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Foreword

Welcome to the second edition of Issues and Insights, the Parliamentary Library’s annual
publication designed to illuminate the complex and fast-changing policy landscape
confronting parliamentarians in 2026 and beyond. In this edition, we take a thematic
approach to some of the most pressing questions shaping Australia’s future—questions that
demand both immediate attention and long-term vision.

Across these pages, three broad themes emerge:

e Governance and Democracy: How do we safeguard democratic institutions in an era
of rising political violence, misinformation, and polarisation? How do we balance
freedom of speech with the need to protect social cohesion?

e Economic Futures: From the evolution of money and digital currencies to the critical
role of research and development funding, Australia’s economic resilience depends
on innovation and adaptability. Emerging workforce models, such as the 4-day work
week, challenge traditional assumptions about productivity and wellbeing.

e Social Policy and Workforce: Demographic change is reshaping Australia’s social
fabric, with aged care at the forefront. At the same time, debates around the
privatisation of care services raise critical questions about equity, quality, and
accountability. Public health ambitions such as creating a tobacco-free future further
underscore the intersection of health, regulation, and social norms.

These issues are interconnected, reflecting a world in transition marked by geopolitical
uncertainty, technological disruption, and shifting social norms. Our goal is to provide
parliamentarians with clear, expert analysis that spark ideas, challenge assumptions, and
support informed decision-making.

As always, the Library’s role extends beyond these pages. Our specialists are ready to assist
with tailored research and advice across a wide range of policy areas. We invite you to engage
with us as you navigate the challenges and opportunities ahead.
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Creative Commons

With the exception of the Commonwealth Coat of Arms, and to the extent that copyright subsists in a third party,
this publication, its logo and front page design are licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 Deed | Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivs 4.0 International licence.

In essence, you are free to copy and communicate this work in its current form for all non-commercial purposes,
as long as you attribute the work to the author and abide by the other licence terms. The work cannot be adapted
or modified in any way. Content from this publication should be attributed in the following way: Author(s), Title of
publication, Series Name and No, Publisher, Date.

To the extent that copyright subsists in third party quotes it remains with the original owner and permission may be
required to reuse the material.

Inquiries regarding the licence and any use of the publication are welcome to webmanager@aph.gov.au.
Disclaimer

This work has been prepared to support the work of the Australian Parliament using information available at the
time of production. The views expressed do not reflect an official position of the Parliamentary Library, nor do they
constitute professional legal opinion.

For copyright reasons some linked items are only available to members of Parliament. All links are correct at the
time of publication and are not subsequently updated.

Any concerns or complaints should be directed to the Parliamentary Librarian at webmanager@aph.gov.au.
Parliamentary Library staff are available to discuss the contents of publications with Senators and Members and
their staff. To access this service, clients may contact the author or the Library‘s Central Enquiry Point for referral.
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Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of country
throughout Australia and acknowledge their continuing connection to
land, waters and community. We pay our respects to the people, the
cultures and the elders past, present and emerging.

The Parliamentary Library of Australia was established in 1901 and serves as a trusted source
of information, analysis and advice for the Australian Parliament. The Library is part of the
Department of Parliamentary Services.

Our services are confidential, impartial, and offered on an equal basis to all
parliamentarians, parliamentary committees, and to staff acting on their behalf.

Our published material is available to everyone at:

aph.gov.au/library
Australian Parliamentary Library
@ @ParlLibrary
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