practice; and researchers’ published expressions of despair 
at the lack of progress. We offer a Latourian perspective of a pathway for the decolonisation of planning. 
We contend those seeking change should look beyond the assumed structural forces and look instead at 
our day-to-day practices—in particular, the practices of those researchers and practitioners here present. 
It is among ourselves that we have the greatest capacity—and from a Latourian perspective, the only 
capacity—to make change. Latour argues that there are no social forces or entities such as “coloniality” or 
“public interest.” These are abstractions with no agency. They are the explananda—the broad social 
patterns that need to be explained. The explanations, and thereby the levers for change, lie in the practices 
and relationships among the human and non-human actors within our planning networks. Society changes 
when a sufficiently broad alignment occurs between such actors, turning unsettled issues into matters of 
accepted fact and common practice. Of particular concern to us is the gap we believe exists between: (a) 
the researchers on decolonisation, and their network, in their role as “critics and conscience of society” and 
(b) the practitioners of planning, in their role as executors of government policy in pursuit of the social 
good. The key question we will address is: How do we build a bridge between these networks, to make the 
decolonisation of planning a fact, rather than an aspiration? 

 

Urban minority social justice as the agent for practicing ‘internal settler colonialism’: 
hijacking of funded programs targeting urban Aboriginal Peoples and the negative effects 
on community wellbeing 
 

Greg Kitson, Griffith University 

Abstract: Little attention has been afforded to human services acting as the agent to practice internal 
colonialism. Particularly, as it relates to government inaction to address the unjust phenomenon from 
Australian South Sea Islanders (ASSI) who fraudulently access Aboriginal programs, policies, communities 
and identities. This phenomenon is linked to economic need and a separate social justice journey born from 
Australian internal settler colonialism. Discussion in this paper centres on the negative impacts this 
phenomenon has on the social and emotional wellbeing of Aboriginal Peoples. The paper offers realistic 
solutions for preserving Aboriginal sovereignty and culture and redirecting support for Australian South Sea 
Islanders in a separate journey for their social justice. In the era of ‘truth telling’, the paper is a respectful 
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‘right of reply’, something that is not yet properly exercised by Aboriginal communities through the 
framework of the United Nations Declaration for the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.   

   

In Absence: Looking at Urbs Nullius in Colonial Cities 
Kirrakee Watson, Monash University 

Abstract: ” There has been significant research and thought that provides evidence of the importance of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples as actors in the planning and design of their homes and 
communities. As a result of this evidence there has been a shift from the Terra Nullius  view of Aboriginal 
Peoples as roaming savages, without home or country. While there has been a change in thinking and a few 
notable exceptions, there is still a reluctance within the Architecture community, to embrace this shift.  This 
evidence of the importance of indigenous engagement   has barely penetrated the consciousness of 
mainstream architecture, design and planning. The industry largely operates under a settler-colonial 
business-as usual model, as if Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples’ deep knowledge is of little 
interest or consequence to their practice. This is a continuation of Terra Nullius regardless of the “shift”. 
The continuation of mainstream architectural and planning practises mirrors early colonial contact, and in 
particular the Terra Nullius view of Aboriginal relationships to land, and our relationality with Country. I as 
an Aboriginal architect and designer have struggled with these models of settler colonial violence on 
planning and design. In this paper I will discuss these ideas further and their importance to cities of the now 
and the future.  

Reckoning with the settler-colonial city 
Libby Porter, RMIT University, Melbourne , Lara Daley, Michelle Lobo, Michelle Thompson – Fawcett, 
Jamal Nabulsi 

Abstract: Coloniality, dispossession and racial banishment are the State of Australasian Cities. Reckoning 
with the complicity of the urban fields and professions with these facts is long past due. Yet cities are also 
spaces of Indigenous strength, survivance and connections with and as urban places. In this panel we set 
out the conceptual and political terrain for grappling with these complex realities to frame this conference 
track theme. The track chairs will speak from their various positions within the relations of coloniality that 
structure contemporary forms of knowledge creation and sharing to reckon with questions about who can 
speak, in what forms, and who can be heard. 

Human life: The silent constituent of colonial cities 
Lipon Saha, University of South Australia, Aunty Ellen, Ron Nicholls, Alpana Sivam, Karen Sinclair, 
Sadasivam Karuppaman 

Abstract: This discussion paper confronts the aims, developments, and progress of settler colonial cities in 
order to better human life, while noting the ongoing impacts of colonial assimilation, dispossession, 
education, migration, and racism in silence. Life in Australian Indigenous Countries is relational, and for 
example, Ngarrindjeri ontologies, peoples, places, and county are intricately interconnected and based on 
unique cultural traditions and law. Alternately, urbanization exploits all living and non-living entities in 
establishing organized urban (built) environment suitable for human living, but one that consequently 
separates humans from the natural world.  Thus, the paper highlights this separation as a key notion of an 
anthropocentrism associated with safe and sustainable built environments, while arguing from the 
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perspective of the silent constituent of settler-colonial cities. To unfold alternative meanings of human life, 
we discuss various collaborative projects of the South Australian Ngarrindjeri nation that showcase the role 
of relational ontologies. 

 

Indigenous Community Planning: the land transition history of Barambin and opportunities for 
‘Country’ in planned public green spaces of Meeanjin and South East Queensland. 

Mandy Nicholson , Monash University, Greg Kitson, Griffith University 

Abstract: At present, the Brisbane Indigenous Region (Brisbane-IREG) is the nations most populated IREG 
at approximately 80,000 Indigenous Peoples. The Brisbane-IREG footprint matches the SEQ Regional 
Planning footprint, both hold connections and relationships across ten Aboriginal groups and respective 
‘Country’ and with off ‘Country’ resident Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islanders.  In 2019, the 
Brisbane City Council decided to transition the land use of Barambin (Victoria Park) to a sanctuary for 
residents and visitors. In a case study, this paper summarises a comparative analysis of the land use 
transition history of Barambin from an Aboriginal perspective and highlights the decision by an LGA to 
permit the resurgence of Aboriginal connections, relationships obligations to ‘Country’ through a public 
green space planning exercise at the CBD fringe. The paper poses questions about Aboriginal cultural 
nourishment and inclusiveness in urban planning policy. 

How did NSW get into this predicament? Why enduring attempts by Aboriginal Peoples for 
recognition in urban locations throughout NSW are suppressed. 

Matthew Kelly, The University of New South Wales 

Abstract: All land in Australia is the traditional lands of Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Peoples, including urban settlements and our capital cities such as Sydney. Despite this fact, that Aboriginal 
Peoples never ceded their sovereignty and continue to maintain their presence and stewardship of Country 
in urban contexts, their enduring attempts for recognition of their customary rights, and restitution of their 
land is silenced by the ideology and actions of the settler-state.In NSW there are multiple statues that 
provide some level of recognition and / or protection for Aboriginal land rights and heritage. The interaction 
of these statutes is highly complex. Is this obfuscation intentional and are the words ‘recognition’ and 
‘protection’ misnomers in this context? How did we get into this predicament and is there a way out of this 
mess? These questions will be answered by way of a recent literature review undertaken by the author. 

Liberating the prison: (Truth)telling the carceral histories of a settler city 
Naama Blatman, The University of Sydney, 

Abstract: At the heart of north Parramatta in Western Sydney stands the historical Parramatta Gaol. Built 
in the early days of the colony, when the gaol was decommissioned in 2011, it was the longest operating 
prison in NSW. Parramatta Gaol became Crown land, thus available for reclamation under the NSW 
Aboriginal Land Act (1983). In 2015 and following staunch objection by the NSW government, the gaol 
became the property of Deerubbin Local Aboriginal Land Council (DLALC). The Aboriginal stories of 
Parramatta Gaol are untold. Indeed, the story of Sydney as a convict colony remains categorically white. As 
owners of Parramatta Gaol, DLALC wants to retell this story – to liberate the prison from its colonial 
stronghold and tell the excruciatingly painful, yet fundamentally hopeful Aboriginal stories of the Gaol. The 
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paper shares initial insights about Deerubbin’s journey to liberate the prison (an ongoing endeavour, to be 
sure). In so doing, it asks questions about heritage, truth-telling and carceral places in the settler city.    

 

 

Who puts the ‘eco’ in ecofascism?: on planning, policing, and (climate) colonialism 
Natalie Osbourne, Griffith University 

Abstract: Stein (2019) argued that police are “the armed wing of the real estate state”;  development 
decisions, road rules, gentrification, borders, and boundaries, can be enforced by heavily armed police (and 
military), who conduct their violence in defence of the settler-colonial nation state. Alongside codes, 
schemes, and strategies, surveillance, raids, intimidation, fines, arrests, incarceration, violence, and 
deprivation are also, in their way, instruments of planning. The relationship is not always indirect - in so-
called Queensland, the expanding prison system is an important regional development /transition plan, an 
economic boon – after coal, incarceration. And where white supremacy and carcerality meet ecological 
crisis, climate colonialism and ecofascism lurk. In this paper, I consider the relationship between planning 
and policing, the threads connecting settler-colonialism with climate colonialism, the role of planning in 
sustaining the conditions under which ecofascism develops, and ask what abolitionist and anti-fascist 
planning might demand from us. 

 
 

 When ‘Gentrification is Colonisation’: planning, property and redevelopment in Redfern-
Waterloo 

Pratichi Chatterjee , University of Wollongong 

Abstract: This paper considers the relationship between gentrification and colonisation in the inner Sydney 
suburbs of Redfern and Waterloo. By delving into the ongoing, radical transformation of these 
neighbourhoods over the last two decades, it identifies three ways in which planning, property relations 
and land use change are mobilised in processes of gentrification and through which Aboriginal community 
is marginalised. First, through the racialised devaluation of Aboriginal land use, which we frame as a colonial 
politics which refuses to recognise the claims of sovereignty that underpin Aboriginal-owned land. Second, 
via the erosion of lived space that holds material and political significance for Aboriginal communities, 
coupled with exclusionary displacement which proceeds through privatisation and the (re)valorisation of 
private property. Third, and underpinning both foregoing dimensions, are property relations borne of 
colonial dispossession. Their integral role in processes of gentrification is a re-deploying of a dispossessory 
land relationship in the present-day marginalisation of Aboriginal communities. 
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